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P . 0 . B o x 4 7 5 8 1

P h o e n i x , A z . 8 5 0 6 8
J a n . 1 3 , 1 9 9 0

D e a r S e y m o u r ,
Y o u a s k e d m e h o w i t f e e l s t o l i v e i n a F o l k A r t E n v i r o n m e n t .
I a m a d d i c t e d t o i t ! I t g i v e s m e i n s p i r a t i o n a n d s o l a c e . I h a v e
decided to hold an "Open House each month this year in celebration
o f t h e C e n t e n i a l o f T h o m p s o n ' s b i r t h , 1 - 1 - 9 1 , I t h a s b e e n a m
u s i n g , t r y i n g t o c o n v i n c e s o m e p e o p l e t h a t I d o l i v e h e r e . T h e i r
reac t i ons he lp me apprec ia te the un iqueness wh ich has become my
every day exper ience. I feel l ike making cut-outs of the "Space
Needle" and some of the people and wearing them around my neck.
Then my world would be visible to others,— to their awareness,
a s I c a r r y i t w i t h m e , i n s i d e .

A w o m a n a r g u e d w i t h m e , i n s i s t i n g t h a t I d i d n o t l i v e t h e r e .
F i n a l l y s h e s a i d , " A l l r i g h t , w h i c h h o u s e d o y o u l i v e i n ? " I h a d
t o p o i n t t o a r o o f l i n e , n o t n e a r l y a s i n t e r e s t i n g a s t h e l i t t l e
g l a s s h o u s e s .

In a matter of months I should have the north side of my house
completed. My mother used to l ive there unt i l I changed the roof,
which forced her to move next door. I plan to keep it as a sep-
e r a t e u n i t ; t o b e u s e d a s a n o f fi c e a n d f o r g u e s t s . I w o u l d
be pleased if you would consider staying as my guest on some future
t r i p t o P h o e n i x . T h e n y o u w i l l k n o w e x a c t l y h o w i t i s t o l i v e i n
T h o m p s o n ' s G a r d e n I

To m o r r o w w i l l b e m y fi r s t " O p e n H o u s e " f o r 1 9 9 0 . I h a d o n e i n
D e c e m b e r, a n d o n l y t e n p e o p l e c a m e . I a m fi n d i n g i t h a r d t o g e t
the energy to rake up the last few leaves and sweep the porch.

I s u b m i t t e d p h o t o g r a p h s t o A r i z o n a H i g h w a y s M a g a z i n e y e s t e r d AY. I
s h o u l d k n o w i f t h e y l i k e t h e m i n a b o u t a m o n t h . I w o u l d l o v e i t i f
they would print an art ic le about Thompson in the Jan.l , 1991 issue. '

I a m w o n d e r i n g a b o u t y o u r p h o t o g r a p h s , w h i c h y o u t o o k h e r e . A r e
y o u p l e a s e d w i t h t h e m ? I w o u l d l o v e t o s e e . '

I am wondering, also about my SPACES shirt. Could there be a problem
w i t h t h e m a i l ? I h a v e r e c e i v e d m a i l f r o m y o u i n m y m a i l b o x i n f r o n t
o f t he house— bu t mos t o f t he ma i l t ha t has been sen t t o me the re
has been returned to the sender. That is why I wonder about it .

I h o p e t h a t 1 9 9 C w i l l b e a g r e a t y e a r f o r y o u . I l o o k f o r e w a r d t o
hearing about your show; even an announcement would answer many
q u e s t i o n s f o r m e . I r e a l i z e t h a t y o u a r e v e r y b u s y.

P. S . D e b o r a h W h i t e h u r s t , E x e c . D i r e c t o r o f P h x . A r t s C o m m . i s a w a r e
of my problem with the road, and Councilman Paul Johnson, who is

S i n c e r e l y ,




