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■T h e b u i l d e r o f t h e S i m o n R o d i a To w e r s i n W a t t s 1 3 v e d

t h e l a s t y e a r s o f h i s l i f e i n C a l i f o r n i a a n d w e h a v e b e e n

a b l e t o c o l l e c t a g o o d b i t o f i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t h i s l i f e

f r o m 1 9 2 1 u n t i l h e d i e d I n 1 9 6 5 i n M a r t i n e z , C a l i f o r n i a ,

Howeve r, we know ve ry l i t t l e o f h i s ea r l y l i f e excep t t ha t
h e w a s b o r n a r o u n d 1 8 7 9 i n S e r i n o , I t a l y , p r o v . o f A v e l l i n o ,

His name in I ta ly was Sabato (Sabat ino) Rodia . We bel ieve

h e c a m e t o A m e r i c a i n I 8 9 0 w h e r e h e h a d a b r o t h e r i n P h i l a d e l

p h i a . B u t w 0 k n o w n o t h i n g o f h i s l i f e p r i o r t o h i s c o m i n g t o
C a l i f o r n i a . I t w o u l d b e o f g r e a t s e r v i c e t o u s i f y o u w o u l d

h e l p u s a n s w e r t h e f o l l o w i n g q u e s t i o n s :

1.Was he the chi ld of Sabat ino Rodia and Nicol f t t ta Clr ino or were

his parents called Prank (Francesco ) and Angelina Rodia? in 1S86,
on Apr i l 15

2.Was he bom in Ser ino, (Rivot to l i ) , prov. Avel l ino, I ta ly?
O r R o m e ? o r N a p l e s ? o r w h e r e ?

3. What kind of work did his family do? Did he go to schoolin Italy. Could he read Italian? Did he receive training for
a trade in Italy? What were the interests of his family in
Italy? What year did his brother (Dick5 come to America?
When, and how old was Sabatino Rodia (Sam Rodia-Slmon Rodia)
and with whom did he travel to America? Did he travel alone 1
Who met him in New York? Where did he enter the country?

k. What kind of work did Sabatino Rodia (when he ch^ge Msname to Simon Rodia?) do in those early years l89^-1913-lk-l5 etc.
5. When was his brother killed? How? While working in a mine?
6/ Where did Sam go after his brother's death. What kind of

w o r k d i d h e d o . W a s S a m i n a n y A r m y ? o
7. Did Sam Rodia have a sister in Philadelphia/sNew

W h e n d i d s h e c o m e t o A m e r i c a . W h o m d i d s h e d i e - ?
did they eventually settle? What was her name? When did she aie

8 Did Sabatino Rodia (Simon-Sam Rodia) become a naturalised
cit izen of the U.S.? Wnere, what year?

9 What relation are you to him?
If you can help us answer any of these questions we will be very
g r a t e f u l . S i n c e r e l y , ^ ^

Kae Babitz, 1955 N.^l-^on b. A. 9^^68
A r c h i v i s t - l i b r a r i a n .


