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Saving and Preserving Arts and Cultural Environments
1804 North Van Ness Los Angeles, California 90028

Telephone: 213/463-1629

S PA C E S 23 Septemter 1988

Department of tte 1 nteiior
National Park Service
NatioiMl Hietohc Register
11 0 0 L S t r « t N . W.
Waslrii^n, D. C. 20240

Dear Registrar:

I to|» î u are familiar vith our organization. Simply, we are a national or̂ nization concerned
with preserving and dwumentiî  lar̂ -«ale environirontal art inclialing swh National
Register Monuments as Simon Rwlia's Tovers in Watts and S. P. Dinsmwr's Garcten of E(ten in
Lucas, Kansas, toth accepted on tte Register i n 1977.
We r«»ived a call from Wayne & LouElla Naegele, owiwrs of tte Garden of E<ten, who told us
that tte property is for sale. At this moment, I (ton't know if Mr. ̂ l̂e has alertwl any
presemtion groups atout his decision to sell ̂  we tteught we would let you know. Of course we
tepe ttet a sympattetic (arson or ̂ ency would take resfunsibly for tte site.

Ĵxico tte U. S. Park Service twk over arotter National Re0ster f̂nument, "Pop"Steflfer's ̂ totel, for tteir Iwal teadquarters, ttereby protectiiq tte tetel from tte bullctozers.
Shy a private, sympattetic buyer wte would maintain tte site, we tepe ttet tte town of Lucasor tte Federal or State ̂ rnment would take an interest in this site. Candidly sf»akiĵ , we
are at a loss of wtet we can do from this distance and tep&i ttet your ageircy could make some
suggestions or could find a way to telp prewrve tte site.

Tte Nobles have res(»cted tte site while it has teen in tteir cterge. Tte ̂rden of Eden is a
splewnd site known all over tte world. It draws over 20,000 tourists each year to Lucas and it
vould te a great loss to tte state if it was destroy or turred into a Disr̂yland by pwple less
sensitive tten tte current owners.

Steuld you wish to contact tte Kaê les, following is tteir address and ptene numter in case
you do not teve ttem;

Wayne & LouElla Nŵ le - S. P. Dinsmoor's Garden of Eden
2nd and Kansas Avent» - Lwas, Kansas 67648

(913) 525-6395

If we can te of any assistance, please do r»t tesitate to let us know.

Seymour Ro^n
Director

A Non Profit Tax Exempt Educational Corporation
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cc: Mi ke Ha^n, Governor of Kansas
Douglas Hickman, t^yor of Lircas, KS
Dorothy L. ilgen, Kan^ Arte Commiaaion
Jennie Chinn, Kansas State Folklohst
Jo^ph W. Siwll, Kansas State Historical ScK^iety
(tetioral R^ater of Historic P1«»s
Kan^ Grassroots Art Association

Departmot of t te later ior


