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D e a r S P A C E S ;

I v e r y m u c h e n j o y e d M r. R o s e n ' s t ^ J J c , " E n v i r o n m e n t a l
FoP^ A r t and . t he Amer i can Landscape" , a t t he C inc inna t i
S3 'mpos ium, and v /as happy to learn about SPACES. I enc lose
a check to begin my mem.bership.

I s t i l l h a v e i n m i n d m ^ y p r o m i s e t o s e n d a l o n g
i m , p r e s s i o n s o f L l r s . P o p e ' s G e o r g i a s i t e , a n d s h a l l d o t h a t
a s s o o n a s I c s x i -

A n o t e o n a n o t h e r l o c a t i o n , C h a t e a u L a r o c h e , L o v e l a n d ,
O h i o , w l i i c h R o b a n d I v i s i t e d o n o u r w a y b a c k - f r o m C i n c i n n a t i ;

I t w a s s n . a p p r o p r i a t e d a y f o r c a s t l e - v i s i t i n g . T h e
r o c k - e n c r u s t e d f o r m f r o m a n o t h e r c e n t u r y s t o o d i n t h e g r a y
l i g h t o f l a t e a f t e r n o o n , i t s t e x t u r e h i g h l i g h t e d b y a fi n e
d r i z z l e . T u f t s o f m i s t fl o a t e d a c r o s s t h e d i r t r o a d f r o m t h e
nearbjr Litt le Ll iami River and nestled lovr on the stairv^ay
w h i c h l e d t o t h e e n t r y . A t t h e t o p , v i e k n o c k e d a t a l a r g e
w o o d e n d o o r a n d a t a l l D a n e w i t h a d e e p v o i c e i n v i t e d u s i n t o
a. rectangular s tone and concrete room, made cheer fu l b j^" a
s p a r k l i n g fi r e p l a c e . A n O r i e n t a l w o m . a n s a t b e h i n d a d e s k
w h i c h h e l d a d o n a t i o n b o x a , n d p o s t c a r d s , s m a l l p l a s t e r
Chateaus (designed by the biiilder to sell to visitors), and
o t h e r s o u v e n i r s . A c r o s s t h e r o o m . , a y o u n g c o u p l e s a t i n t h e i r
c o a t s a t a t a b l e , p l a y i n g c h e s s .

A c c o r d i n g t o a b o o k l e t a . u t h o r e d b y l i a r r y D . A n d r e w s
( I 8 9 O - I 9 8 I ) , b u i l d e r o f C h a t e a u L a r o c h e , w o r k w a s b e g u n i n
1929 on lots or ig inal ly purchased by Andrews so that his
"Sunday School Class of 2/oung men might have a place to^cajnp,
fish, swim, and boat" . uJork progressed slowly, with a hiatus
d u r i n g t h e D e p r e s s i o n a n d a g a i n d u r i n g I Vo r l d V / a r I I , b u t a f t e r
Andrev7s re t i red in 1955 and moved to the s i te , room.s were more
r a p i d l y a d d e d .The booklet is full of sta.tistics v/hich reveal^ the
7 , e a . l o u s n e s s o f t h e b u i l d e r ( 5 ^ i 0 0 0 p a i l s o f s t o n e c a r r i e d f r i ? m■^he river and nearby gorge, 2,600 sacks of cem.ent used, etc.),
and exam.ples of his ingenuity (e.g., he placed tin^cans into
the forms to l ighten the weight o f the concrete br icks and to
p r o v i d e i n s u l a t i n g a i r p o c k e t s i n t h e w a l l s ) .

K is insp i ra t ion apparen t ly ca jne f rom a fasc ina t ion
w i t h m e d i e v a l h i s t o r y h e i g h t e n e d b y a s t a y i n E u r o p e a f t e r
V/orld VJax I, during which time he saw m.an^'" castles. Attention
t o h i s t o r i c a l d e t a i l V 7 a . s g 5 - v e n t h r o u g h o u t , o n e n o t a b l e e x a j n p l e
being the m.ain door of the Castle, v/hich "opens from, the north
s i d e o f t h e m a i n r o o m , a n d i s v e r y s t o u t l y c o n s t r u c t e d . T h e r e
i s a l ow ' s toop doo r " cu t i n to i t s cen te r, t h rough wh ich , i n
o l d e n t i m e s , a s a s a f e t y m e a s u r e , a n y o n e e n t e r i n g h a d t o s t o o p
l o w, a n d e n t e r v / i t h h i s ' n e c k o u t * , g i v i n g t h e i n s i d e g u a r d
a n o p p o r t u n i t y - ^ o c h o p o f f a h e a d i n c a s e t h e v i s i t o r p r o v e d
t o b e a n e n e m y.



" T h i s d o o r i s c o m p o s e d o f 2 3 S p i e c e s o f w o o d i n
t h r e e l a y e r s . T h e v a r i o u s p i e c e s h a v e t h e g r a i n r u n n i n g i n
a l l d i r e c t i o n s , t o m a l ^ e i t d i f fi c u l t , i n d e e d , i m p o s s i b l e ,
f o r a n y o n e t o c u t t h r o u g h v / i t h a s w o r d . I n o r d e r t o p r e v e n t
anyone from chopping through with an ax, the doors are (and
v / e r e ) fi l l e d v / i t h m a n y n a i l s . T h i s p a r t i c u l a r o n e c o n t a i n s
2 5 3 0 n a i l s . "

A n d r e v / s n e v e r m . a r r i e d ( i n h i s b o o k l e t h e s a y s " t h e
Castle is his family and probably \vill be his monument"),
bu t he en joyed the company o f ma i i j ' " v i s i t o rs who s topped to
see his v/ork (by his estim.ation, 30,000 a year) and of the
m.embers o f t he Kn igh t s o f t he Go lden Tra i l , v / ho se rve as
guides and work to complete a wing of the Castle according
t o A n d r e w s * p l a n s .

A f o r e w o r d t o A n d r e w s * b r o c h u r e s a y s t h a t t h e C a s t l e
w a s b u i l t a s a r e m i n d e r o f t h e t i m e w h e n " K n i g h t h o o d w a s i n
fl o w e r " . . . w h e n k n i g h t l y " z e a l f o r h o i i o r, v s X o t a n d m a n l y
p u r i t y. . . l i f t e d m . a n k i n d o u t o f t h e m . o r a l m i d n i g h t o f t h e d a r k
a g e s . . . " . I t c o n t i n u e s , " P r e s e n t h u m a n d e c a d e n c e p r o v e s a
n e e d f o r s i m i l a r a c t i o n . A l r e a . d y t h e a n c i e n t o r g a n i z a t i o n o f
K n i g l i t s h a s b e e n r e - a c t i v a t e d t o s a v e s o c i e t y. A n y m . a . n o f
h igh idea ls who v / i shes to he lp save c i v i l i za t ion i s i nv i ted
to become a membe?," o f the Knights o f the Golden Tra i l , whose
onlj'" vows are the Ten Commandments. Chateau Laroche is the
v/or ld headquar ters o f th is organizat ion, s ta^r ted in 1927*"

V J e w e r e t o l d t h a t c h i l d r e n ' s g r o u p s h o l d c a j n p - o u t s
a t t h e C a s t l e , p e o p l e c o m e t o p i c n i c o n t h e g r o u n d s d u r i n g
t h e s u m m . e r , a n d a t l e a s t o n e v / e d d i n g h a s t a k e n p l a c e t h e r e
( t h e b r i d e a n d g r o o m , a p p r o p r i a t e l y, m e m b e r s o f t h e S o c i e t y
fo r Crea t i ve Anachron ism.s ) .

C l i p p i n g s i n m y O h i o fi l e r e f e r t o t w o o t h e r c a s t l e s ,
n e i t h e r o f w h i c h a p p e a r t o b e o w n e r - b u i l t :

Glamorggj i , bu i l t I905 by yJ i l l iam H. Korgan; Al l iance,
Chioj in Iv'organ family'- until 1939» now occupied b^f locaJL school
d i s t r i c t ? N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r o f H i s t o r i c P l a c e s .

C a s t l e P i a t t K a c - A - C h e e k ; V J e s t L i b e r t y , O h i o ; b u i l t
by General Abram 3aunders Pia.tt, 1P6^; guided tours; admission fee.

I c o n t i m i e t o l o o k f o r e n v i r o n m . e n t a l s i t e s i n t h i s
a r e a a n d s h a l l l e t y o u k n o w o f t h e m i f I fi n d a n y.

B e s t v / i s h e s ,

J O P r e s t o n


