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M a r i o n B l a k e
G r o v e r C l e v e l a n d T h o m p s o n
1 0 0 2 3 N . 1 3 t h P l a c e
P h o e n i x , A z . 8 5 0 2 0

R o c k G a r d e n o f S u n n y s l o p e

D e a r M a r i o n ,

I wou ld l i ke to thank you for hav ing the fores ight near ly
t e n y e a r s a g o o f r e c o g n i z i n g t h e c h a r m a n d v a l u e o f t h e
s i te spec ific ar twork o f Grover Cleve land Thompson. Ten
y e a r s a g o n o t m a n y p e o p l e k n e w a b o u t f o l k a r t e n v i r o n m e n t s
a n d f e w e r s t i l l w e r e t a l k i n g a b o u t " O u t s i d e r A r t " w h i c h
has become the " rage" in the in te rna t iona l a r t wor ld . Today 's
n e w s p a p e r s / p e r i o d i c a l s a n d j o u r n a l s f e a t u r e n u m e r o u s a r t i c l e s
a b o u t f o l k a r t a n d o u t s i d e r a r t .

Thank you fo r becoming so impressed w i th Mr. Thompson 's
w o r k t h a t y o u l e f t y o u r n a t i v e s t a t e o f N e w Yo r k a n d y o u r
employment to move to Phoen ix and beg in your a rduous task
of ownership of the rock garden. In the ensuing years you
h a v e w o r k e d t i r e l e s s l y t o r e b u i l d , r e s t o r e a n d p r o t e c t t h e
"Garden" . You knew in your hear t i t was a very s ign ificant
d i s c o v e r y .

Thank you also for notifying me about the garden and making
i t ava i lab le to me, my f r iends and fe l low pro fess iona ls
a n d m o s t o f a l l t h e s t u d e n t s o f m y F o l k a n d O u t s i d e r A r t
c l a s s e s a t A r i z o n a S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y . Yo u a r e a l s o t o b e
c o m m e n d e d f o r n o t i f y i n g a n d m a k i n g i t a v a i l a b l e t o t h e p u b l i c .
You have been a real friend of the arts in your community
f o r b o t h t h e g a r d e n s a n d y o u r g e n e r a l a d v o c a c y t o t h e a r t s
i n p u b l i c p l a c e s m o v e m e n t .

A s y o u k n o w I h a v e b e e n r e s e a r c h i n g t h e s u b j e c t o f f o l k
a n d o u t s i d e r a r t f o r t h e l a s t t w e n t y fi v e y e a r s . I h a v e
t r a v e l e d t h o u s a n d s o f m i l e s a c r o s s t h e N o r t h A m e r i c a n c o n t i n e n t
a n d r e c e n t l y S p a i n , F r a n c e a n d S w i t z e r l a n d v i s i t i n g a n d
d o c u m e n t i n g t h i s s p e c i a l g e n r e o f a r t .

I can assure you tha t the Thompson Rock . Garden ranks r igh t
u p t h e r e w i t h t h e b e s t o f l i k e w o r k a c r o s s t h i s n a t i o n a n d
a b r o a d . I t i s t r u l y t h e b e s t i n A r i z o n a a n d w e a r e s o l u c k y
t o h a v e i t i n o u r c o m m u n i t y . I t i s i n d e e d a N a t i o n a l T r e a s u r e .



M y o n l y h o p e i s t h a t t h e C i t y o f P h o e n i x h a s t h e e q u a l f o r e s i g h t
t o r e c o g n i z e i t ' s i m p o r t a n c e a s a j e w e l i n t h e c o m m u n i t y.
T h e c i t y c a n g a i n g r e a t b e n e fi t b y r e c o g n i z i n g t h e v a l u e
o f T h o m p s o n s w o r k . I n F r a n c e t h e r e i s a t o w n c a l l e d H a u t e r i v e s
t h a t r e c e i v e s t h e b e n e fi t s o f 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 v i s i t o r s a n n u a l l y
t h a t c o m e f r o m a l l o v e r t h e w o r l d t o v i e w " L e P a l a i s I d e a l " ,
t h e m o n u m e n t a l w o r k o f F e r d i n a n d C h e v a l . T h e h u m b l e p o s t m a n
w h o s e v i s i o n a n d t h i r t y t h r e e y e a r s o f i n t e n s e l a b o r c r e a t e d
o n e o f t h e m o s t o u t s t a n d i n g w o r k s o f f o l k a r t a n d a r c h i t e c t u r e
i n t h e w o r l d .

A l t h o u g h T h o m p s o n ' s w o r k i s n o t o n t h e s a m e g r a n d s c a l e
i t i s a s i g n i fi c a n t f o l k a r t e n v i r o n m e n t .

I hope the c i t y w i l l bes tow the p roper recogn i t ion and h is to r i c
s t a t u s t h a t t h e g r a d e n d e s e r v e s . W e h a v e s e e n t h e r e s u l t s
o f m u n i c i p a l c a l o u s n e s s a n d n e g l e c t i n t h e p a s t . G o n e a r e
t h e w o n d e r f u l s i t e s o f 1 6 t h S t r e e t a n d N o r t h e r n a n d t h e
R o c k P a r k o n V a n B u r e n i n e a s t P h o e n i x , b u l l d o z e d i n t h e
n a m e o f p r o g r e s s .

With your for t i tude and the courage of the Ci ty of Phoenix
w e w i l l h a v e t h e G r o v e r C l e v e l a n d T h o m p s o n R o c k G a r d e n t o
e n c h a n c e o u r c i t y f o r g e n e r a t i o n s t o c o m e .

T h a n k s s o m u c h ,

/?/)1
Ron Gâ ŵski
F r i e n fl / a n d P r o f e s s o r o f A r t
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