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J u l y 3 1 , 1 9 9 2

D e a r S e y m o u r ,

I ' v e p u t t o g e t h e r t h i s s u m m a r y o f r e c e n t e v e n t s w h i c h h a v e
taken place concerning the Garden.If sympathy for the underdog
i s e f f e c t i v e , t h i s m i g h t b e u s e f u l , d o n ' t y o u t h i n k ? A t l e a s t
my side is presented. There are a couple more points for me to
m a k e , b u t t h e n y o u n e e d a f e w i n r e s e r v e .

I can hard ly be l ieve tha t schoo l w i l l s ta r t i n th ree weeks l

In February, 1992 the Sunnyslope Rock Garden was brought into a
process called "deterniination of eligability**. At that time I
presented the Phoenix Commission on Historic Preservation a letter
from Seymour Rosen, Director of S. P. A. C. E. S.( Saving Arts and
Cultural Environments). His organization is based in Los Angeles
and Mr. Rosen has spent the last th i r ty years locat ing si tes al l
o v e r t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a n d t h e w o r l d , a d v o c a t i n g f o r t h e i r p r e s e r
vat ion. The commission's response to h is let ter (copy enclosed)
was that it was meaningless to them because they were not familiar
w i t h t h e s i t e s h e m e n t i o n e d .

My response was to create a portfolio with the story about each site
along with pictures and the status and the date of recognition. This
ended up being an eighty-three page binder which also held letters
of support for the Garden, copies of which are also enclosed.

I had submitted my materials to the commission early in May, and
the next meetingwas not scheduled until June 8th. I had asked
Deborah Abele if there were any other kinds of reports needed to
enable the commiss ion to make an in formed dec is ion. Her answer was
t h a t I h a d a d e q u a t e l y r e s p o n d e d t o t h e i r q u e s t i o n s .

Although a reception was prepared for the members of the commission
at the Sunnyslope Rock Garden, none attended and unfortunately, they
were forced to make a decision about the value of the Garden with
o u t t h e b e n e fi t o f h a v i n g s e e n i t fi r s t - h a n d .

On June 8th they decided in a three to two vote that the Garden is
not eligible for consideration for historic status. I have attached
a summary of the arguments used against the Garden. I feel that
their l ine of reasoning is faul ty and the standards they appl ied
to the Garden are not generally applied to sites in Phoenix.

I w o u l d a p p r e c i a t e y o u o p i n i o n .

S i n c e r e l y

M a r i o n B l a k e



Sta tenen t by Mar ion B lake

J u n e 8 , 1 9 9 2 M e e t i n g o f t h e C o m m i s s i o n o n H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n
SUMMARY OF ARGUMENTS PRESENTED;

1 . T h e S u n n y s l o p e R o c k G a r d e n i s n o t fi f t y y e a r s o l d .

2 . A c c o r d i n g t o t h e G a s o w s k i l e t t e r , i t i s e s t a b l i s h e d t h a t t h e r e
i s a s i t e i n F r a n c e w h i c h i s o f g r e a t e r s t a t u r e t h a n t h e S u n n y s l o p e
R o c k G a r d e n .

3 . I t i s p o s s i b l e t o o f fi c i a l l y r e c o g n i z e a n d g r a n t h i s t o r i c s t a t u s
to the Sunnyslope Rock Garden only after fifty years have passed
f r o m t h e t i m e i t w a s fi r s t r e c o g n i z e d .

4. None of the sites listed by Seymour Rosen in his December, 1991
let ter were recognized before they were fi f ty years o ld.

R e s p o n s e s t o t h e s e i s s u e s :

1. Although the Garden is not yet 50 years old, it can be recognized
prior to that date because it is an outstanding example in it's genre.
2. We are discussing historic status in the City of Phoenix. It is
inappropriate to insist upon a world standard of greatness when other
sites, already recognized in Phoenix do not meet such a standard.

3 . M o r e i n f o r m a t i o n i s n e e d e d o n t h i s s t a n d a r d . D e s c r i b e t h e i n i t i a l
form of recognition. Has this standard been applied elsewhere?

I do appreciate the thrust of this question; How does one date an
effort which has taken nearly a quarter of a century to complete?
I do not believe that the artist or his work should be penalized
because of the artist's tenacity and insistance upon doing every
aspect himself. Because of the fine quality of the work, the Sunnyslope
Rock Garden should be recognized as an outstanding example of work
i n i t ' s g e n r e .

4. Al though I do not know specifical ly the ages of the si tes at the
time they were recognized, my understanding from Seymour Rosen is
that some of the sites were between twelve and fouteen years old
when recognized. I will check again with Mr. Rosen. However, the
age of the sites already recognized is not the question here. We
a re d i s cu ss i n g t h e Su n n ys l o p e R o ck Ga rd e n a n d i t ' s n o m i n a t i o n t o b e
recognized as an histor ic landmark within the City of Phoenix.
5n general, I see the Commission on Historic Preservation to have
been es tab l i shed fo r the purpose o f fasc i l i ta t ing the preserva t ion
o f l a n d m a r k s i n t h e C i t y o f P h o e n i x . I d o n o t b e l i e v e t h a t t h e r e
is a question as to the quality of the Sunnyslope Rock Garden. Grover
Cleveland Thompson created a jewel! Experts in the field have writ ten
let ters support ing recogni t ion of the Garden. Over 500 c i t izens have
s igned pet i t ions express ing the i r concern fo r the fu ture o f the
S u n n y s l o p e R o c k G a r d e n .

O n J u n e 8 t h , t h e C o m m i s s i o n o n H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n v o t e d t h r e e t o



t h a t t h e G a r d e n d i d n o t q u a l i f y f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n a s a n h i s t o r i c
s i t e i n t h e C i t y o f P h o e n i x . M a n y o f t h e s e s a m e m e m b e r s w h o v o t e d
a g a i n s t t h e G a r d e n h a d n e v e r m a d e t h e e f f o r t t o v i s i t t h e G a r d e n
a l t h o u g h t h e o w n e r h a d m a d e t h e s p e c i a l e f f o r t b y h o l d i n g a r e c e p t
i o n f o r t h e m . S t r a n g e l y e n o u g h , M a r i o n B l a k e w a s a s k e d t o c o m p a r e
the Sunnys lope Rock Garden w i th Lou is Lee*s Rock Garden . I t was
n e v e r e x p l a i n e d w h y t h i s l i n e o f q u e s t i o n i n g h a d a n y s i g n i fi c a n c e
t o t h e m a t t e r a t h a n d .

To g e t h e r w i t h t h e f o u r e x a m p l e s o f a r g u m e n t p r e s e n t e d a t t h e m e e t i n g ,
I f e e l t h a t t h e c o m m i s s i o n h a s d o n e a d i s s e r v i c e t o t h e c a u s e o f
t h e S u n n y s l o p e R o c k G a r d e n .

A s t h e o w n e r a n d c a r e t a k e r o f t h e G a r d e n , I h a v e c o n c e r n f o r i t * s
f u t u r e . I a m i n t e r e s t e d i n t a k i n g s t e p s a t t h i s t i m e w h i c h w o u l d
g u a r a n t e e i n c r e a s e d p r o t e c t i o n f o r t h e G a r d e n . I a m o n l y t o o a w a r e
t h a t t h e G a r d e n i s a h e a r t b e a t a w a y f r o m b e i n g l o s t . M y e f f o r t s a r e
f o r t h o s e p r o v i s i o n s w h i c h w i l l a l l o w t h e G a r d e n t o b e c o m e fi f t y
y e a r s o l d .

I f i t i s n o t p o s s i b l e t o r e c o g n i z e t h e G a r d e n a t t h i s t i m e , I u r g e
t h e O f fi c e o n H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n t o c r e a t e a s e c o n d a r y l e v e l o f
r e c o g n i t i o n w h i c h w o u l d p u t a s i t e s u c h a s t h e G a r d e n o n t r a c k f o r
r e c o g n i t i o n . S u c h a p r o c e s s w o u l d b e a b e n e fi t t o m a n y s i t e s w h i c h
o t h e r w i s e w o u l d b e l o s t . T h i s p r o c e s s w o u l d g u a r a n t e e c o n t i n u e d e n
r i c h m e n t o f t h e C i t y t h r o u g h f a s c i l i t a t e d p r e s e r v a t i o n o f i t s l a n d
m a r k s .

I m u s t m a k e o n e f u r t h e r p o i n t : O n J u l y 1 4 t h D e b o r a h A b e l e s e n t m e
a packe t con ta in ing resources and gu ide l i nes wh ich wou ld have been
h e l p f u l i f I h a d r e c e i v e d t h e m p r i o r t o m y m e e t i n g s w i t h t h e c o m
m i s s i o n , w h i c h c o m m e n c e d i n F e b r u a r y , 1 9 9 2 . I t i s u n f o r t u n a t e t h a t
I h a d n o t b e e n m a d e a w a r e o f t h e s e r e a s o u r c e s a t a n e a r l i e r d a t e .

T h e r e f o r e I r e q u e s t t w o a c t i o n s o n t h e p a r t o f t h e C i t y o f P h o e n i x :
F i r s t , t h e S u n n y s l o p e R o c k G a r d e n t o r e c e i v e o f fi c i a l r e c o g n i t i o n .
And Second , t he demapp ing o f t he f r on tage on t he Eas t s i de o f No r t h
T h i r t e e n t h P l a c e b e t w e e n C i n n a b a r a n d C e r y l D r i v e . I h a v e b e e n a s
s u r e d b y s e v e r a l c i t y o f f i c i a l s t h a t t h e r e i § n o p l a n t o w i d e n t h e
s t r e e t a n d t h a t t h e o n l y l i k e l i h o o d t h a t t h e s t r e e t m i g h t b e w i d e n e d
w o u l d b e i n t h e c a s e o f a n I m p r o v e m e n t D i s t r i c t , w h i c h r e q u i r e s t h e
v o t e o f t h o s e i n t h e i m m e d i a t e a r e a . I f t h e c i t y d o e s n o t p l a n t o
w i d e n t h e s t r e e t , t h e y s h o u l d h a v e n o p r o b l e m r e t u r n i n g t h e f r o n t a g e *
T h i s a c t i o n w o u l d r e m o v e t h e t h r e a t f o r t h e S u n n y s l o p e R o c k G a r d e n
o f l o o s i n g o n e w h o l e s e c t i o n o f A r t W o r k !


