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1 thought SPACES might like to know about Pastor Alan Moody's "Garden of Mem
ories" ,-^3 rel i gious ly-ori ented environment created by the pastor bf the Walnut
Grove Communi ty Church in Thorntown, Ind iana, and some of h is flock. The
garden was built as a result of visions received by Pastor Moody and his wife,
Jewel, through which the Moodys were commanded to build a beautiful garden.
Church member, Oick Birge, who originally owned the land on which the garden
stands, received a vision from Jesus commanding him to sell the land to the
church for the construction of the garden. Mr. Birge is also responsible for
some of the wood carving which decorates the garden, most notably the central
w o o d e n c r o s s w i t h t h e fi g u r e o f C h r i s t c r u c i fi e d . '

As the accompanying slides show, the garden is mainly of stone set in concrete, with
a small chapel with stained glass windows, a grotto containing a shroud stained
with "blood", decoupaged biblical passages, and pools of water.<3 cT J p I ( ̂.2.4
The Garden of Memories is located along U.S. Route 52, near the Clinton/Boone
County line. Though I have not yet found the time to track down Pastor Moody
and talk with him about the garden, I hope to in the future. Let me know if
y o u a r e i n t e r e s t e d i n a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n .

By the way, is "folk art environment" really the best term to use for these rather
eccentr ic phenomena?
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