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June 21, 19 84 Bir thday of Henry Tanner and Rockwel l Kent
H i g h l a n d s , N o r t h C a r o l i n a 2 8 7 4 1

JARGON SOCIETY, AT IT AGAIN, AND STILL CRAZY AFTER ALL THESE YEARS...

What North Carolina, and the Nation, needs is a good five-cent cigar
one manufactured out o f ground—up rootabaga, the only known substance
guaranteed to be good for you. Unti l that t ime, I am plott ing
something else good for North Carolina: a MUSEUM OF VISIONARY ART,
Where? Maybe just north of Old Salem in one of those handsome brick
rai lroad bui ldings near the intersection of Brookstown and Old Salem
r o a d s . C o s t? L e t ' s n o t g e t i n t o t h a t y e t . A l l o f t h i s i s s t i l l
v i s i o n a r y .

The immediate point is, Roger Manley (photographer and folklorist
n o w s t a t i o n e d a t D u r h a m Te c h n i c a l I n s t i t u t e ) a n d I h a v e j u s t d i s c o v e r e d
the cosmic centerpiece for such a museum: a nearly complete telling
o f t h e s t o r i e s o f t h e B i b l e b y 8 7 - y e a r - o l d M r s . A n n i e H o o p e r, o f
Bux ton , NC on the Outer Banks . Mrs . Hooper 's accompl ishment i s qu i te
i n c r e d i b l e . I t i s a d e v o t i o n a l w o r k c o n s i s t i n g o f t h o u s a n d s o f
figures made out of dr i f twood, Engl ish put ty, and paint , created oversome 35 years since an angelic messenger told Annie to get on with it.
The work is unique, inspired, and inspir i t ing to others. When Chr ist
preaches to the birds, Annie provides a comforting 278 birds to
complete the tableau. Who can count the number of Gadarene swine she
has made? Innumerable figures cram her modest house in Buxton: the
C h i l d r e n o f I s r a e l , t a k i n g p a r t i n t h e E x o d u s , fi l l t h e s u n p o r c h ;
t h e G o l d e n C a l f i s s o m e w h e r e u p i n t h e a t t i c ; D a n i e l i n t h e L i o n ' s D e n
is jumbled this way and that in a corner of the barn... If assembled
in one piece, with imagination, sound and light (perhaps like a Civil
War diorama), Annie Hooper's Bible Stories would draw good Christians
to Wins ton-Sa lem l i ke sp i r i tua l fl ies . As a fo lk -a r t ach ievement i t has
no equal except at the very highest level: Simon Rodia's Towers at
Wat ts , S .P. D insmoor 's Garden o f Eden in Lucas , Kansas , and the
F a c t e u r C h e v a l ' s ' I d e a l D r e a m - P a l a c e ' a t H a u t e r i v e s i n t h e p r o v i n c e o f
D r o m e i n s o u t h e a s t e r n F r a n c e .
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A n n i e H o o p e r i s 8 7 y e a r s o f a g e . S h e i s n o t a n x i o u s t o r e m a i n o n
t h i s fi t f u l e a r t h f o r l o n g , s h e w a n t s t o j o i n h e r l a t e h u s b a n d o f
6 7 y e a r s , J o h n , i n C h r i s t i a n H e a v e n . B e f o r e s h e g o e s , w e w o u l d b e
c o m m i t t i n g a c r i m i n a l a c t b y n o t c a t a l o g u i n g h e r w o r k :
p h o t o g r a p h i n g e a c h t a b l e a u , l a b e l l i n g t h e i n d i v i d u a l p i e c e s ,
r e c o r d i n g o n p r o f e s s i o n a l q u a l i t y t a p e A n n i e ' s s t o r y o f e a c h
e p i s o d e . W i t h t h i s d o n e , t h e r e i s b r e a t h i n g s p a c e t o a l l o w f o r
t h e c r e a t i o n o f a n o n - p r o fi t , fi r s t - c l a s s M U S E U M O F V I S I O N A R Y A R T .
M r . M a n l e y a n d I w i l l n o t b e p a n d e r i n g t o t h e e x q u i s i t e g r e e d
a n d u r b a n e w r o n g - h e a d e d n e s s o f b i g - c i t y d e a l e r s a n d c o l l e c t o r s .
W e w o u l d l i k e t o s e e s o m e o f t h e b e s t n a t i v e a r t r e m a i n i n t h e
S o u t h , w h e r e i t i s b e i n g m a d e . . . M r . S e y m o u r R o s e n , D i r e c t o r o f
S PA C E S ( S a v i n g a n d P r e s e r v i n g A r t s a n d C u l t u r a l E n v i r o n m e n t s ) i n
L o s A n g e l e s , j o i n s R o g e r M a n l e y a n d m e i n e m p h a s i z i n g t h e u r g e n c y
o f p r o p e r d o c u m e n t a t i o n i n B u x t o n . T h e n e x t i s s u e o f S PA C E S '
n e w s l e t t e r w i l l h i g h l i g h t s i t e s i n N o r t h C a r o l i n a a n d t h e e n t i r e
c o u n t r y w i l l s e e u s w i t h n e w e y e s .

R o g e r M a n l e y a n d I t a l k e d t h e _ o t h e r d a y w i t h D a n P a t t e r s o n ,
P r o f e s s o r o f E n g l i s h a t U N C C C h a p e l H i l l ) a n d D i r e c t o r o f t h e
C u r r i c u l u m i n F o l k l o r e . H e i s a s a m a z e d b y t h e A n n i e H o o p e r w o r k
a s w e a r e . A n d h e a g r e e s t h a t a t r a i n e d g r a d u a t e s t u d e n t i n f o l k l o r e
n e e d s t o g e t t o B u x t o n a s q u i c k l y a s p o s s i b l e . H e l u c k i l y h a s a
c a n d i d a t e a v a i l a b l e i n A u g u s t t o d o t h e w o r k ; C a t h e r i n e P e c k ,
R o u t e 5 , B o x 3 3 5 , B u r n s v i l l e , N o r t h C a r o l i n a 2 8 7 1 4 .

W e n e e d a s m a l l f o u n d a t i o n g r a n t o r a g i f t f r o m a p r i v a t e
i n d i v i d u a l t o c o v e r M r s . P e c k ' s c o s t . T h e s a l a r y i s n e g l i g i b l e ,
l i v i n g c o s t s b y t h e s e a s i d e i n A u g u s t m u s t b e c o v e r e d . W e a r e
t a l k i n g a b o u t 3 0 d a y s ' t i m e . L e t ' s c a l c u l a t e :

M o d e s t a c c o m m o d a t i o n o n t h e O u t e r B a n k s i n
A u g u s t 0 $ 3 5 . 0 0 a d a y . T o t a l : $ 1 0 5 0 . 0 0

T h e 1 0 0 0 m i l e s f r o m B u r n s v i l l e t o B u x t o n
a n d b a c k b y c a r @ 1 8 < : p e r m i l e : 1 8 0 . 0 0

N C S t a t e p e r d i e m a l l o w a n c e f o r f o o d % ,
@ $ 1 3 . 5 0 . T o t a l : 4 0 5 , 0 0

\ \ •

3 0 r o l l s o f f i l m @ $ 5 , 0 0 e a c h ; ' • 1 5 0 , 0 0
P h o t o fl o o d l i g h t s , 4 @ $ 3 , 0 0 e a c h ) 1 2 . 0 0

T a p e s , l a b e l s , N a g r a t a p > e - ^ r e c o r d e r , e t a l . ^
p r o v i d e d g r a t i s b y U N C C u r r i c u l u m o n F o l k l o r e

S a l a r y ? E v e n a t $ 5 . 0 0 a n h o u r , a m o n t h i s 8 0 0 . 0 0



the 1 A li (. I ) ;\ S ( ) ( 111 ^ inc.

3 .

A d d t h e s e fi g u r e ? u p a n d y o u g e t a t l e a s t $ 2 5 0 0 . 0 0 . P e r h a p s
Mrs . Peck can sk imp on sa la ry because she w i l l be dea l ing w i th
w o n d e r f u l m a t e r i a l f o r a t h e s i s o r b o o k . S o , w e a r e a s k i n g f o r
$2000 .00 m in imum, w i th a b i t more i f poss ib le . We a re no t be ing
s o d e m a n d i n g a s t h e f o l l o w i n g :

^ R E C I P I E N T S

J15" 000 -fU
a . j F U ^

$ ̂ 0 , 000
iucij JnsiiivTx.
{or Taking

of 64rk.;/

/ <r/ /
Lh-dlxJi

R . c U f

I t w o u l d b e a d i s a s t e r t o h a v e s o m e t h i n g . " ^ s w o n d e r f u l a s A n n i e
H o o p e r ' s m a r v e l l o u s w o r k d i s a p p e a r w i t h o u t v i e w . S o , fi r s t w e
g e t a c l e a r p i c t u r e o f i t . T h e n w e b e g t h e a r t - s t r u c k M e d i c i
c h i e f t a i n s o f F o r s y t h C o u n t y f o r a n e w m u s e u m t o c o m p l e m e n t
M E S D A , S E C C A , t h e S a w t o o t h , R e y n o l d a H o u s e , e t a l . N o r t h C a r o l i n a
i s f u l l o f ' o r d i n a r y ' p e o p l e w h o o f t e n t u r n o u t t o b e n o t
o r d i n a r y a t ^ a l l . T h e y w i l l c o m e t o t h i s m u s e u m , i f t h a t i s n e w s
t h a t t h e c i t y f a t h e r s o f W i n s t o n - S a l e m w a n t t o h e a r .

A n o t h e r t i m e J w i l l t e l l y o u a b o u t a s e c o n d m a j o r t r e a s u r e t h a t
n e e d s h o u s i n g ; " T H E E LV I S - VA N , " a h a g i o g r a p h i c 1 9 6 2 C o r v a i r t r u c k ,
p a i n t e d b l a c k a n d c o v e r e d i n a i r - b r u s h e d s c e n e s f r ^ m t h e l i f e o f
Elvis, courtesy of 4000 hours' labor by Mr. Churchi-11 Winston Hil l
o f E l i z a b e t h t o n , Te n n e s s e e . P r e s s t h e b u t t o n s c k t h e o u t s i d e o f t h e
van and interior juke boxes play you "Jailhouse 'Rock" or
" B l u e S u e d e S h o e s , " a n d l o t s o f l i g h t s fl a s h q n a n d o f f ,

A c h e c k ( t a x - d e d u c t i b l e t o a n o n - p r o fi t p u b l i c c o r p o r a t i o n ) , p l e a s e ,
t o T H E J A R G O N S O C I E T Y, c / o F , W h i t n e y J o n e s , P r e s i d e n t , 1 0 0 0 W e s t
F i f t h S t r e e t , W i n s t o n - S a l e m , N o r t h C a r o l i n a 2 7 1 0 1 . Te l e p h o n e ?
( 9 1 9 ) 7 2 2 - 2 3 7 1 .


