
THOUGHTS ON THE EXHIBITION. .

As I was work ing on th i s exh ib i t i on , I s ta r ted to
think about my visit to the Folk Tree gallery in 1987 and
how another high point in my stay was visiting Simon Rodia's
Watts Towers. Among my stacks of art work in my studio in
Philadelphia, I started pulling out documentations of my
visit to the towers, thus beginning a series of paintings
a n d e t c h i n g s o f t h e t o w e r s .

I n e x p l a i n i n g m y w o r k m e t h o d , I w o u l d l i k e t o t e l l t h e

story of the three Chinese brush paintings displayed in this
ga l le ry. In 1987, I represented the c i ty o f Ph i lade lph ia in
Tianjian, China and I studied Chinese brush painting with
teacher Han Wen Lai. In the Spring of 1989, Han Wen Lai was
a guest of the city of Philadelphia and he stayed in my home.
His stay rekindled my interest in Chinese brush painting.
I made several paintings in the technique,depicting the towers.
I asked Han Wen Lai to use his calligraphy to write a poem by
Lao-tse (the founder to Taoism) on each painting, I embellished
t h e w o r k s b y i n c l u d i n g p h o t o g r a p h s o f t h e Wa t t s To w e r s t h a t
I had taken in 1987 along with photos I had recently taken in
my ga rden and s tud io . Thus you see my work ing me thod o f me ld
ing disparate objects and juxtapositions of time and space
t h a t w o u l d b e d i s o r i e n t i n g i n l i n e a i r t i m e , b u t a r e j u s t fi n e
in my easy stream of consciousness and my Garden of Eden world.

K a t h i , w h o i s w r i t i n g a l l o f t h i s d o w n , r e m i n d s m e t h a t
yes te rday I to ld her a s to ry about the re la t ionsh ip be tween
Simon Rodia and Lao-tse. Simon Rodia worked for some 30 years
o r m o r e o n h i s t o w e r s a n d t h e n s u d d e n l y l e f t , n e v e r t o r e t u r n .
The story we have about Lao-tse is that he was very disgruntled
about human society and was on his way out of town never to
r e t u r n w h e n t h e g a t e k e e p e r a s k e d h i m t o i m p a r t h i s k n o w l e d g e ,
w h i c h h e d i d , a n d l e f t .
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