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J O H N M E D I C A

S i t e : J o h n M e d i c a * a G a r d e n

Date o f b i r th ; I9OO; born in (what i s now) Yugos lav ia , near Tr ies te

Came to the U.S.: 1922; went to work in a Eureka logging camp

Employment : worked in several s tates in the lumber industry as
a logger ; had a s tore dur ing the depress ion, los t every th ing;

s t a r t e d r a i s i n g c h i c k e n s a n d t u r k e y s u n t i l 1 9 5 5

C a m e t o S a n t a R o s a : 1 9 3 2

B o u h t l a n d i n S a n t a R o s a i n 1 9 4 3 — 1 0 3 a c r e s

B e g a n b u i l d i n g h o u s e s o n h i s l a n d i n t h e 1 9 4 0 s : b u i l t t h r e e h o u s e s

i n t h e 1 9 4 0 s a n d 1 9 5 0 s

S e l f - t a u g h t i n m a s o n r y a n d r o c k w o r k : " I i n v e n t e v e r y t h i n g — I d o n * t

h a v e n o p i c t u r e , a n y t h i n g — a l l i n m y i m a g i n a t i o n "

B e g a n b u i l d i n g w a l k w a y s , b r i d g e s , c a s t l e s , w a l l : 1 9 5 5 • " T h e r e w a s

n o t h i n g h e r e i n 1 9 5 5 "

P o p u l a t i o n o f S a n t a R o s a a t t h e t i m e : 5 - 7 0 0 0 i n t h e 1 9 4 0 s ( a c c o r d

i n g t o J o h n )

A c q u i r e d d i s c a r d e d c h i p - r o c k s f r o m t h e q u a r r e y n e a r b y t o u s e i n h i s

r o c k - w o r k : " I * d g o a r o u n d b a c k a n d fi n d a n i c e r o c k , t h a t ' s

w h a t I w a n t e d , a n d I s t a r t e d . "

T h e q u a r r e y h a d b e e n t h e r e s i n c e a r o u n d 1 8 8 0 a n d p r o v i d e d r o c k

a n d c o b b l e s t o n e f o r S a n F r a n c i s c o . W o r k e r s w o u l d h a u l t h e

r o c k s b y h o r s e a n d w a g o n t o t h e r a i l r o a d a b o u t a m i l e a w a y

J o h n r e m e m b e r s w h e n H o w a r d P a r k w a s c r e a t e d : t h e c i t y b o u g h t l a n d

f r o m v a r i o u s o w n e r s a n d n a m e d t h e p a r k a f t e r H o w a r d , w h o w a s

" s o m e b i g s h o t "

Did rock-work for many people, worked on restoring part of a

W i n e r y



J O H N M E D I C A ( c o n t . )

J o h n ' s p r o p e r t y i n 1 9 8 3 — k a c r e s

Stopped bui ld ing on his property in 1976/7
A t p r e s e n t s o m e o f J o h n ' s r o c k - w o r k i s o n o t h e r p e o p l e ' s

p r o p e r t y b e c a u s e h e l o s t s o m a n y a c r e s . T h e p r o p e r t y w a s

f o r e c l o s e d o n t h e M e d i c a ' s s e v e r a l t i m e s d u r i n g t h e 1 9 6 0 s

o r 1 9 7 0 s ; t h e y d i d n ' t , a t t h e t i m e , h a v e t h e m o n e y t o b u y

t h e p r o p e r t y b a c k . T h e i r c a s e w a s t r i e d i n c o u r t b u t t h e

a t t o r n e y t h e y h i r e d ( o r t h e c i t y a t t o r n e y ) " s t o o d u p "

f o r t h e o t h e r s i d e a n d t h e y l o s t . T h e M e d i c a ' s f e e l t h a t

t h e c i t y " d i d u s d i r t " — n o w t h e y c a n n o t u s e t h e i r o w n b r i d g e

to enter their property because someone else owns i of i t

R o a d w a s n a m e d a f t e r M e d i c a i n t h e 1 9 5 0 s

A t o n e t i m e M e d i c a ' s w o r k a t t r a c t e d m a n y p e o p l e e v e r y d a y c o m i n g

t o s e e i t

A l o c a l t e l e v i s i o n s t a t i o n d i d a s t o r y o n M e d i c a a n d h i s w o r k

a t o n e t i m e

T h e P r e s s - D e m o c r a t n e w s p a p e r p u b l i s h e d t h r e e a r t i c l e s o n M e d i c a

O n e o f h i s s c u l p t u r e s i s i n f r o n t o f t h e l o c a l p o s t o f fi c e


