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3 0 0 S . W. 1 0 t h Av e n t »

Topeka,KS 66612

Goverror Hayden:

SPACES ie a national or̂ nization concerned with preserving and (tocumenting large-acale
environnttntal folk art including such sites such as the (lational Register Monument (1977)
S. P. Dinsmoor's Gar<ten of Eden in Lioas, Kan ŝ. Kan»3 is esjociallg blessed with these
environments.

We just received a phone call from Wayne & LouElla Naegele, owrers of the Garden of E(ten, who
told us that the property is for sale. Of course we hof» that a sympathetic bû r wto would
responsibly iraintaln the site can be found.

The Naegeles have resjwited the site while it has been in tteir charge. The Garden of Eden is a
splendid site krown all over the world. It draws over 20,000 tourists each ̂ r to Lucas and It
would be a grwt loss to the state if it was <testroyed or turned into a Disneyland by î ple less
sensitive t!an the current owners.

In Mew Mexico the U. S. Park Service took over another National Register Monument, "Pop"
Shaffer's Ifetel, tbr their local headquarters, thereby protecting tte Iwtel from tl» bulldozers.
Shy of a private, sympathetic buyer who would maintain the site, we hope that tte town of Lucas
or tte Federal or State government would take an interest in this site. Camlidly speaking, we
are at a loss of what we can <to from this distance araJ Iwi»d that you could use your ̂  offices to
protect this Kansas treasure.

Should you wish to contact tte Naê les, following is their acMress and pi»ne number:

Wayiw & LouElla N^le
S. P. Dinsmoor's Garden of Eden

2nd and Kansas Avenue

Lucas, Kansas 67648
(913) 525-6395

if we can be of furtter assistance, please do not hesitate to let us kirow. Ttenk you.

Seymour Rosen
Director
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cc: Wayf» and LouElla Naagale
Town of Lucas
Dorothy L. ilgen. Executive Director, Kan^ Arts Commieaion
Jennie Chinn, Kansas State Folklorist
Joseph W. Snell, Kansas State Historical Society
National Register of Historic Places
Kansas 6rassr(»ts Art Ass(»;1at1on


