
THIS WILL BE A. REPORT SENT TD25 DR SO PEOPLE IN EUREKA

MOET PEOPLE WILL ACKNOWLEDGE THAT ROMANO GABRIEL !S iNTERNATIOPiALLY. EUREKA'S
MOET WELL KNOWN FIGURE - CERTA.INLV IN THE ART WORLD.

THE PUBLIC INSTALLATION OF HIS SCULPTURED GARDEN ON SECOND STREET IN THE "OLD
TOWN" REDEVELOPhEffT AREA. BROUGHT GREAT HONOR TO ROMANO AND TO THE CITV.

THE "OLD TOWN' PRESENTATION DF THE GARDEN IS WONDERFUL -UNFORTUNATELY THE
•OFFICIAL" FACTUAL INFORMATION AVAILABLE ON ROMANO IS COMTRADICTORV ORNON
E X l S TA f ^ .

IN JUST3 DAySQF RESEARCH IN EUREKA I FOUND BIRTH DATES OF 2^6/1887: 1806; 1889
AND2/15n896:- ANDDEATH DATES OF 3/3/1977 AND 3/19/1977.

A NEWLV RELEASED BROCHURE FROM THE EUREKA CHAMBER OF COHMERCE LiETTB ROMANO'S . 0
DEATH AS BEING IN THE ig70'S. IT GIVES THE INSTALLATION DATE OF HIS WDRKS ON ̂SECOND STREET AS 1977. ROMANO DID NCTT DIE TILL 197? AND IT WAS FIVE ffiRB BEFORE ffTM
EUREKA HERITAGE SOClETV RAISED THE MONEV AND 8UILT A STRUCTURETO HOUSE A ̂  V. \Ŝ
PERHANENT INSTALLATION. THE OFFICIAL OPENING WAS APRIL 3. 1982

THE CHAMBER'S BROCHURE ALSO STATES THAT ROMANO SPENT 3D VEARS ON THE PROJECT.
IT IB COMMONLV THOUGHT THAT HIS WORK STARTED IN THE ig^O'S ~ HOWEVER HIS FRIEND.
LDUIB ROLANDELLL THINKS IT HAD TO BE THE MID FIFTIES (EVEN MORE SPECTACULAR
CONSIDERING THE AMOUNT DF WORK PRODUCED)

MV CUR50RV RESEARCH THROUGH COUNTV GRANTOR RECORDS - SHOWS NO ROMANO
GABRIELQWNIN6 ANVPROPERTV AT 1415 PINE BEFORE DECEMBER 31J953. AROMANO
GABRIELBOUGHT ATLEAST7PR0PERTIEBUPT0 1957- AND. ACCORDING TO LOUIS
ROLANOELLL DEVELOPED THEM (E.G.BUILT HOUSES). MOST REFERENCES TO ROMANO CALL HIM A
LABORER, CARPENTER AND GARDNER - VET HE SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN MORE OF A DEVELOPER
AND ENTREPENEUR

THE PUBLIC LIBRAR^ FILE ON ROMANO CONSISTS OF AN OUTDATED FACT SHEET AND A FEW
NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS - THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE FILE COf^AINS JUST 1 COPV EACH OF A
BROCHURE, A PHOTOGftAPH. A PRESS RELEASE AND THE SAME FACT SHEET. THE CONVENTION
AND VISITORS BUREAUS WERE AB HELPFUL AS THEV COULD BE, BLTT HAD LITTLE SUBSTTAMTIVE
INFORMATION AVAILABLE.

WE KNOW THAT A PLAN WAS MADE OF ALL THE PIECES IN THE GARDEN BEFORE IT WAS
DISMANTLED, BUT NO ONE SEEHS TO KNOW DF ITS WHEREABOLTTS. . . .DO VOU? ALSO WE NEED
TO FIND OLTT THE ICONOGRAPHY OF THE PIECES WHILE THERE ARE STILL PEOPLE IN EUREKA
WHO REMEMBER THE STORIES.

COMPILING AN ACCURATE AND INFORMATIVE LIFE HISTORVOF ROMANO WOULD REQUIRE NO
MORE THAN THE INTEREST AND COMMITMENT OF THE C!TV AND CONCERNED INDIVIDUALS.THIS
HISTORV COULD BE A CLASS PROJECT AT ONE OF THE LOCAL COLLEGES, OR A PRCUECT OF ONE
OFTHEHISTTORICAL OR ART GROUPS. A FEW WEEKS OF IffTENSIME RESEARCH AND ORAL
HISTORIES COULD DRAW ALL THIS INFORMATION TOGETHER AND HAVE THE REAL HISTORV DF
EUREKA'S MOST FAMOUS CITIZEN. IT IS IMPORTANT THAT THIS BE DONE NOW, WHILE THERE
ARE EH'ILL PEOPLE AROUND WHO REMEMBER ROMANO AND THE CONSTRUCTION DF THE GARDENS.

SPACEBWILL BE HAPPY TD ASSIST YOU WITH THE INFORMATION WE ALREADY HAVE
DISCOVERED. WE CAN ALSO GIVE SUGBESTTIONS OF WHAT CfTHER INFORMATION NEEDS TO BE
GATHERED, AS WELL AS POTENTIAL SOURCES OF INFORMATION

PLEASE LET US KNOW OF YOUR INTERESTT.


