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September 28, 1988

M r. S e y m o u r R o s e n , D i r e c t o r
S P A C E S

1 8 0 A N o r t h V a n N e s s
Los Ange les , Ca l i f o rn i a 90028

D e a r M r , R o s e n t

We have received your letter regarding the sale of the Garden of Eden and
h a v e a l s o b e e n i n c o m m u n i c a t i o n w i t h t h e o f fi c e o f G o v e r n o r M i k e H a y d e n i n
r e l a t i o n t o y o u r s i m i l a r l e t t e r t o t h e g o v e r n o r .

We agree w i th you tha t the s i te i s t ru ly a un ique and s ign ificant p lace
a n d o n e t h a t d e s e r v e s a n o w n e r w h o w i l l r e s p e c t i t . A t t h e p r e s e n t t i m e
w e c a n n o t r e a d i l y i d e n t i f y a p o t e n t i a l p u r c h a s e r .

The State of Kansas owns eighteen histor ic propert ies which are
adminis tered and mainta ined by th is agency wi th appropr iat ions f rom the
s ta te leg is la tu re . A number o f years ago the leg is la tu re enac ted a law to
provide for an orderly process by which additional sites might be proposed
f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n f o r s t a t e a c q u i s i t i o n . Ve r y b r i e fl y, t h a t p r o c e s s
allows for the public to propose new sites by petition (1,000 registered
K a n s a s v o t e r s ) . A f t e r a p e t i t i o n h a s b e e n r e c e i v e d a n d v e r i fi e d , s t a f f o f
th is agency wi l l make a study of the property for the Kansas Histor ic
S i t e s B o a r d o f R e v i e w , T h e r e v i e w b o a r d w i l l e v a l u a t e t h e p r o p e r t y a n d
make a recommendation to the governor and the legislature concerning
acquis i t ion. Once the repor t has been submi t ted to the governor and
legislature, normal political processes will determine whether or not the
s i t e i s a c q u i r e d .
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If you, the owners, or other interested persons would like the detailed
explanatory materials and petition forms, we would be glad to supply them.
Also, if we can identify potential purchasers, we will certainly provide
t h a t i n f o r m a t i o n t o t h e o w n e r s .

L e t u s k n o w i f w e c a n b e o f f u r t h e r a s s i s t a n c e .

S i n c e r e l y y o u r s ,
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R a m o n P o w e r s
S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f fi c e r
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