
Pamett Newin '̂s BROKEN QflpLISK
m the

The BROKEN ©BEMSK^ situated^ in a
PpM opposite i^e Rothko ^apel entrance, has |]«en called'
by some art cntics "the greatest .A^encan sculpture af the
twentieth century." Acquired in 1968* the same yeluf that
Br. Mai^ ^ther King, Jr. was assassinated, it is d^ic^ed
to the memoii^ of the civil rights li^der.

Biamett Newman was a friend of Mark Rothko and
was one of die most influential of the New York ^tetract
expr^sioniste. Like RolWco he was beset by profound
fe%ious and p^osophfcal: concerns which he stn^^ed:
throughout his life ;to tran^te iiito vi^al form. Newman
di iedi in 1970.

This obelisk is one of three in existence, another
being in the upper courtyard of the Museum o^ Modem Art,
Np«^ York, the third in the qjuadrangle <)f the Univereily of
Wa^ngton, Seattle. It is 2$ feet high and niade of CorrTen
steel, it consists of a square b^e plate beneath a four-
sided pyran^i whose tip meets and supports that of the up-
eiid^i broken Obelisk, ^e two tips have exactly the ssme
angle (53 de^ees, borrowed from that; of the Egyptian
pytamids wMch had long fasciiiiated the artist) so that their
juncture forms a perf^t X.

Twentieth Centuiy Paintmg/Sculpture magazine
irai^ &e question of why ^s monumeht has such power
to stir our feelings: *ls it the daring juxtapositioji of two
age-old shapes that have contrary memings, the one sym-
jboiizing dmel^s stability, the oAer a thrust toward Jflie
heavens?......Jt speaks of our unfulfpled spiritual yearnings,
of a ̂ uest for the jiiOnite and universal ̂ liat peraists today
^ U di# ^iOUs^ds^ ye^ ago/'


