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in his spare time as a vineyardist and horticulturist found sufficient time to de-
vobe to such a remarkable znd extra-cordinary undertaking.

"Beneath the well cultivated acres of his ranch,...working alone
in his spare time...Forestiere excavzted fifty rooms connected
with passageways ...rooms are skylighted...clusters of big yel-
low lemcns and grapefruit and orange blossoms...vines spread
upward znd outward forming a green roof from which clusters of
grapes hang...A great tunnel has been excavated for automobile
traffic...a glass bottom fishbowl rocm...a small lake is already
in existence and will be enlarged tc cover a great extent of the
establishment...leading into the center of the lake will be a
tunnel from the underground werkings which will allow visitors
to ascend from thc depths and enjoy boating and other aquatic
sports...near one of the deeper caverns there i1s a gasoline en-
gine that operates the pump...there are ten acres with several
stories down...& sigiat worth seeing,..it will in years to come
be one of the show places of the west..." (Fresno Bee, 1923-24),

vgldasare Forestiere continued with his creations for yet another 23-2i years,
after the above descriptious werc written., He dicd in 1946 at the age of 67,
His desire to be laid to rest at the Cardens was never fulfilled, He was
buried instead at Holy Cross Cemetery, some five miles south of the Gardens,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Forestiere Undergrouvnd Gardeus in Coritral San J-cquin Vulley, in Celifornia is wide-
1y recognized for its oripinalitly and unicuecness, Visitors from across the country anrd
overseas declarc that there is nothing auite like it, Architects have attempted to

identify it as "Terra-teccture". (Science Digest - 11/1975). TYet artisis have described
it ac "Terra-sculpbnret o forn of walk-in 224 walk-arcund sculpture., There is a blend-

tual thou:hit p"oces:“s for which noevl: coined words do not ade-

ing of these two conce
nificonze, The Tuderground Guardens arc merged and blended

quately portray thelir sig:
into a unique varicty of cumvinaetioanc,

Settling; on the semi-desert land, baked and scorched by the summer sun, Baldasare
Forestiere began in the early 1900's tc carve and sculpt a thoroughly unique under—
ground retroct to escape bLhe cxzerssive heab, After nearly forty years with had
t001“ and persistant effort, hc succeeded ¢r creaving a cool subterranean complex,

1

2 piece of the old mediterranezn world fashioned after the "visions storcd in my
mlni". (Fresno Bee 5/23/21)

To avoid monotony and o barren afpcarance, these °culpt1n"f and creations are compli-
mented with novel landscapes and unicue horticultural e<periments..."everywherc there
are arches end domed ceilings and windows with lovely views and pleasing visvas"
(Heritage Fresno)., They reveal errlorations with the control of growth through the
controlling of sunlight end root cystems, Trees with a veriety of citrus on a single
tree attest to his experiments with grafting, budding and propagsting techniques,
Scme trees over sixty some-odd yzars still exist. Cne tree, some twenty-two feet be-
low ground surface has eight grafts of citrus, of wnich seven still flourish and bear
fruit today.

By coming to an understanding th iz envircnment, he was eble to modify it, The ex-
“remes in temperature (f{rom the low 20's to 115 p‘u* dpwweus) was almost more than one
accustomed to a medit@rraraJ, f st-free climate could endure. A severe and semi-desert
environment was moderated and mads morc temperate., By creating varying micro-climebes
threughout his underground hone and gar*ens, a dramatic transformation soon resulted,
"the fruit haags almost twice as 1oLF.q.frv nsver touches this region,..the torper—
ature celdom changes over ten degrees the ygur round"., (The Fresno Bee 3/23/23

ed his knowledze and

Acting &s his own designer wd onjineer, Baldasare Teov us
! ned just right for llbhu and
5

o
Ly with amazing skill and creftsmanchip. He dzcig
ventilation, sitrengin and durability. To support the grea
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s of eerth and to
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give permanence to his earthen sculptings, he used the ancient Roman arch, column and
dome., Hardpan, mortar end cement were used not only for structural purposes, but for
textural variety and beautification, 3Being his own architect, he did not require a
blueprint. He chose instead to follow his own creative instincts and aesthetic im-
pulses, "No plans were made, Every detail in the development of the underground
gardens has originated in the brain of Forestiere and has never been set on paper,
Gradually he has evolved a comprehensive scheme that will connect up into one of the
most involved and yet delightful labyrinths of modarn ages" (Fresno Bee, 3/23/23).

The Underground Gardens stand as a testament to the spirit of individualism and the
uniqueness of man., They are physical extensions and representations of unicque mental
concepts, Novel explorations in the control of space and form, the controlling of
lizht and air, The control of end creating of various climates in days before elec-
tricity and air-conditioning were availeble to him. 3By explorations in the harmony
and contrast of textures and materials, creative expressions evoke ever-changing
moods and feelings with the varied cheanges in the physical surroundings..."Variety and
originality of design are the predominasting impressions left in the mind of the sight-
seer, In no two of the reception rooms is an idea repeated. In no place does the
working out of the idea of the builder reach the monobtonous, A fertile mind filled
with ideas is expressed in every turn of the twisting tunneld! (Fresno Bee 3/23/23),
One is constantly made aware of the multi-faceted personality of its creator, An
imprint of a totally sincere and unpretentious life without tinsel and artificiality.

In the days before power tools and earth moving machinery, such determination and
perserverance is a tribute tc an indominable spirit, It is all the mprecamazing

that "with simple hand tools as a pick, a shovel and a wheelbarrow and an incredible
amount of hard work, Baldasare forestiere,..created a lush mediterranean setting
around his home", (Treasures of America), Forestisre's life and work is a memorial
to one who came to terms with a hostile enviromment and created a life of compatabilit:

and harmony with nature and mother earti,
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8. UNDERGROUND PASSAGEWAYS IN FORESTIERE'S CAVES, {
In the farthest background is the small room containe
ing the Italian s wel The arches in the foreground lead
t o the "Big Triangle”. (Photograph by W.M. Strother)



23, STAIRWAY LEADING FROM FORESTIERE’S CAVERNS
This stairway is cut in the earth and covered with cement,
It leads from near the "Little Triangle" to the ground -
surface at what is to be the ed,?c of a lake,

(Photograph by W,M,Strother '
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o, WASHINGTON NAVEL ORANGE TREE GROWING UNDERGROUND,

This is the tree seen just inside the entrance in illus-
trations 4 and 5, Oranges can Fc seen in the middle of the
foliage and on the lower left. (Photograph by W.M.Strother)
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15, IN FORESTIERE'S KITCHIN,
This room is ten feet in diameter and is cemented over.
The Japanese cook, G, Matsuda, burns peach pits instead

of wood in the cook stove, 'The pits are secured from peaches
rown on the place when they are cut for drying,. The kitchip
dining-room, and in fact ali of the completed rooms, are kepﬁ
in perfect order, (Photograph by W.M,Strother)
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19. VIEW OF AUTOMOBILE INCLINE UNDER CONSTRUCTION
The masonry is of lumps of hardpan, Orange trees are

%iowing in niches in the walls on the sides of the

iveway, The incline is to be Kaved and drained to

carry rain water to the trees., At the far end the
incline leads underground. ?Photograph by W.M.Strother)
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24. UNDERGROUND ENGINE ROCM

is gas engine fum¥s irrigation water from a well

whose top is still further down. The atai;wag leads

to ?ha %round neer the rear of Foerestiere s house.,
Photograph by W.M,Strother)






