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1843 March 6. Sdmuel Perry Oinomoor vm born RMr Coolville, Ohio. A Fundamentolldt ond

a Populist, he \sra3 9th generation English, 7th ^neration Scottish, 6th ger^ration Irish
ai«J 4th generation French, in 1927 Dinsmoor wrote that te had a record of 23 of his
ancestors aver^ lifespan was over 76 ^rs old; oiw di^ urater 50, but
another had lived to 100. Farmed.

1862 Enlist^} in the Union Army. Spent thr^ years in Company 8,11th Ohio Infantry.
Fought In 18 major battles. ^ the tattle of Gettysburg; saw the capture of Lee.

1866 hovel to illi nois and taught school for five terms (years).

1870 harried first wife, Frances A. (forclay) tfouriwy, on torseb«^k, i^r Grafton. Ttey
1^ four sons and one (toughter.

1888 htov^ to Russell County, Kansas, settling on a farm near Lw»s.

1 8 9 0 M o v e d t o N e b r a s k a .

1891 ? Returned to Russell County, ICan^.

1905 (6?) Reti red from farming and moved to Lucas where he purctosed a quarter of a block to
build a tome, (at tte present-(toy junction of Kan^ State highways K-18 and 1(232)

1906 (7?) Be^n building a stoiw log cabin, of native limestone (from a qi^rry near Lucas)
cermnt, steel, wire, glass and various wwhIs. Locq] stoneiro^ns employed by Dinsmoor
i nclud&i Steve Truitt. Nicholas Albert Broska, a stonenmson, helf̂ d Dinsn r̂ (tten
64 years old) cut tte stone logs for the cabin ttome, which was finisted in September
1907. It had 11 r(»)ms, a bathrtrnm, closet ami hallways. Tte interior was finisted in
California r^Iwood, pine and oak. Concrete was us^ for tte porches, steps and
d^rative architecture. Dinsmirar spent the i»xt 22 years buildiiq the (^nlen of Eden,
a pyramidal mausoleum (40* high of native lin^tone) and constructing 150 concrete
«cu1 ptures. The scul pture were irade of concrete molded wet over chicken w1 re.
Di nsmoor built his own generati ng plant for electricity. Other structures i ncl u(ted a
coal hause and ash pit, a badger, owl and pigeon roost (8'sq); a coipte nad e l̂e roost
(10'sq); a ceiront wash house 10x 12x8'; 15 cement trees 30x40'h1gh; 14 trees 8- 20"
tall. Tterewere nrare than 300 runningfrot ofcoracrete walkways 3-6' wi<te.

1907-17 Dinsm(»r and his f irst wife l ived in the cabin.

1908- 33 The Garden of Ecten was a popular tourist attraction. The &irden cental nel scul ptures of
A(tem and Eve (IMnsmoor used him l̂f as a model for Adam) and depicted epieides from
the ^k of Gerasis (Ascribing the downfall of man as deecribei by Moses with
Dinsmoor*s own Interpretations ami ttoughts. Other ̂ ^upltures iî lwted Union soldiers
ami 'grafters swch as law^rs, (toctors, preecters and bankers.

1909 Jan(»ry. Dinsmoor had the words Xati n Itome" put on the Rock Log.

1912 Di nsmoor built a 4'x7' concrete flag on a ball beari ng, which was
placed on a coracrete tree.

L o u i ^ J a c k ^ n 11 / 8 6 ?
(revised byC. Pansing)

1 April 8, 1988



SPACES 1804 Nor t l iVeBl toMi LoaA^ lM^CA 90028
( 2 1 3 ) 4 6 3 - 1 6 2 9

I C a B M s - S a r a w l P. D i n s m i r - G a n t e o o f E t e a

1916 Dinamoor built hid corwrete coffin and mau^leum.

1917 In tte spring, Crinsmtrar's first wife, Frances died at 78 years old. They M been
married for 47 years.

1924 Sprii^. Dinsimor (81) nnrri»t his %cond wife, (who had teen his housekee|»r}
Emilie Brozek (born January 17th, 1904in Podlusky Cz^toslovakia).

1927 l>insmoor wrote a {»mph1et, in which he stated that as of July 1, 1927, he had u^
2,273 ^ks of ceiT^nt (more than 113 tons). Over 1,000 visitors h»l eaten their
'grub' in the dining t»11 he had constricted for their use.

Dinsirarar a1^ stat»] that te had a will saying that m one but his widow, (te^mlents
and tteir hustends ami wives would te able to go and s^ him in the mau»)1eum for less
than $1.00, so that son»one could be paid to look after the place.

1928 Dinsmoor'second wife twi a son (he was 85 years old).

1929 to fainng health and e^lght, Dinsmoor was forc^ to stop work on the (^r(ten.
Duhr^ tte Depression tte storo touse, static ami n»u^leum containii^
Dinsmoor's renmins were «)1d for taxes.

1932 Dinsmoor di«l at 89. He was placed in a coffin with a glass top. The coffin itself was
p1«»d In the mau^leum on top of his first wife's coffin, in his will he stat»l that he
hoped the (^rden could be n»intained and kept for "purely educational" purposes (cf.
Koo|^).

1967 (or 68) Tte pro|»rty was bought by J. Rex Duwe, presi(tent of the local t»nk, who wanted to
re-open the Gardens with Wayi» E. ftee(̂ le wto operated a tnrdware store in Lircas.
They clean»l and restomi the property and clo^ tte a(»rtments which tte cabin
hadb^n turned into.

1977 April 28th, Tte (^rden of Eden was entered on tte Natioral
register of Historic Places.
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