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N E W S R E L E A S E - F O R I M M E D I A T E R E L E A S E -

A P R I L 2 k , 1 9 7 8

M r s . S a l l y A r n o t , P r e s i d e n t
H u m b o l d t C u l t u r a l C e n t e r
1 7 2 1 Q u a k e r S t r e e t , E u r e k a
( j o t ) 4 4 2 - 8 2 8 2

A j i l u u t i u o o x p o x ^ l o j i c o a w a i t , s t l i o v i s i t o r w l i o t r a v e l s N o r t h o n

U , S , 1 0 1 , t h e " R e d w o o d P l i g l i w a y ' * t o E u r e k a , C a l i f o r n i a , a n d t h e

R e d w o o d N a t i o n a l P a r k .

I ' l i o r e s t o r e d a n d c o n i p l o t o c o l l e c t i o n o T R o m a n o G a b r i e l ' s w o o d e n

" S C l J J J ' T U l i E G A J ^ D E N " w i l l b e o n ( l i s p l a y d a i l y , n o o n t o 5 i O O , f r o m

J u n o 2 n d t h r o u g h A u g u s t l 4 t h , 1 ^ 7 8 , i n E u r e k a * s " O L D T O W N " a r e a ,

T l i o ( ; n r < l < ' n w i l l I x ' i . b t t c x 1 j j i t J i < ? H u m b o l d t C u l t u r a l C e n t e r , c m

i r o j i - T i - o n t , . 1 0 ' 3 y o a i ' o l d V L c t o r i f u i b u i l d i n ^ ^ ; , w h i c h i s i n t h e

N a t i o n a l K e ^ ^ i s t o r o f H i s t o r i c i U i i l d i n c s , i m d i n i t s e l f , i s a w o r k

o f a r t . A d m i s s i o n $ i l . 0 0 A d u l t s / 5 ^ ^ S e n i o r s - c h i l d r e n .

A m e r i c a h a s a r i c h h e r i t a g e o f S u n d a y p a i n t e r s , c r a f t s m e n a n d

f o l k a r t i s t s . O c c a s i o n a l l y a n i n d i v i d u a l c r e a t e s a n i l l u s i o n b y

w J i i c h t h e o r i g i n a l i t y o f h i s c o n c o i ) t s , h i s f r e e d o m o f v i s i o n a n d

t h e t o t a l i t y o f h i s c o m m i t t m e n t t r a n s c e n d s t h e c a t e g o r y o f t h e

a m t i L o u r . C a l i f o r n i a p o s s e s s e s t w o o u t s t a n d i n g a n d i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y

k j i o w n o x a t u j i l o s o f s u c l i f o l k a r t ; S j j n o n R o d i a ' s " T o w e r s " i n W a t t s ,

f u u l J ^ o m a n o C a b r i o i ' s " S c u i p t u x x > G a r d e n " i n E u r e k a .

U o n i < . a i o G a b r i e l w a s b o i ' j i i . n I t a l y c u i d c a j i i o t o t h i s c o u j i t r ' y i n

1 9 1 3 * l i ^ I t a l y h e h a d w o r k e d w i t h h i s f a t h e r a s a f u r n i t u r e m a k e r .

I n A m e r i c a h e s e r v e d i n W o r l d W a r I a n d t h e n m o v e d t o E u r e k a , H e

w a s a c a r p e n t e r , a l u m b e r - j ' - a r d w o r k e r a n d a g a r d n e r . H e b u i l t h i s



Page Two News Release "Sculpture Garden"

homo on Pine Street, where his wooden "Sculpture Garden" began

aj id "grew" lor over 3^ years. Gradual ly his home disappeared

behind the wooden garden. The first objects were trees and flowers,
some of which moved in the wind. Later animals were added, some

turned like carousols. Ultimately ho made faces of people he had

known or read about. Many of his people are peasants in perpetuaJ.

celebration, continuously happy, always feasting, dancing, playing
songs. The women are in peasant dress; the men with monumental

n o s e s , a r e m u s t a c h i o e d , h a v e l o n g h a i r o f r o p e , s o m e w i t h s m a l l

{ioatoes. They are joyous, almost humorous; things that appear to
have been created to arouse a smile. Romano Gabriel himself seemed

to have viewed the garden as an instrument of public propaganda

ratJier than as fjji ob ject for his own contomplation and pleasure;

I h o d c ) s l / 7 i i c d t o h o r t ^ u d , I T r o y c t r o a v o J i i c l e f o r t h e

coirmnonication of ideas. While many of the trees seem purely decora

tive, others embody their creator's attitude about society and its

i n s t i t u t i o n s , ; u i d l i i s r e a c t i o n s t o p u b l i c e v e n t s . H i s s o u r c e s o f

inspiration seom to have been memories of people and places he had
jsoi. ' j i iuid l lu> Nal. ional Geo/yrapJilc i i iagazij io wli ich Jio received eacli

m o n t h .

At first he used a hand saw to cut the pieces, later he built
a small power circular saw. "My idea was just to make these things,
J w.'uitod to malvo something different, 1 just made up pictures out

of wood, ; i : (Jon't buy any materials, 1 take all the boxes and lumber

<lowji ui th(> stoics tJiey aio nil (inds of fruit boxes", was Romano

Gabriel's reply to questions about his wooden garden#



P a g e T h r e e N e w s R e l e a s e " S c u l p t u r e G a r d e n "

R o m a n o G a b r i e l d i e d i n 1 9 7 6 , T h e " S c u l p t u r e G a r d e n " w a s

p u r c h a s e d b y D o l o r e s a j i d R a y V e l l u t i n i , w h o f u l l y r e a l i z e d t h e

v a l u e o f t h e G a r d e n a s A m e r i c a n f o l k a r t a n d h a d a c o n c e r n f o r

i t s p r e s e r v a t i o n . T h e G a r d e n w a s p h o t o g r a p h e d i n i t s e n t i r e t y ,

t h e n i d e n t i fi e d a a d c a t a l o g u e d , b e f o r e b e i n g d i s m a n t l e d , i n

p r ' o p a r a t i o n f o r f u l l r e s t o r a t i o n . A l l t h e p i e c e s h a v e b e e n

r e p a i n t e d i n t l i e i r o r i g i n a l c o l o r s , b r o k e n f r a g m e n t s h a v e b e e n

r M M M ' o a I , w i t h I . h e ? l . l i a l l . « g L v o j i t o m a s t o i ' p i o c o w .

T h e G a r d e n h a s b e e n p u b l i s h e d i n A m e r i c a n p e r i o d i c a l s o f

n a t i o n a l c i r c u l a t i o n , a n d i n 1 9 7 7 s e v e r a l p i e c e s w e r e p s i r t o f

t J i o f o l k a r t e x h i b i t i o n o r g a n i z e d b y M r # S e y m o u r R o s e n , f o r t h e

v S a n F r i m c i s c o M u s e u m o f M o d e r n A r t , e n t i t l e d " I n C e l e b r a t i o n o f

O u r s e l v e s " ,

N o w f u l l y r e s t o r e d , t h e G a r d e n h a s b e e n o f f e r e d t o t h e C i t y

o f E u r e k a , w i t h t h e s t i p u l a t i o n t h a t i t b e p l a c e d i n " O l d T o w n "

i n a p r o t e c t i v e e n c l o s u r e , f u i d i n a s e t t i n g i d e n t i c a l , o r a , t l e a s t

i n s c a l e , t o t h e b u i l d e r ' s o r i g i n a l s e t t i n g .

P r i o r t o a s i t e s e l e c t i o n , a n d d e t a i l s o f r e l o c a t i o n , t h e

G a i ' d e n i s t o b e e x h i b i t e d a t t h e H u m b o l d t C u l t u r a l C e n t e r , 4 2 2 F i r s t

S t r e e t , i n E u r e k a , C a l i f o r n i a .


