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D e a r R o z e l l e ;

Now that the holidays are over and I 've caught up with
the work that pi led up during my absence, I would l ike
to rev iew my suggest ions for care of the sculpt ings in
N e w B e t h e s d a .

The sculpt ings were constructed over a per iod of twenty
years end ing in 1976 . They were made o f cement and some
w e r e e m b e d e d w i t h g l a s s s h a r d s . T h e i n t e r i o r r e i n f o r c e
ment and support systems are unknown. In 1980 the objects
w e r e c o a t e d w i t h a s a l t a n d c e m e n t m i x t u r e i n a n a t t e m p t
to cover crumbl ing and crack ing of or ig ina l cement .

For immediate care, the objects should be kept as dry
as poss ib le to prevent the sa l ts f rom d isso lv ing and
pene t ra t i ng deepe r i n to t he o r i g i na l cemen t . A wa te r
p r o o f r o o f s h o u l d b e c o n s t r u c t e d o v e r t h e e n t i r e a r e a .
This would also mit igate temperature extremes and f reeze/
t h a w c y c l e s .

I t i s v e r y i m p o r t a n t t h a t t h e o b j e c t s r e c e i v e n o t r e a t m e n t
of any k ind unt i l a complete t reatment procedure is p lanned.
Any water repe l lan t app l i ca t ion wou ld p rec lude sa l t remova l .
Al l t reatments should be superv ised by a profess ional
c o n s e r v a t o r o f o u t d o o r a r t w o r k s .

A l though I have t reated several objects that have under
g o n e s i m i l a r w e l l - i n t e n t i o n e d p r i o r m i s t r e a t m e n t , I w o u l d
s t i l l r equ i re an inspec t ion to de te rm ine the ex ten t and
na tu re o f damage o f t hese pa r t i cu l a r ob jec t s . A t t ha t
t i m e I c o u l d a l s o s e a r c h o u t a n d o r d e r t h e m a t e r i a l s t h a t
would be needed to t reat the objects.

I b e l i e v e t h a t o n e o r t w o w e e k s w o u l d b e s u f fi c i e n t t i m e
for an inspection and preparation of a treatment plan.
I h a v e n o i d e a w h a t t h e c o s t o f t r e a t m e n t w o u l d b e a s t h a t
depends greatly upon the results of the inspection and
t h e a n a l y s i s o f t h e c o n d i t i o n o f t h e m a t e r i a l s a s w e l l a s
a determination of the possibil ity of using the labor of
l o c a l v o l u n t e e r s .

c o n t i n u e d

4544 Tobias Avenue, Sherman Oaks, California 91403, U.S.A.

Telephone (213) 273^3161



A R T C O N S E R V A T I O N
H I S T O R I C P R E S E R V A T I O N

M Y R N A S A X E

page 2

If you have not had success in finding funding you
might consider the Publ ic Relat ions Department of the
F l o u r C o r p o r a t i o n .

In the meant ime, I would appreciate receiv ing copies
o f t he magaz ine a r t i c l e abou t t he scu lp t i ngs , pho to
graphs of the area and detai ls, and the monthly rain
a n d t e m p e r a t u r e c h a r t s .

G o o d l u c k a n d .

B e s t w i s h e s , .

MYRNA SAXE

p.s. Deanna (Chooky) Stevens may also have some ideas
fo r you rega rd ing f und ra i s i ng . He r t e l ephone
n u m b e r i s ( O i l ) 7 2 5 - 3 6 3 0 .
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