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This is an update on our continuing efforts to secxire the preservation of the
Forest iere Underground Gardens in Fresno, Cal i forn ia .

A total of 181 pages of supporting signatures representing 285 California cities,
38 states and 25 countries, as petitioners during the last 10 month% have been
s u b m i t t e d t o d a t e t o v a r i o u s p r e s e r v a t i o n o f fi c i a l s a n d p o l i t i c i a n s :

Jer ry Brown, Governor o f Ca l i fo rn ia
915 Cap i to l Ma l l
Sacramento, CA 95814

Cec i l And rus , Sec . o f t he I n te r i o r
' C S t . B e t w e e n 1 8 t h & 1 9 t h S t s . N . W.
Washington, D.C. 20204

Knox Me l l on , H i s t . P rese rva t i on O ffice r
P. O . B o x 2 3 9 0
Sacramento, CA 95811

Alan Cranston, US Senator
229 Senate Office Bldgo
Washington, D.C. 20510

Chr i s De lapo r t e , D i r ec to r
H e r i t a g e C o n s e r v a t i o n & R e c . S e r .
440 »G* S t ree t N .V / .
Washington, D«C« 20243

Jim Costa, Assemblyman
State Capitol, Suite 2176
Sacramento, CA 95814

Daniel Whitehurst , Mayor of Fresno
2326 Fresno Street
Fresno, CA 93721
John Fr isbee, Dir. Endangered Propert ies
N a t i o n a l T r u s t f o r H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n
1785 Massachuse t t s Ave . N . W.
Washington, D<,C. 20036
Bi l l Sugaya, D i r. Western Regional Off .
N a t i o n a l T r u s t f o r H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n
681 Market Street, Suite 859
San Francisco, CA 94105

M a r i o n M i t c h e l l - W i l s o n , H i s t o r i c O f f .
P. 0 . B o x ' 2 3 9 0
Sacramento, CA 95811

As suggested by many of you during your visit here, we contacted the official^ above
fo r ass i s t ance and d i r ec t i on i n ou r p rese rva t i on d i f fi cu l t i es . Bu t t o da te r esponse
h a s e i t h e r b e e n u n f a v o r a b l e o r n o n e a t a l l . I t i s u n t h i n k a b l e t h a t t h e G a r d e n s w a s
simply given National Register and State Landmark designations to be al lowed to sub'
sist with benign neglect and then let die with a semblance of digni ty and honor, ,

Almost 4,000 of your s ignatures have been submit ted at test ing to the worthiness of
the preservat ion o f the Gardens as a un ique h is tor ica l resource o f i r rep laceab le
va lue ; wo r thy no t on l y o f i t s r ecogn i t i on as o f fic ia l Na t i ona l Reg i s te r and S ta te
Landmark l i s t ings ; bu t a lso wor thy o f every ass is tance requ i red to guarantee i ts
f u t u r e p r e s e r v a t i o n .

We have vigorously sought preservat ion loans, grants and loan-grant combinat ions/
from every level known to us# We have pledged our 50^ interest as security for
assistance in acquiring the opposing unsympathetic interest (for the $220,000 as
conveyed by the opposing attomeyi with the additional pledge of repayments based
on a percentage of revenues generated. We have repeated spel led th is out c lear ly
in many discussions, in correspondence and/or in cover letters accompar^ring the
pe t i t i ons we submi t ted .

But the future of the Gardens remains c louded. Without your cont inued support ,
i t is doubtful that preservat ion officials and pol i t ic ians ( l isted above for
your information) will address the \irgency of this joint preservation effort.
V7ith hopeful optimism, we continue o\ir quest for ways and means to secure the
future of the Undergro\ ind Gardens for future generat ions.

S i nc^^ l y,
- 4021 W. Shaw Ave.- Fresno, CA 93711


