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I am ^esently Investigating the life of Simon Rodia
(Sahmtino Romlla) who is the creator of the beautiful
and famous towers in Watts, which are by now known
a l l o v e r t h e w o r l d . 1

We do know that Rodia was born in the late 1870*s or ^
early 1880*sT He must have come to the United States ^
i n t h e 1 8 9 0 * s . H e l i v e d i n W a t t s f r o m 1 9 2 1 t o 1 9 5 4 , a n d '
then moved to Martinez, California, where he died in
1 9 6 5 .

T h e To w e r s i n W a t t s h a v e b e e n d e c l a r e d a C u l t u r a l
Monument, and it is of great interest to find out as much
as possible about the life of this man who has made a
great contribution to the culture of this country.

Since I am planning to go to Italy to see whether there are
any records about the birth and family of Simon Rodia, it
would he of great help if any documents were available in
this country which indicate time and place of his birth,
the time of his entry into the United States, and time and
place of his naturalizatim as an American citizen.

Any help that you could give me in this respect would be
highly appreciated.

S i n c e r e l y y o u r s , _ ^
I « • > A * ^

P a u l M . L a p o r t e f
C h a i r m a n ^ f / 6 ' f

WS HAVE BEEN UNABLE
TO LOCATE A RECORD
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