SPACES 1979 documentation, survey program of five California sites

Conducted by Don and Sharon Howlett

NAME

0l1d Trapper*s Lodge
Grandma Prisbrey's
Bottle Village

Possom Trot
(dismantled)

Art Beal's Nit
Wit Ridge

Driftwood Charlie's
World of Los Art

LOCATION

Sun Valley, CA
Los Angeles County

Simi Valley, CA
Ventura County

San Bernardino County
Cambria, CA
San Luis Obispo County

Winterhaven, .CA
Imperial County

*Four of 10 California State Landmarks all number 939 designated
under Twentieth Century Folk Art Environments (Thematic)
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CALVIN AND RUBY BLACK'S

Estinated Length of Project

Estimated Cost of Pfoject

Labbr

2 Conservators $1,500/month
1 Carpenter $1,200/month
1 laborer $1,000/month

Building Repglr

Merry-Go-Round Repair

Sign Repair

Doll Restoration

POSSUN TROT -

Total

18 months
12 months
12 months

Toygll

12.

18 Monthsn

)

$91,203,00

54,000,00
14,400, 00
12, 000,00

$80,uoo;po
7,203,00
2,465,00
635.00

500,00

$91,203,00

{
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 CALVIN AND RUBY BLACK'S POSSUM TROT

General Description of Environment

Calvin and Ruby Black started a rock shop in 1953, and

augmented it with wind-driven merry-go-rounds and a Fantasy
Ao te Laatyrwwat
Doll Show to attract tourists, hyﬁere are about sixty dolls
v lis
carvedjgﬁ-redwood and pine, painted and dressed, thweushkeut
AL

tho—enxiceamont, the majority of them on the stage of the Fan-

o

tasy Doll Show, which 2lso displays quite—=2 number of Calvin
Black's paintings:ﬁégé-égga his workshop. Outside, besgides
the,;g;and of eight wind-driven merry-go-rounds - each with
it;’own dolls - are wooden stage coaches, trains, a totem pole,
wishing weli; hearse, and antiques, including a gold dry-
washer and sharpening stone, Dolls and wagons, wind vanes and
other objects adorn the rooftops. There are also painted signs
and a fenced area with collected rocks next to the building
that still serves as a rock shop and-mheme Ruby BlacksLivewe '™

Calvin 1s deceased,

Condition of Artwork

As a total environment, Posmum Trot is in terrible con-

dition., Exposure to desert weather has stripped the clothes

14,



Artist Calvin Black

from the dolls displayed outside, and winds have blown apart
the wind-catching elements of the merry-go-rounds and vanes.
Nearly all wood parts é&gfgotted. and painted surfeces have
faded and peeled. The buildings are in poor condition, with
roof's galling in., There is dust and sand everywhere inside. The
Dolls in the Fantasy Doll Show have been covered with plastic
and are generally in good condition, except for dirt and water
stains from/spring molsture and leaky roofs! The rock shop has
no water or ;lectricity, and by most standérds is unlivable;

It is also filthy. These conservators guess that there are a

goocd number of Calvin's paintings and other objects underneath

the rubble,

Recommendations for Restoration

Our instincts tell us that the best preservation plan
for this incredible environment would be to remove it from the
ravages of the desert to a secure place like the Smithsonian

Hampton

Institution, similar to the James Haptom project, There are
two problems with this. One would be to find a suitable or-
ganization and space for it, and the other would be to convince
Ruby Black of the advisability of such a project. It is not
like'y that a-project of this kind could be instrumented in

Ruby Black's lifetime.

15.



" Artist Calvin Black

On-gsite Restoration Plan
{Afx)hﬂﬁgﬁﬁ
It is our feeling that saqner-oep-teter the work will have
to be removed from the desert, but some stabilization program
should be implfmented until thgat can occur, This can be done

in several stages and will take about elghteen months,

1. Building repairs: All builldings need new roofs and fer
SLVQQA

'«

walls to-be straightened. Rotted wood wWoldd be replaced
and original wood gcraped, sealed, and repainted. New fences,

doors, and some windows need to be tnstaltéd,

Materials Estimate $7,203.00

2, BRepalr and preventative reconstruction of merry-go-rounds:

Each merry-go-round needsa new roof and other carpentry
repairs, sealing and painting, Wind-driven elements need
to be reassembled, replacing steet with aluminum, and re-

Placing or repairing all gears and bearings.

Materials Estimate 22,465,00

3. BRepair of signs and other wood construction:

Materials Estimate $ 635,00

4, Repair and redressing of Dolls:

Materials Estimate § 500,00
16.




Artist Calvin Black

# Conservators® note:

Of all the sites we looked at in California, Possum Trot
1s the one most in need of immediate attention., Without a |
stabllization program of some kind, nearly all merry-go-rounds
and dolls displayed outside will deteriorate past the point
of restoration. Restoration is always preferred over later

recreation of the environment, so please move soon on this onel

i .,f\/
Eskimated Length of Stabilization 18 Months
Esbimated Cost of Stabilization $91,203,00

17,
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CALVIN AND RUBY BLACK'®S POSSUM TROT

Estimated Length of Project

Estimated Cost of Project

Labor

2 Conservators $1,500/month
1 Carpenter $1,200/month
1 laborer $1,000/month

Building Bepsir

Merry-Go~-Round Repair

Sign Repair

Doll Restoration

Total

18 months
12 months
12 months

Toaali

18 Months

$91,203,00

544,000, 00
14,400, 00
12, 000,00

$80,400, 00

7,203.00

2,465,00

635.00

500,00

$91,203.00
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Calvin § /?aé// Blacks  Fossum Jrot

LEGEND
1, Mantasy Doll 3how 14, "Grocery Girl" duncer
2. Stage 3top 15, Helen
3. FPossum Trot News 16, Rhoda
I, Possum Trot Shop 17. Ferris iheel
5. Rock Shop 18, Stage Coach
6, Hearse 19. Covered Wagon
7. Sharpenlng Stone 20, Roman Charilot
8., Gold Dry Jasher 21. Totem FPole
9. Palm King 22, 3tage Coach
10, i Ho Cowboy 23, Hell's Cargo stage Coach
11, Big Chief 24, Helen M, Covered Jagon
12, Merry-go-round 25. Water Shed
13. The 3kating Rink 26, Well and Wind ruap
27, Shed
V-1
26 ! 2
5 7
a0 9




CALVIN AND RUBY BLACK'S POSSUM TROT

General Description of Environment

Calvin and Ruby Black started a réck shop in 1953, and
augnented it with wind-driven merry-go-rounds and a Fantasy
Doll Show to attract tourists. h@here é;e ggbu€V;Yx¥& dolls
carved—9§~redwood and pine, painted and dressed, bhreusieut
the~ennixonmen%. the majority of themagn the stage of the Fan-
tasy Doll Show, which also displays qutte—aéhumber of Calvin
Black's paintings, ,an& atsn his workshop. Outside, besides
the 1island of eight wind-driven merry-go-rounds - each with
its own dolls - are wooden stage coaches, trains, a totem pole,
wishing well, hearse, and antiques, including a gold dry-
washer and sharpening stone., Dolls and wagons, wind vanes and
other objects adorn the rooftops. There are also painted signs
and a fenced area with collected rocks next to the building
that still serves as a rock shop and -<whewme Ruby BlackSLkvesgﬁtxj\

Calvin is deceased.

Conditlion of Artwork

As a total environment, Possum Trot is in terrible con=-

dition. Exposure to desert weather has stripped the clothes

14,



Artist Calvin Black

from the dolls displayed outside, and winds have blown apart
the wind-catching elements of the merry-go-rounds and vanes.
Nearly all wood parts é&gf;otted. and painted surfeces have
faded and peeled. The buildings are in poor condition, with
roof's galling in., There is dust and sand everywhere inside. The
Dolls in the Fantasy Doll Show have been covered with plastic
and are generally in good condition, except for dirt and water
stains from/spring moisture and leaky roofé) The rock shop has
no water or ;1ectricity, and by most standards is unlivable)

It is also filthy. These conservators guess that there are a

good number of Calvin's paintings and other objects underneath

the rubble.

Recommendations for Restoration

Our instincts tell us that the best preservation plan
for this incredible environment would be to remove it from the
ravages of the desert to a secure place like the Smithsonian

Hampton

Institution, similar to the James Haptom project., There are
two problems with this. One would be to find a suitable or-
ganlization and space for it, and the other would be to convince
Ruby Black of the advisability of such a project. It is not
likely that &ahproject of this kind could be instrumented in

Ruby Black's lifetime.

15.



Artist Calvin Black

On-site Restoration Plan

)
44»’?".'(, Al )

A AR

It is our feeling that socgner-oe—~teter the work will have

to be removed from the desert, but some stabilization program

should be implfimented until that can occur. This can be done

in several stages and will take about eighteen months,

2

3e

Building repairs: All buildings need new roofs and < ex
o [rold
walls to-~be straightened. Rotted wood wyoudd” be replaced
and original wood geraped, sealed, and repainted. New fences,

doors, and some windows need to be installed.

Materials Estimate $7,203.00

Repalir and preventative reconstruction of merry-go-rounds:

Each merry-go~-round needsa new roof and other carpentry
repairs, sealing and painting. Wind-driven elements need
to be reassembled, replacing steet with aluminum, and re-

placing or repairing all gears and bearings,

Materials Estimate $2,465,00

Repalr of signs and other wood construction:

Materials Estimate $ 635,00

Repalr and redressing of Dolls:

Materials Estimate $ 500,00
16.




Artist Calvin Black

# Conservators? note:

Of all the sites we looked at in California, Possum Trot
is the one most in need of immediate attention. Without a
stabllization program of some kind, nearly all merry-go-rounds
and dolls displayed outside will deteriorate past the point

of restoration. Restoration is always preferred over later

e

L

recreation of the environment, so please move soon on this onel

Bs@imated Length of Stabilization 18 Months
Estimated Cost of Stabilization 321,20}.00

17.



