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N Committec of Sabatino Rbdig!s Towers in Watts.
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S ¢/0 Mrs.Mae Babitz 19554Wilton'Place Hollywood 90068 California
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o St 7 June 24,1972,

Mr. Pellegrino Cirino -
" e/o winaldo Rinaldi ' ' T o ?.,TL
Notary #ublic . ' S
1809 North 21st Avenue . : .
| Melrose Park, I1l., 80160 ' s .

My dear bir. Cirino: o ' ot
: r ) ' ’

I reccived a copy of your letter written to Professor Paul Laporte.

In fact the correspondence on the case you are referring to was trans-—

ferred to me and to Mrs. ilae Babitz who both arc taking care of the

drchives of the Simon Rodia Lowers of Watts. These interesting towers

were built by an Italian tile setter and craitsman who called himself

Sam, but in.fact was Sabatino iodia of Serino, Province of Avallino, ”~
" deceased in 1965. Hc had built tnese towers with his own hands through

35 years then abandoned them to retire close to his relatives in Martinez

in California. To preserve these unique towers artists, university proics-

sors, students, all sort ol intellectuals and art lovers.in Los Angeles

got together in 1959. The Building Departacnt of the city thoght that the

peculiar construction was not safe, but the towers helt out and kept

stable throug a test. S - : '

We knew very littte about Sab¥atino's early years, not even the place of
his birth was xnown to us. Unly rec>tly we got in touch with the sindaco
of Serino who immediately gave us the desired information. I am enclosing
a booklet which the committee had printed a icew ycars ago. It contains an
axcellent picture ol Sam (Sabatino) and will give you an idea of the towerso
Vie are preparing a report.to tiue sindaco in Serino and an album with pictures
for the sindaco and the ilamily ol Sabatino in Serino. Np{fo let you wait
- longer 1 am sending you tnis letter and booklel now, WVe are grateful for
.'yogr intereste In 4&he name of the comuittee for, the Xodea Towers in Watts
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