
The Committee for Simon Rodia's Towers in Watts
Post Office Box 1461, Los Angeles, California 90028
( 2 1 3 ) 5 6 4 - 5 1 6 9

June 27 , 1972

Rosa Rizzo ( inaiK.ed name Rodia)
V i a P i u m a S a b a t o
S a l a d i S e r i n e
83 '^28 Prov. Avel l ino
I t a l y

Deap Rosa Rizzo:
I r e c e i v e d a c o p y o f y o u r l e t t e r w r i t t e n t o P r o f e s s o r P a u l
Lapor te . In fac t the cor respondence on the case you re fe r r ing
t o w a s t r a n s f e r r e d t o m e a n d t o M r s . B a b i t z w h o b o t h a r e
taking c^re of the Archives of the Simon Rodia(Sabatino)
Towers ifi V /a t ts . These in teres t ing towers were bu i l t by an
I ta l ian t i le set ter and cra f tsman who ca l led h imsel f Sam (S imon)
b u t i n f a c t w a s S a b a t i n o R o d i a o f S e r i n o , P r o v i n c e o f A v e l l i n o ,
d e c e a s e d i n 1 9 6 5 . H e h a d b u i l t t h e s e t o w e r s w i t h h i s o v m h a n d s
through 33 years than abandoned them to retire close to his
r e l a t i v e s i n M a r t i n e z , C a l i f o r n i a . To p r e s e r v e t h e s e u n i q u e
t o w e r s a r t i s t s , u n i v e r s i t y p r o f e s s o r s , s t u d e n t s , a l l s o r t s o f
intellectuals and art lovers in LosAngeles got together in 1959.
The Building Department of the city thought that the peculiar
construct ion was not safe, but the towers held out and kept
s t a b l e t h r o u g h a w e l l - e n g i n e e r s t r e s s - t e s t .

We knew very little about Sabatino-Sam's early years, not even the
place of his birth was known to us. Only recently the Sindaco of
Se r i no fi i r n i shed us w i t h t h i s i n f o rma t i on . We wou ld l i ke t o
know about his family in Italy and America. Why and with whom
he came in America as a yo\ing boy. Where in America did he
l ive. I f you,as his sister- in- law,would be gracious enough
to help us fill out the early life of Sam Rodia (Simon-Sabatino)
we would be very grateful. As you will notice from the package
of information we sent Prof. Constantino Sabatino, (n Sindaco
di Serino), there is much information we need in order to com
plete our work. We are very proud of being the Committee who
preserves and "maintains and keeps the Tovrers open to the public.
W e h a v e r e c e n t l y r e p a i r e d t h e To w e r s .
Thank you once again for your interest. The information you can
help us with about Sam's early life, his family, his travels,his interests, will help to make a schopi?ly^
life of Sabatino Rodia, the artist-builder of the beautiful
To w e r s i n Wa t t s .

We wish to coimneniorate Sabatino (Sam-Simon) Rodia di Serino,provTAvellin̂  Italy also of America, Los Angeles,California.
On behalf of the Committee, receive o\jr grateful thanks for
v o u r h e l p a n d c o n o e m . y f . / r

S i n o e r g i y ^ n ^ / Y -

Archivists, Members of the Committee.


