
M A I N E N T R A N C E

The main en t rance to the Museum is an a roh about seven fee t h igh made
o f c e m e n t a n d s a n d . A t t h e t o p o f t h e a r c h i s a w r e a t h o f r o s e s e n c i r
cl ing a marble with the date^ 1894, chiseled on it-^the date the Pope home
w a s e s t a b l i s h e d * A b o v e t h e w r e a t h i s a n i m p o s i n g b u s t o f M a r t h a B e r r y.
The front gate is the head of a^ old iron bed. Prom the arch to the porch
i s a c o n c r e t e w a l k c o v e r e d a b o v e w i t h w i s t e r i a a n d h e d g e d w i t h a c o p i n g
a b o u t t w o f e e t h i g h w h i c h i s p a t i ^ i a l l y c o v e r e d w i t h i v y .

MARATHA BERRY. One of the greatest women in Creorgiai who has further
e d e d u c a t i o n a n d m o l d e d t h e c h a r a c t e r o f t h e y o u n g p e o p l e o f o u r s t a t e .
S h e i s a g r e a t p h i l a n t h r o p i s t w h o h a s g i v e n u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d j n e i L a n d w o m e n
t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o h a v e a c o l l e g e e d u c a t i o n .

(Outside on the right of ttld entrance gate) From left to right: The
Mother Queen, The Mother Laborer, The Brit ish Nurse, The Soldier of World
MaVf II, and The American Nurse. On the slab are the names of the boys
of Grady County who died in battle during World Wai*, II.

(Outside on the left of th0 ent ance gate) General Eisenhower andGeneral MacArthur. "Strong in the strength of the Lord we fight in the
People*s cause, eind n^Ver stop until that cause is won*"

Writers of the Constituiion of Georgia, 1943-44. Mrs. Forester's son
was a member of this comniission, which re-wrote the State Constitution.

To the Women of America, who by their industry and service have help
e d p r e s e r v e o u r w a y o f l i f d .

T H E L E F T G A R D E N

SOLDIER BOY. A monument to the soldiers of World War, I._ The entire
structure is eleven feet high. The soldier is five feet,** i fbur inches tal l .
In his right hand is a scabbard belonging to a sword which was a family
heirloom of the Pope family, made in 1776. The sword is buried in a ped
e s t a l u p o n w h i c h t h e s o l d i e r ' s l e f t h a n d r e s t s . I n f r o n t o f t h e p e d e s t a l
is a marble slab, "April 6, 1917 to November 11, 1918," the dates of
A m e r i c a ' s p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h e w a r. J u s t u n d e r t h e s o l d i e r ' s f e e t , i s
another s lab wi th " In Honor o f Our So ld ier Boys" on i t . In exp la in ing how
she came to make Soldier Boy, Mrs. Forester said, "I saw in the paper that
a civi club in Atlanta was going to erect a monument to the boys who so
bravely fought in the war. They had to buy the land upon which the mon
ument was to be erected and pay some one to do the sculpturing. I thought
i t a beaut i fu l idea. Then the thought came to me that I had the land here
and wouldn't have to buy it, and I wanted to build something for our boys
h e r e , t o o . "

T h i s i s t h e fi r s t p e r m a n e n t s t a t u e w h i c h s h e m a d e .

P R A Y I N G F O R Y O U a n d P E A C E .

T H E R I G H T G A R D E N

RED CROSS NURSE. A RED CROSS NURSE is standing near a small monument
from which, vith her left hand has lifted a veil revealing a marble slab
bearing the names of every boy from Grady County killed in action in World
War, I. At the comer there is a bust of a Red Cross Nurse, in honor of a
M i s s J e k i n s w h o w a s k i l l e d i n a h o s p i t a l o n t h e M a r n e , d u r i n g t h a t w a r .

THE GOLD STAR MOTHER. She i s i n t he a t t i t ude o f so r row, as a re a l l
t h e m o t h e r s o f l o s t s o n s i n s e r v i c e .

THE STCNB-AGE MAN. A perhistorin character who is bogged nlown in mire
a n d l e a d i n g h i s b l i n d w i f e - — y e t i s s m i l i n g e t e r n a l l y .

QUEEN MARIE OP RUMANIA. T /hen th is lady made her fi rs t v is i t to
America, she had never had her hair bobbed, but in less than two months she
l o o k e d l i k e o n e o f u s , b y c u t t i n g h e r h a i r .

MOZAIC LOVESEAT. A cha i r made o f cemen t w i t h va r i ous s i zes , shapes ,
and co lo r s o f g l ass embedded i n t he cemen t .



THE PORCH

RUTH BRYAN 0\ifEWS, our first woman ambassaaor to Denraark.

e wears are words of warning, rning Mrs. Forester iirould say,
rr is,"*™?/:": t :r '

LS'.':2iSL*S't;r™.-s
"Uncus did more for the white people, was more loyal to f ̂,ther Indians,. To me, he, the last of the Hohioans, was the greatest of

111 Indians and that is why I chose hio for my model.
The heads he is wearing were made from the hackhone of rattlesnakes,

irs. Forester made these beads herself.

IS ir.rss!.s r«.rs%t=
.-r .j'r S

bonnet with tiny curies peeping out all across her foreheac.
adldfed across the front of the bonnet.

In Honor of Hothor-in-law and Daughter-in-law.
SCARLETT O'HARA, the mistress of Tara, who was fearless and selfish

h e r a m b i t i o n s .

aa4AN GIRL. A large urn-type vase houses the bust of a Roman Girl.

r f c=-

"The Devil Present in Every Home."
GONE T/ITH THE \aND.

■:» '.r,!;.zStorp;utr..r.s '.=s.;r
t o d a y .

NAMES OF THE COItaTTEE CREATING GRADY COUNTY- Cut in marble are these
names creating this county on August 17, 1905.

CUPID'S POND. Mrs. Forester felt strongly about the sanctity ®

::S « SifBy 'm lrSSJl~.- I^tt/oenter b...! on .s . . .
w e e d .

FOOTPRINTS OP TIME. These five statues depict life from t''® .mothê Ŝ eS yeaL old, the grandmother at fifty, the great grandmother at



eventy five, "Death With A Smile, At Ninety," and Old Father Time, "The
o s t p r e c i o u s t h i n g w e h a v e . "

At e i ther end of the poroh is a throne chair, wi th a h igh decorated
ack, straight arioa, and decorated with sea shells of varied hues, shapes,
n d s i z e s . T h e r e i s a t a b l e , l i k e a l i b r a r y t a b l e . T h e g l a s s t o p f o r t h i s -
ab le was or ig ina l ly a w indsh ie ld o f the fi rs t oar in Grady County.

A statue on each side of the entrance into the house represents a
G r a n d m o t h e r O h E i t h e r S i d e o f t h e H o u s e . "

I N S I D E T H E H O U S E

M r s . ¥ 4 H . F e l t o n ^ t h e f i r s t w o m a n S e n a t o r . M r s . R e b e c c a F e l t o n i s
e a r i n g t h e l i t t l e b o n n e t w h i c h s h e f a s h i o n e d w i t h h e r o w n 8 8 y e a r o l d
ands to wear to T^ashington, D. C. vhen she went to take her seat in the
ai ted States Senate. (There is a photograph here f rom which the statue
as modeled.)

The room on the left as you walk in th6 house was called "The Cupid's
3om" bedause Mr. Forester, a Justic of the Peace, often performed wedding
s remon ies he re* Mrs4 Fo res te r p laced the m i r ro r i n the pos i t i on i n
lich it now hangs In relation to the rostrum, so that she might ask the
ride and grbom immediately before the ceremony "to look behind you and get
last look of freed Old«" This invariably got a laugh from the nervous

) u p l e , a n d s e t t h e m a t e a s e .

CLEOPATBA, The youngest queen who ever sat on a throne* She was to) beautiful and enchanting, and always accomplished her ambitions. She
IS dissatisfied with life, however, and committed suicide by allowing a
i i s o n o u s a n a k e t o b i t e h e r . S h e t r i e d o u t t h e e f f e c t o f a s n a k e - b i t e o n
) n e o f h e r s u b j e c t s b e f o r e s h e u n d e r t o o k t h e o r d e a l h e r s e l f .

QUEEN OP THE ROCKS. This statue depicts a woman holding her freedom
I one hand, adrift on the rocks of a dissolved marriage. Mrs. Forester
*lt so strongly about the sin of divorce that she fashioned this figure
I a s y a b o l o f t h e w a y w a r d d i v o r c e e . R o c k s a r o u n d t h e b a s e a r e a o o l -
i c t i o n f r o m t h e s t a t e s o f t h e U n i o n .

SIXTEENTH CENTURY FUNERAL. This is a copy of a plaque sent from
lay in 1920. The men of that time wore long, flowing robes in black
id white, because there were no colors. There were no flowers at the
n e r a l , a s C h r i s t h a d n o n e a t H i s .

THE DISAPPOINTED BRIDE. The groom failed to appear at the alter. Her
id of honor is consoling her by saying how fortunate she was that he
d not come now, because a man of his character would disappoint her uiore
later years. The candle represents a light fcr her path of life ever

t e r .

A S H E B O P L O V E ,

A JAPANESE MOTHER. A book written about 1919 of a Christian Japanese
ther who was a martyr was the inspiration for this statue. Since Pearl
rbor, we Americans do not appreciate the Japanese as we once did. How-
er, there are Christians in Japan. The arch above this statue is madeof faces of nine American mothers of various religious beliefs.

ICAISER BILL on his knees in Georgia.

CLEI»iENCEAU, TEE TIGER OF PRANCE. He was one of the greatest generalsthe First ¥orld T7ar. He was very loyal to the Allies. He is called
e Tiger of France because of his fearlessness and power. He was buried
an upright postion, as this was traditional in his family. Because of

s militaristic nature, he wanted to be buried standing at attention.
THE GARDEN OP EDEN. Everjrthing in this garden grew in the bottom of

3 sea, except the greenery, which grew near here, and represents the
e-apple of today. There is a small statue of Adam and Eve and the serpent.

EUROPEANS COMING TO AI^ERICA. (Painting) Our fore-father^, who left



castles in Europe (auch as the one in the center) for unpretentious log
cabins in America, now have descendants who are the richest people in the

I world, and have castles and skyscrapers which loom large, and tall over the
a n t i q u a t e d m a s i o n s a b r o a d ,

NANCY HART. This is the only statue of Nancy Hart in the world. As
you remember, she is the brave Georgia woman who shot and hung six British
soldiers in her back yard in Hart County^ Georgia during the Revolutionary
XV ar.

G i l d e d c h e r u b s a n d fl o w e r s o u t l i n e a r c h e s a n d d o o r s i n s i d e t h e h o u s e .
Upstares there are a number of oil paintings depicting various scenes, a
telephone of the type first used in Grady County, and a collection of paper
money. A four poster bed, handmade of walnut trees out from the Pope
E s t a t e i s a f a m i l y t r e a s u r e .

In addit ion, there are numerous chairs, loveseatsj and benches» as
wel l as, oandlelabra, urns, vases, and picture frames, al l made by Mrs»
Forester. Every usable pi^ce of Grady County^s first car, an has
been transformed into something. The housing forms part of a pedestal,
and the seats have been neatly covered for sofas in the bupid's Rootni Also

used were parts of sewimg machines, peddles, wheels from machinery, parts
o f o i l s t o v e s , l a r d c a n s , a n d m i l i n e r y r a c k s .

In construct ing a statue, the body was made first of cement and sand
over re in fo rced i ron sha f t ing . The face was mo lded and po l i shed las t . Mos t
o f the s ta tuary ins ide the house is made o f P las ter o f Par is . (P las ter o f
Paris ornaments can be cleaned by covering them with a thick layer of starch
l e t t i n g i t d r y t h o r o u g h l y, a n d t h e n b r u s h . A l l t h e d u s t w i l l a d h e r e t o t h e
s t a r c h , a n d w i l l c o m e o f f w i t h i t . )

SOME NOTES ON HER PERSONAL PHILOSOPHY

We know that from the Bible everything ( lots of people are not going
to agree with me on this) is predestined from Christ's birth up until His
resur rec t ion . Each and every one o f us i s jus t a l ink in the cha in o f
humani ty. The b lood in your ve ins is just as red as mine. Each one is put
h e r e f o r a p u r p o s e , a n d o f t e n t i m e s a s a c h i l d I c o u l d v i s u a l i z e t h a t t h e r e
were th ings that I wanted to do. I have always wanted to paint , and br ing

o u t v i s i o n s . A s I h a v e g o n e d o w n t h e p a t h w a y o f l i f e , I h a v e b r o u g h t o u t
these v is ions of rea l i ty. Then I would have to get busy do ing someth ing
w o r t h w h i l e f o r m y l o v e d o n e s . A s a l i t t l e g i r l g o i n g t o s c h o o l , I l o v e d m y
teacher and honored him above all people in the world, and he was one of the
g r e a t e s t i n s p i r a t i o n s t o m e t o g e t t o t h e h i g h r u n g o f t h e l a d d e r o f e d
u c a t i o n w h i c h e a c h c h i l d s h o u l d h a v e . I g n o r a n c e i s t h e w o r s t c u r s e t o h u m -
a n i t y . E a c h s h o u l d s t r i v e t o d o h i s b e s t . N o o n e i s g o i n g t o p u s h y o u u p
t h e l a d d e r , a n d n o e f f o r t h a s e v e r b e e n l o s t . I t i s u p t o u s t o d o s o m e
t h i n g i n l i f e t h a t i s w o r t h w h i l e . O f t e n t i m e s a s w e g r o w o l d e r , w e g e t
t h r e a d b a r e , a n d t h i n k t h a t l i f e i s a b u r d e n . T h e n w e t h i n k o f w h a t G o d h a o
d o n e f o r u s , a n d i t g i v e s u s n e w l i f e a n d n e w t h i n g s t o l i v e f o r . H e c a n
s e e b e a u t y i n t r e e s , l / e h u m a n b e i n g s m u s t t h i n k t h a t l i f e I s w o r t h w h i l e
w h e n w e s e e s o m u c h n a t u r e p o r t r a y e d a s G o d i n t e n d s i t t o b e . T h e y t a k e
l i f e e a s y a s i t c o m e s , b u t w e m o r t a l s h a v e s o m a n y d i s a p p o i n t m e n t s u n t i l w e
f e e l t h a t l i f e I s n o t w o r t h x ^ h i l e . T h e n w h e n t h e m o r n i n g c o r a e s o n a n e w
d a y , w e w a l k o u t a n d s e e G o d ' s h a n d i w o r k a s t h e s u n r i s e s o v e r t h e h i l l t o p s .
L a t e r w e s e e t h e b e a u t i f u l d e s c e n d i n g s u n s e t . T h e n w e t h i n k b a c k t o t h e
l o v e d o n e s w h o h a v e g o n e . T h a t i s w h e n I g e t b u s y a n d t h i n k o f a n e w p i c
t u r e I w a n t t o p a i n t , o r s o m e f a c e I w a n t t o b r i n g o u t i n m e m o r y o f s o m e
p e r s o n w h o h a s d o n e h i s b e s t , a n d g i v e n h i s l i f e f o r a l l , I h a v e o f t e n
t h o u g h t t h a t i t i s o u r d u t y t o e a c h o t h e r t o m a k e l i f e w i t h I t s b l e s s i n g s
w o r t h w h i l e .

S H O R T S K E T C H O F H E R L I F E
B y M r s . F o r e s t e r

I n 1 8 7 3 , n e a r l y 8 0 y e a r s a g o , I fi r s t s a w t h e l i g h t , n o t t h r e e m i l e s
f r o m h e r e . I i n h e r i t e d a l o v e f o r n a t u r e f o r m s f r o m m y m o t h e r . S h e w a s
a " d r e a m e r " o f b e a u t i f u l t h i n g s , a n d t a u g h t m e h o i f t o m o d e l a n d c r e a t e
s m a l l s t a t u e s o u t o f c l a y * S h e m a d e m o s t o f h e r c o l o r s o u t o f s u c h t h i n g s
a s p o k e - b e r r i e s , f r o m w h i c h y o u g e t p u r p l e a a n d s h a d e s o f p i n k .



1

T'/hen I xms 21 years old, I married my school teacher, B. H. Pope. I
made my first life-size statue in 1900. I was fortunate in securing an
art teacher from Colorado for a short while. In 1911, my husband died and
left in my care my two boys. For several years I had to forget my dreams,

as they were only 12 and 14 years of age. In 1917 I bui l t the statue
honoring our soldiers. There are many other statues, over 200 in all, each
one representing a special character. All this work has been a pleasure to
me. This Museum is on the oldest lot of land in Grady County.

QUOTATION FRai THE BAPTIST BUILDER. Ochlochnee, Ga.
O c t o b e r, 1 9 5 2

"Mrs. Laura Pope Forester, an honored and beloved member of Pine
Forest Church, Grady County, is one of the most remarkable women in this
entire section of the state. Although now in advanced age, she still is
ac t i ve in the suppor t and par t i c ipa t ion o f thF work o f the church . She
supervises her large plantation. Very unusal, unique and elaborate is amuseum of statuary and interesting things produced and assembled by her
near the lovely home of this fine woman. This museum and statuary, a work
of real art, shows the handiwork of a most unusual woman. It is worth
g o i n g m a n y m i l e s t o s e e . "

EXCERPT FROM ARTICLE IN MACON TELEGRAPH
By Kate Miftel, (not dated)

In describing Mrs. Forester: "She is a gracious, friendly lady, tiny
broim curies slipping from the knot worn high upon her head, oool clear
complexion, light brown eyes which brightened when she talked, and a charm
ing sm i l e . He r vo i ce i s l ove l y, l ow ye t v i b ran t w i t h l i f e and he r wo rds
h a v e a w a y o f r i p p l i n g f o r t h . "


