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B I I K R A P H Y
1873 Father Wernerus born in Kettenis^ near Eupen, In tte Rhine province of Germany to

Gern^n and Frera^h parents.

1 8 8 0 V
1904 ^ 3{»nt his boyiK»nl 1 n Kettenis, and %rv^ his requi r^ three ^rs i n the army.

Afterwards, he tegan his studies for the Catholic priesthood at Lî , Belgium, and
contl nued with tte Saleslan Fatters 1 n Ital y.

1904 Father Wernerus di»»nti nual his studies to come to the US. He resum«l his stipes
at St. Francis Semlrarg near hilwauic^.

1907 He was ordained at St. Francis Semirary.

1918 The Father came to Dickeyville to be pastor of tte ttol y Ghost parish, where he
remain^ unti l his death.

1925 He b^n constructing two urns n»de of cen^nt and glass, which would stand at the
ba^ of the base of the Xruclfixlon Group" in tte cen^tery. Over the next six i^rs
he contini^ to u^ such ii^xf^nsive, readily available n»teria1s in tte building of
the Grotto, etc.

1930 The Grotto and surrounding areas were formally d^cat^ on September 14.

1931 Early in this year the Shrine neared completion. The nwjor projects were finished
aral the plantiiqs were replacel. Shortly thereafter Father Wernerus contra:t«J
pneumonia after administering the last rites to a paristoner, and died.
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Father Francis J. Steffen, Pastor
c/o Dickeyville Grotto
P.O. Box 427
Dickeyville, Wi 53808

Spin City Restoration Committ^ (Tom Farley, Sally Farley, Don Kovlett,
and Lisa Stoiw)
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Judy Riniker and ^ter^ Timmerman
Co-liaiw^rs
Dickeyville Grotto
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