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Stat* of California - The Resources Agency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY

IDENTIRCATION AND LOCATION
1 . H i t o r t e N a m e J o h n M e d i c a ' s G a r d e n

2. Coffltnon or Current Name Same

3. Numt>ef & St reet 5000 Medica Road Cross^r r idor
City Santa Rosa Vidnity Only ___ ZIP 95A04 County (3-Letter Designator) SON

4 . U T M 2 o n e i Q _ A n A 2 5 5 7 5 0 B e 5 2 9 4 9 0 C n 4 2 5 5 7 8 0 p 8 5 2 9 5 9 0
5 . Q u a d M a p N o . P a r c e l N o . O t h e r

S e r . N o . » ■
National Register Status
I Local Designation

D E S C R I P T I O N

6. Property Category If District, Number of Documented Resources ____________________
7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property. Including condition, boundaries, surroundings, and (If appropriate)

arehitecturai style;
The site contains numerous features built by John Medica: the Medica House,

Medica Cottage, a greenhouse/potting shed, stone tool house, swimming pool, and a
stone outhouse. In addition, there are downsized stone structures, castles,
bridges, and grottos, many introduced plants, and extensive paved paths and steps.
T h e s e e l e m e n t s a r e d e s c r i b e d i n t u r n .

The MEDICA HOUSE consists of a single-story Spanish Eclectic style dwelling,
approximately 35 by 55 feet in size. The building is stuccoed except for stone-facing,2-3 feet in height, which extends around the perimeter of the house. It appears that
this apparently decorative surface treatment covers a perimeter.stone footing. The
flat roof has a low parapet; the roof is drained by round ceramic pipes and downspouts.
Aluminum frame windows'are used throughout, both sliders and picture windows. A
stone chimney is set into the west wall; this is reflected inside the house by a
stone fireplace, the only example of Medica's domestic stonework. The building has
entrances on the north ^d east sides. The north entrance is protected by a flat
roof porch, supported on stone columns which, in turn, are connected to a stone
walkway and wall that encloses the house on the north and east sides. The porch

House is said to have been remedied, and interal space reorganized



18. Historic Attributes (with Number from Ust) 02—Single family dwelling; OA—cottage/Qaraae/sheds;
27—folk ar t envi ronment ; 29—landscape features, exot ic o lant inos; 36—ethnic
minor i ty proper ty (S loven ian) .

S l G N i n C A N C E A N D E VA L U AT I O N

1 9 . C o n t e x t f o r E v a l u a t i o n : T h e m e F o l k A r t A r e a C a l i f o r n i a .
Period 19A3-1967 Property Type Folk art environment Conteirt Formally Developed?

20. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare with
similar properties.

The Medica Gardens, houses and outbuildings were designed and hand-built by
John Medica between the years 1943 and 1967. Medica was born in 1900 in Rijeka,
Slovenia and immigrated to America circa 1922 [John Fitzpatrick, personal inter
view], Slovenia, currently the northwest coast province of y^jgoslavia, was then
part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire.

Mr. Medica settled in Eureka, California and worked as a logger. At the same
time, he attended night school and apparently studied engineering and even law
[Joan Fi tzpatr ick and Jean Torres, personal interv iews].

S e e c o n t i n u a t i o n s h e e t

2 1 . S o u r c e s

Te lephone in terv iew wi th Joan F i tzpat r ick , 13 Ju ly 1990. Te lephone in terv iew wi th
Seymore Rosen (SPACES, Los Angeles) 17 July 1990. Telephone interview with Jean
T o r r e s , 1 6 J u l y 1 9 9 0 . C a l i f o r n i a S t a t e 1 ^ \ \
S e e c o n t i n u a t i o n S h e e t / " i V / \ s p k i v V J :

' ' / / ' ' \ ^

23. other Recognition State Landmark #939
State {.andmark No. (If applicable)

r - w /L TMSMORUt, AUMC

/ ' \ S p r i M g
S P f U N O

\

24. Evaiuator X. Hattersley-Drayton, A. Praetzellis ̂  /jT"
Date of Evaluation 19 July 1990

2 5 . S u r v e y Ty p o P r o . j e c t r e l a t e d ^
26. Survey Name Medica Gardens

27. Year Form Prepared 19 Jjlv 1990
By (Name) A. Praetzellis, K. Hattersley-Qraytbn
Organ iza t ion . LOCal H is to rv /Nor th Bay Fo lk l i fe i a
Address 5503 Corbett Circle
aty&ztp Santa Rosa. CA 95403
Phone (707) 54g-2219
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7 .
r o o f h a s a p a r a p e t w h i c h i s t o p p e d w i t h h a l f - r o u n d t i l e s ;
d r a i n a g e i s s u p p l i e d b y s i m i l a r c e r a m i c p i p e s . T h e e a s t e n t r a n c e
f a c e s t h e G a r d e n . I t i s s h e l t e r e d b y a s t u c c o e d , s h e d r o o f e n t r y
p o r c h w h i c h i s r o o f e d w i t h h a l f - r o u n d t i l e s . A s t o n e b e n c h
p r o j e c t s f r o m t h e k n e e w a l l o n t h e w e s t s i d e o f t h e h o u s e . T h e
H o u s e a p p e a r s t o b e i n e x c e l l e n t c o n d i t i o n .

T h e M E D I C A C O T TA G E c o n s i s t s o f a s i n g l e s t o r y , S p a n i s h
E c l e c t i c s t y l e d w e l l i n g w i t h a t t a c h e d g a r a g e , a p p r o x i m a t e l y 2 2 b y
4 0 f e e t i n s i z e . I t h a s a b i - l e v e l , fl a t r o o f a n d i s s t u c c o e d .
L i k e t h e M e d i c a H o u s e , t h e C o t t a g e h a s a k n e e h i g h , d e c o r a t i v e , -
s t o n e f a c i n g . T h i s f a c i n g c o v e r s a p e r i m e t e r f o o t i n g o f e i t h e r
s t o n e o r c o n c r e t e . T h e g a r a g e u n i t m a k e s u p t h e s o u t h e r n s e c t i o n
o f t h e s t r u c t u r e . I t s fl a t r o o f h a s a n i n d e n t e d p a r a p e t o n t h e
s o u t h s i d e o v e r t h e u p - a n d - o v e r g a r a g e d o o r . T h e g a r a g e i s
p i e r c e d w i t h o n e w o o d s a s h a n d t w o a l u m i n u m w i n d o w s . T h e d w e l l i n g
u n i t i s p i e r c e d b y a l u m i n u m s l i d e r w i n d o w s . I t s s t u c c o e d s h e d
r o o f e n t r y p o r c h i s c o v e r e d w i t h h a l f r o u n d t i l e s - T h e f r o n t
p a r a p e t o f t h e p r i n c i p a l r o o f i s d e c o r a t e d w i t h a r o w o f h a l f -
r o u n d t i l e s . R o o f d r a i n a g e i s t r e a t e d b y r o u n d c e r a m i c p i p e s t h a t
l e a d t o d o w n s p o u t s . T h e C o t t a g e h a s a c o n c r e t e - 1 i n e d , p a r t i a l
b a s e m e n t ; a t t h e t i m e o f e x a m i n a t i o n , t h e b a s e m e n t c o n t a i n e d a
f e w i n c h e s o f s t a n d i n g w a t e r . T h e C o t t a g e a p p e a r s t o b e i n g o o d
c o n d i t i o n .

T h e G R E E N H O U S E c o n s i s t s o f t w o w o o d e n s t r u c t u r e s u s e d b y •
J o h n M e d i c a a s a p o t t i n g s h e d a n d p l a n t p r o p a g a t i o n a r e a . T h e .
g r e e n h o u s e c o n s i s t s o f a w o o d - f r a m e s t r u c t u r e c o v e r e d w i t h s h e e t s
o f a t r a n s l u c e n t , c o r r u g a t e d m a t e r i a l . I n s i d e a r e t a b l e s t o h o l d
t h e p l a n t s . T h e s e c o n d e l e m e n t i s a n o p e n l a t h h o u s e i n w h i c h i s a
l o n g b e n c h o r t a b l e o n w h i c h p l a n t s w e r e r e p o t t e d . B o t h
s t r u c t u r e s a r e q u i t e fl i m s y .

O n t h e e a s t s i d e o f t h e p r o p e r t y a r e t h e r e m a i n s o f t w o
s t r u c t u r e s e r e c t e d b y M e d i c a a s p a r t o f a n e a r l y a t t e m p t a t
c o m m e r c i a l t u r k e y r a i s i n g . T h e m o r e n o r t h e r l y s t r u c t u r e h a s
c o l l a p s e d , l e a v i n g o n l y t h e c o n c r e t e s l a b fl o o r . T h e r e m a i n i n g
u n i t i s a s h e d r o o f , w o o d f r a m e s t r u c t u r e , b u i l t a t l e a s t i n p a r t
f r o m s a l v a g e d m a t e r i a l s . T h e s t r u c t u r e i s i n p o o r c To n d i t i o n .

T h e M E D I C A G A R D E N c o n s i s t s o f a l a n d s c a p e o f s t o n e
s t r u c t u r e s a n d i n t r o d u c e d p l a n t s t h a t c o v e r s m u c h o f t h e f o u r
a c r e s i t e . T h e G a r d e n ' s f o c u s i s k n o l l o f r o c k o u t c r o p p i n g a t t h e
m i d d l e o f t h e p a r c e l . T h i s n a t u r a l f e a t u r e h a s b e e n t r a n s f o r m e d
i n t o a f a n c i f u l l a n d s c a p e o f m i n i a t u r e s t r u c t u r e s , b r i d g e s , a n d
e x o t i c v e g e t a t i o n . T h e s i t e c o n t a i n s 2 8 s t o n e s t r u c t u r e s ; t h e s e
i n c l u d e c a s t l e s , t o w e r s , s k y s c r a p e r s , g r o t t o s , p l a n t e r s , a n d a n
a b a l o n e - d e c o r a t e d m u s h r o o m . M o s t o f t h e s e s t r u c t u r e s a r e n o m o r e
t h a t fi v e f e e t t a l l . I n a d d i t i o n , t h e r e a r e t h r e e a r c h e s , w h i c h
s t a n d 7 - 8 f e e t h i g h ; 6 b r i d g e s , i n c l u d i n g a r e p l i c a o f t h e G o l d e n
G a t e B r i d g e , a l l o f w h i c h h a v e s t o n e h a n d r a i l s a n d c a n b e w a l k e d
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a c r o s s ; a - f a l l - s i s e s w i m m i n g p o o l ; a m i n i a t u r e r a i l r o a d a n d " g o l d
m i n e ; " s e v e r a l w a t e r f a l 1 / p o o l c o m p l e x e s ; a n d t h o u s a n d s o f - f e e t o - f
p a v e d w a l k w a y s , w a l l s , a n d s t e p s . T h e s o u t h w e s t e r n p r o p e r t y
b o u n d a r y i s m a r k e d b y a n e x t r a o r d i n a r y s t o n e f e n c e , o v e r 3 0 0 f e e t
l o n g , w h o s e i n t e r m i t t e n t p o s t a r e i n t h e s h a p e o f s m a l l , c o n i c a l -
r o o f e d t o w e r s . T h e e n t i r e p r o p e r t y i s e x t e n s i v e l y p l a n t e d w i t h
e x o t i c s p e c i e s . T h e c e n t r a l k n o l l i s p a r t i c u l a r l y w e l l s t o c k e d
w i t h m a t u r e c a c t i a n d o t h e r s u c c u l e n t s .

T h e s t o n e w o r k i s i n g e n e r a l l y e x c e l l e n t c o n d i t i o n . A
d e m o l i s h e d a r c h i n t h e n o r t h e r n s e c t i o n o f t h e G a r d e n p r o v i d e d a
v i e w o f M e d i c a ' s c o n s t r u c t i o n t e c h n i q u e s . T h e , a r c h w a s o f b a s a l t
l u m p s u p t o 1 f o o t i n d i a m e t e r . T h e r o c k w a s b u i l t u p a r o u n d a
f r a m e o f . 1 i n c h d i a m e t e r s t e e l p i p e a n d c e m e n t e d w i t h c o p i o u s
a m o u n t s o f c o n c r e t e . M e d i c a l e f t v e r y f e w a i r p o c k e t s i n t h e
i n t e r s t i c e s t h a t w o u l d h a v e w e a k e n e d t h e a r c h . S o m e o f t h e
s m a l l e r f e a t u r e s w e r e m a d e o f r o c k c h i p s i m p l a n t e d i n a s k i n o f
c o n c r e t e o v e r a w i r e f r a m e . A l t h o u g h t h e e n t i r e s i t e i s q u i t e
r i g i d , s u r p r i s i n g l y f e w c r a c k s a r e e v i d e n t i n t h e c o n c r e t e . E v e n
t h e m o s t d a m a g e - p r o n e f e a t u r e s — t h e b r i d g e s a n d t h e i r a s s o c i a t e d
s w a g - l i k e h a n d r a i l s — s h o w v e r y f e w c r a c k s a n d n o i m m e d i a t e l y
o b v i o u s i n d i c a t o r s o f s i g n i fi c a n t s t r u c t u r a l p r o b l e m .

2 0 . I n 1 9 4 3 h e p u r c h a s e d c i r c a 1 0 3 a c r e s i n S a n t a R o s a , o f w h i c h
f o u r a c r e s s u r v i v e t o d a t e a s t h e M e d i c a G a r d e n s . H i s p u r c h a s e
p r o m p t e d c r i t i c i s m f r o m f a m i l y a n d f r i e n d s b e c a u s e t h e l a n d w a s
s o r o c k y y o u " c o u l d n ' t e v e n p l a n t a p o t a t o " C p i t s p a t r i c k D - I n
r e t r o s p e c t , i t a p p e a r s t h a t h e w a s d r a w n t o t h e p r o p e r t y b e c a u s e
i t r e s e m b l e d t h e l a n d s c a p e o f h i s f o r m e r h o m e l a n d . I n d e e d , t h e
r o c k w o r k f e n c e s a n d l a t e r b r i d g e s ^ c a s t l e s a n d s u n d r y f a n t a s y
s c u l p t u r e s a l s o r e fl e c t e d v e r n a c u l a r b u i l d i n g t r a d i t i o n s o f
C r o a t i a a n d S l o v e n i a .

A c c o r d i n g t o f a m i l y h e i r s , M e d i c a fi r s t b u i l t t h e
c a r e t a k e r ' s c o t t a g e a n d t h e n t h e m a i n h o u s e , w h i c h h a s s i n c e b e e n
m o d i fi e d . I n e a r l i e r y e a r s t h e h o u s e p l a n w a s d e s c r i b e d a s
" m a z e - l i k e . " T h e r o c k a r c h w a y o v e r t h e d r i v e w a y w a s a l s o
c o n s t r u c t e d a t t h e t i m e o f t h e m a i n h o u s e , c i r c a 1 9 4 5 . M e d i c a
a l s o b u i l t t h r e e r e n t a l h o u s e s o n h i s a c r e a g e . T h e s w i m m i n g
p o o l , p o n d a n d i m m e d i a t e g a r d e n a r e a s w e r e c o n s t r u c t e d n e x t .

M e d i c a m a r r i e d l a t e i n l i f e . F r a n c i s M a t u c e v i c h W a i t e , a
C r o a t i a n - A m e r i c a n , p r o v i d e d a s o c i a l c o n t e x t w h i c h w a s a p r o f o u n d
i n fl u e n c e o n h i s w o r k . M r s . W a i t e ' s f a m i l y m a i n t a i n e d s t r o n g
e t h n i c t i e s t h r o u g h t h e S l o v e n i a n H a l l i n S a n F r a n c i s c o . S h e
g a r d e n e d s i d e - b y - s i d e w i t h h e r h u s b a n d . A l s o h e r f a m i l y ( i n
p a r t i c u l a r t w o y o u n g n i e c e s ) r e g u l a r l y v i s i t e d t h e p r o p e r t y a n d
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i n fl u e n c e d i t s c o n t i n u i n g d e v e l o p m e n t . I t w a s a f t e r h i s
m a r r i a g e , i n f a c t , t h a t M e d i c a b e g a n t o b u i l d t h e f a n t a s y
s c u l p t u r e s . T h e s e r i e s o f c a s t l e s w e r e s t a r t e d i n 1 9 6 3 a s a
r e q u e s t f r o m a n i e c e . S h e e v e n b u i l t a c a r d b o a r d m o d e l f o r t h e
fi r s t c a s t l e w h i c h b e c a m e t h e c o r e o f i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n C J e a n
T o r r e s , p e r s o n a l i n t e r v i e w ] ! .

T h e M e d i c a s p l a n t e d t h e s i t e w i t h i n d i g e n o u s a n d e x o t i c
s p e c i e s . T h e fi g t r e e s a n d g r a p e a r b o r s a r e a d i r e c t l i n k t o
Yu g o s l a v i a w h e r e a s t h e v a r i e t y o f c a c t i , b o t h c o m m o n a n d r a r e ,
r e fl e c t t h e l a n d s c a p e o f t h e A m e r i c a n W e s t . C a c t i w e r e c h o s e n
i n i t i a l l y t o s e r v e a s l o w - m a i n t e n a n c e p l a n t s , a s t h e f o u r a c r e s
o f a n n u a l s a n d p e r e n n i a l s b e c a m e i n c r e a s i n g l y l a b o r i o u s t o
m a i n t a i n . O v e r t i m e , M e d i c a b e c a m e i n t r i g u e d w i t h c a c t i a n d
c o l l e c t e d a n d p r o p a g a t e d t h e m .

T h e g a r d e n ' s m a z e - l i k e t w i s t o f w a l k w a y s , b r i d g e s ,
scu lp tu res and poo l s have been a de l i gh t t o schoo l g roups who
h a v e v i s i t e d t h e s i t e o n a r e g u l a r b a s i s . M e d i c a G a r d e n s h a v e
b e e n w r i t t e n u p i n t h e l o c a l p r e s s a n d f e a t u r e d o n t h e p o p u l a r T V
s h o w : " B a y A r e a B a c k R o a d s . " I n J u n e , 1 9 8 7 , t h e s i t e w a s
ded ica ted as Sta te Landmark #939 as one o f n ine exemplary
C a l i f o r n i a " f o l k a r t e n v i r o n m e n t s . "

A l t h o u g h t h e g a r d e n i s n o w o v e r g r o w n , t h e r o c k w o r k f e n c e s
a n d s c u l p t u r e s a r e i n e x c e l l e n t c o n d i t i o n a n d i n t e g r i t y i s h i g h .
The s i te i s a un ique and charming example o f one man 's
i d i o s y n c r a t i c a r t i s t i c v i s i o n . T h e M e d i c a G a r d e n s a r e , h o w e v e r ,
a l s o a c u l t u r a l l a n d s c a p e w i t h d e e p t i e s t o v e r n a c u l a r b u i l d i n g
a n d a e s t h e t i c s o f N o r t h w e s t Y u g o s l a v i a .

The impor tance of the Medica House and Cot tage s tems f rom:
1 / t h e i r a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h J o h n M e d i c a , t h e c r e a t o r o f t h e
G a r d e n s ; 2 / a s e x a m p l e s o f M e d i c a ' s e a r l i e s t e f f o r t s a t
s t o n e w o r k ; 3 / t h e i r p o t e n t i a l t o c o n t a i n i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t c o u l d
c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e G a r d e n s a s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s
o f S l o v e n i a n f o l k t r a d i t i o n s i n b u i l d i n g , a e s t h e t i c s , a n d d e s i g n ;
a n d 4 / f o r t h e i r p i v o t a l p l a c e i n t h e o v e r a l l l a n d s c a p e d e s i g n o f
t h e G a r d e n s .

2 1 . S o u r c e s , c o n t i n u e d
Landmark nomina t ion fo r John Med ica ' s Garden , p repared by Joce lyn
G i b b s f o r S P A C E S .
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R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s

1 ) J o h n M e d i c a G a r d e n s i s a s i t e o f g r e a t s i g n i fi c a n c e t o

t h e h i s t o r y a n d c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e o f S a n t a R o s a . I t s '

i n t e g r i t y a n d c h a r m a s a " f o l k a r t e n v i r o n m e n t " h a s b e e n

r e c o g n i z e d a t t h e s t a t e l e v e l w i t h i t s d e d i c a t i o n a s a

S t a t e L a n d m a r k ( # 9 3 9 ) i n J u n e o f 1 9 8 7 . A s a fi r s t p r i o r i t y ,

i t i s r e c o m m e n d e d t h a t t h e g a r d e n b e p r e s e r v e d i n t a c t a s

a c o u n t y o r s t a t e p a r k , p r e s e r v e o r c o n s e r v a n c y w i t h a d e q u a t e

m a i n t e n a n c e , s e c u r i t y , i n t e r p r e t a t i o n a n d p u b l i c a c c e s s .

2 ) R e a l i s t i c a l l y i t i s u n d e r s t o o d t h a t t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n o f t h e

e n t i r e s i t e m a y b e d i f fi c u l t . T h e o w n e r - b u i l d e r J o h n M e d i c a

a l s o r e c o g n i z e d t h a t l i m i t e d d e v e l o p m e n t a l o n g t h e p e r i p h e r i e s

o f t h e p a r c e l w a s p r o b a b l y i n e v i t a b l e . T h e d e v e l o p m e n t c o n c e p t

proposed by Doi lney and Sass seems reasonab le and sympathet ic .

I w o u l d r e c o m m e n d , h o w e v e r , t h a t t h e f o l l o w i n g g u i d e l i n e s

b e c o n s i d e r e d :

a) Name; the name of the deve lopment should remain

t h e J o h n M e d i c a G a r d e n s .

b ) A l l e x i s t i n g s t o n e f e n c e s , a r c h e s a n d m o n u m e n t s

s h o u l d e i t h e r b e i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o t h e o v e r a l l

p l a n d e s i g n o r s h o u l d b e s a f e l y r e m o v e d t o t h e

p r o p o s e d c o m m o n g r o u n d .

c ) A r e a s o n a b l e p l a n f o r p r e s e r v i n g , m a i n t a i n i n g a n d

secur ing the proposed common grounds needs to be

a d e q u a t e l y d e l i n e a t e d . O n e p o s s i b l e s c e n a r i o i s

t o m a i n t a i n t h e c e n t r a l g a r d e n a r e a t h r o u g h

p u b l i c / p r i v a t e c o l l a b o r a t i o n . T h u s e a c h o f t h e s i x
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proposed households could be assessed for the upkeep
and maintenance of the garden, with access to a restored

pool and patio area- Public or private funding should
also be sought to ensure that limited public access is

ava i lab le (e .g« gu ided school groups, h is tor ic house/

j g a r d e n t o u r s , e t c . ) . C o n c e i v a b l y , t h e C i t y o r C o u n t y m i g h t
be interested in maintaining the pool and gardens as a

private concession; as a rental for small private parties
a n d c o m p a n y p i c n i c s .

In closing, the John Medica_^ Garden has been celebrated as one

man's personal artistic vision and play. It is important to

recognize that the Gardens are also a cultural landscape with
direct ties to the aesthetics and vernacular building traditions

of Medica's homeland of Slovenia, Yugoslavia. As such the site

is a critical resource for both local and statewide ethnic history.

K a r a n a H a t t e r s l e y - D r a y t o n
N o r t h B a y F o l k l i f e S e r v i c e s
2 3 1 P l a m e r S t r e e t
P e t a l o i m a , O A 9 4 9 5 2
( 7 0 7 ) 7 6 3 - 5 4 4 7

J u l y 1 8 , 1 9 9 0



Ĵ\/lary 6c ̂ y\drian JrcetzelUf
Historical Arclisology
Local Historj" Research

/ c c \

1 9 J u l y 1 9 9 0

E E C O M M E N D A T I O N S :
J o h n M e d i c a G a r d e n s

T h e f o l l o w i n g t e x t i s i n t e n d e d t o c o m p l e m e n t t h e
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s d a t e d 1 8 J u l y 1 9 9 0 , s u b m i t t e d b y K . H a t t e r s l e y -
D r a y t o n , o f N o r t h B a y F o l k l i f e S e r v i c e s .

T h e w r i t e r a g r e e s t h a t t h e p r e f e r r e d t r e a t m e n t o f t h e M e d i c a
G a r d e n s w o u l d b e i n t a c t p r e s e r v a t i o n u n d e r t h e c a r e o f a
r e s p o n s i b l e p u b l i c o r p r i v a t e a g e n c y ; t h e o w n e r i s e n c o u r a g e d t o
p u r s u e t h i s c o u r s e . H o w e v e r , i f t h e p r o p e r t y i s t o b e d e v e l o p e d ,
i t i s i m p o r t a n t t h a t p r e c a u t i o n s b e t a k e n t o e n s u r e t h a t t h e
G a r d e n s a n d t h e i r v i s u a l e n v i r o n m e n t a r e p r o t e c t e d .

1 / T h e i n t e n s i t y o f d e v e l o p m e n t s h o u l d b e a p p r o p r i a t e t o t h e
s c a l e o f t h e G a r d e n s . I n t h i & c o n n e c t i o n , t h e p r o p o s a l b y D o i l n e y
a n d S a s s s e e m s a p p r o p r i a t e a s i t l i m i t s h o u s e l o t s t o t h e
p e r i p h e r y o f t h e p a r c e l .

2 / B e f o r e t h e fi n a l s u b d i v i s i o n m a p i s a p p r o v e d , t h e p l a n o f t h e
M e d i c a G a r d e n s f e a t u r e s — p r e s e n t l y b e i n g p r e p a r e d b y S o n o m a C i v i l
C o n s u l t a n t s — s h o u l d b e c h e c k e d f o r c o m p l e t e n e s s b y a q u a l i f i e d
m a t e r i a l c u l t u r e p r o f e s s i o n a l .

3 / B e f o r e a d e v e l o p m e n t p l a n i s a p p r o v e d , i t i s e s s e n t i a l t h a t a
p r e s e r v a t i o n p l a n b e d e v i s e d f o r t h e G a r d e n s . S u c h a p l a n w o u l d
i n c l u d e p r o v i s i o n s f o r t h e m a i n t e n a n c e o f t h e G a r d e n s a n d t h e
m o n i t o r i n g o f t h e i r c o n d i t i o n . O r g a n i z a t i o n s s u c h a s t h e
C a l i f o r n i a P r e s e r v a t i o n F o u n d a t i o n , t h e T r u s t f o r P u b l i c L a n d ,
a n d t h e N a t i o n a l T r u s t f o r H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n a r e e x p e r i e n c e d
i n t h e c r e a t i o n o f e a s e m e n t s a n d t r u s t s f o r p r e s e r v a t i o n . T h e
d e v e l o p e r i s e n c o u r a g e d t o . c o n t a c t t h e s e o r g a n i z a t i o n s f o r t h e i r
a d v i c e .

5503Corbett Circle, Santa Rosa, California 95403 Telephone (707)546-2219
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4/ While preservation would be preferable, if it is essential to
demol ish ei ther of the exist ing residences i t is recommended that
its internal details be recorded, both graphically and
photograph ica l l y, by an appropr ia te mater ia l cu l tu re
professional . This informat ion should be presented in a
descriptive report, to be filed at appropriate public facilities,
that would assess the influence of Slovenian architectural and
aesthet ic t rad i t ions on Medica 's creat ions. This work would
include interviews with past visitors to the house who could help
reconstruct in ternal features that ex is ted before the main house
w a s r e m o d e l e d .

5/ If it is necessary to demolish or relocate any of the Garden
monuments or to d isturb the exot ic p lant ings, the affected
features or p lants shou ld be recorded, pr io r to the i r
disturbance, by ^ appropriate, material culture professional.
This work would inc lude in terv iews wi th past v is i tors to the
Gardens who could help reconstruct the appearance of the Garden
dur ing Med ica 's l i f e t ime . Th is in fo rmat ion shou ld be fi led a t
a p p r o p r i a t e p u b l i c f a c i l i t i e s .

6/ New home construction should be appropriate to the materials
and scale of the Gardens. The use of local basalt—the material
from which Medica made his creations—should be encouraged by the
Design Review Board. The Board should also be sensitive to the
scale of the Gardens to ensure that' the monuments are not
v isua l ly overpowered by the new homes.

7/ The development's access road should be carefully sited—in
consultation with an appropriate material culture professional—
so as to minimize the impact on retaining walls and stone steps
t h a t s u r r o u n d t h e c e n t r a l p o r t i o n o f t h e G a r d e n s .

A d r i a n P r a e t z e l l i s
SOPA Cer t i fied H is to r i ca l A rchaeo log is t


