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, c/0 Mrs.>Iae Babitz 1955/Vi,lton> Place Hollywood 90068 California

J u n e 2 4 , 1 9 7 2 .

M r . P o l l e g r i n o C i r i n o
c / o t i i n a l d o U i n a l d i ^ •
N o t a r y P u b l i c
1 8 0 9 N o r t h 2 1 s t A v e n u e . ^
M e l r o s e P a r k , I l l o o O l C p

M y d e a r M r . C i r i n o :
f ' '

1 received a copy of your letter written to Professor Paul Laporte.
In fact the correspondence on the case you are referr ing to was trans
f e r r e d t o m e a n d t o M r s . M a e B a b i t z w h o b o t h a r e t a i i n i i - c a r e o f t h e
T^rchives of the Simon *iodia lowers of Watts. These interesting* tov/ers
were built by an Italian tile setter and craftsman v/ho called himself
Sam, but in fact was Sabatino kodia of Serine, Province of Avallino, y-
deceased in 1965. He had built these towers with his own hands through
35 years then abandoned them to retire close to his relatives in Martinez
in California. To preserve these* unique towers artists, university pr-ofcs-
sors, students, all sort of intellectuals and art lovers .in Los Angeles
got together in 1959. The Buil<liiig Dep'artraent of the city thoght that the
peculiar construction was not safe, but the towers helt out and kept
s t a b l e t h r o * u g a t e s t . «

We knew very little about Sabj/atino's early years, not even the place of
his birth was tcnown to us. Only rec "»'^tly we got in touch with the sindaco
of Serino who itnmediately gave us the desired information. I am. enclosing
a booklet which the committee had printed a few years ago. It contains an
axcellent picture of Sara (Sabatino) and will give you an idea of the towerso
Vie are preparing a report to tne sindaco in Serino and ait album with pictures
for the sindaco and the family of Sabatino in S.erino. Nplfto let you wait
longer I am sending you this letter and booklet now. Ue are g'rateful for■your interest. In the -name of the committee for,the kodea Towers in Watts

y o u r s t r u e l y

, K J t e o t o i n i t z , M a e B a b i t z ' ^ ^
' • M e m b e r s o f t h e B o a r d o f D i r e c t o r s o f t h e ^ S ^ I j l t ^ ® ®
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