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V / i scons in - A two yea r r es to ra t i on p ro jec t oJ ' a

grass rdota envi ronment has just been completed at ' i ' red Smith 's

Wiscons in Concre te Park . Wi th funds f rom Koh ler Foundat ion , Inc . ,

the v/isconsin Arts Board, the National Endovanent for the Arts,
and the Anne-Iferie ]j'oundation of Phillips, Wisconsin, the park,

c o n t a i n i n g 2 5 0 c o n c r e t e a n d g l a s s s t a t u e s d e p i c t i n g n o r t h w o o d s

a n i m a l s , f o l k h e r o e s , p a ^ t r i o t i c fi g u r e s , a n d l o c a l e v e n t s , h a s h e e n

■^dta^lly-restored "by conservators Don o.nd Sharron Hewlett, and is
J !

m a i n t a i n e d b y P r i c e C o u n t y a s a c o u n t y p a r k .

T h e s u c c e s s o f t h i s p r o j e c t i s a m a z i n g i n l i g h t o f t h e f a c t t h a t

a - ' S e v e r e s t o r m n e a r l y d e s t r o y e d t h e W i s c o n s i n C o n c r e t e P a i ? k o n

July 4th, 1977, only 5 months after restoration had begiAn. The
^a-rn and studio, and over 300 pine trees in the heavily wooded

park v/ere blown down, not only causing extensive damage to the

sta^tues as they fe l l , but a lso drast ical ly a l ter ing the environ-

^ ® n t » . I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e a c t u a l s t a t u e r e s t o r a t i o n , a m a j o r

landscap ing pro jec t was a lso comple ted by the conserva tors .

I f t h e s t o r m c a n b e s a i d t o h a v e h a d a n y a d v a n t a g e , i t w a s t h a t

s ince near ly every figure was broken open, the conservato i 's had

complete access to the rottjfi wood armatures, and they were able
to co r rec t t h i s ma jo r s t r uc tu ra l p rob lem by rep lac i ng v /ood w i t h

s t e e l . T h e H o w l e t t s a l s o w o r k e d w i t h ' S i k a C h e m i c a l C o r p o r a t i o n

engineers and products, using a variety of bonders and epoxies.



f o r reassemb ly o f sha t te red o r c racked p iEces , Match ing co lo re^

°i03?tars were donated "by Medusa Cement Company. Early photo document-

Q ' t i o n w a s o b t a i n e d f r o m J i m Z a n z i . a n d R o b e r t A m f t , b o t h o f C h i c a g o .

Rarely does a project involv^ing conservators, federal, state,
county, industrial, and private support meet with the kind of
cooperat ion that made th is project a success. The Fred Smith Wis

cons in Concre te Park Pro jec t se ts a p receden t fo r ' t he res to ra t ion

O f o the r. g rass r oo t s c i t es t h roughou t t he Un i t ed o ta tes . l i any

n e e d a t t e n t i o n i m m e d i a t e l y . '■ -
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