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Sunnyslope Rock Garden
1 0 0 2 3 N . 1 3 t h P l a c e

Phoenix, AZ 85020

J a n . 1 5 , 1 9 9 4

D e a r S e y m o u r /

I h a v e a c o u p l e s l i d e s o f S t r u n k H o l l o w . O n c e I g e t s o m e p r i n t s
m a d e , I ' l l s e n d y o u c o p i e s , I m a d e s o m e p r i n t s f r o m S t r u n k ' s
p h o t o s , a n d r e a l l y , 1 * 1 1 h a v e t o g o o v e r w i t h m y c a m e r a . I t
i s a n i n t e r e s t i n g p l a c e .

A s I s t a r t p u t t i n g m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n t o g e t h e r , I ' l l s e n d y o u
c o p i e s . T h i s m o r n i n g I l i s t e d a l l t h e s i t e s I c o u l d t h i n k
o f i n t h e P h o e n i x a r e a . M a n y o f t h e m a r e s m a l l o r s l i g h t ,
a n d s o m e a r e g o n e , a n d s o m e I ' v e o n l y h e a r d o f , s o i t ' s a
m i x e d b a g . I f e e l m o r e s e c u r e , n o w t h a t I a m f o r m u l a t i n g a
l i s t .

I n o m i n a t e d T h o m p s o n f o r t h e G o v e r n o r ' s A r t s A w a r d . R o n l e t
m e u s e h i s n a m e a s t h e n o m i n e e . P r o b a b l y n o t h i n g w i l l c o m e
f r o m i t , b u t I ' v e d o n e a l l t h a t I c a n d o .

I ' m t h i n k i n g o f i n v i t i n g t h e G o v e r n o r t o s p e n d t h e n i g h t a t
t h e g a r d e n . N o w d o n ' t l a u g h ! W e h a d a d r i v e - b y s h o o t i n g
a b o u t a m o n t h a g o . T h e r e i s a g a n g l i v i n g o n m y b l o c k , a n d
s i n c e t h e w o m a n w a s s h o t , n o w t h i s g a n g i s g o i n g a f t e r t h e
o t h e r g a n g , o f c o u r s e . S o I g u e s s I ' l l h a v e t o i n v e s t i n a
b u l l e t p r o o f v e s t .

A n y w a y , i n S o u t h P h o e n i x , t h e r e i s a l o t m o r e t r o u b l e t h a n
h e r e , a n d t h e G o v e r n o r h a s s p e n t t h e n i g h t d o w n t h e r e t w i c e
a l r e a d y . S o , b y i n v i t i n g h i m t o s t a y h e r e , I w o u l d b r i n g t h e
g a r d e n t o h i s a t t e n t i o n a n d m y c o n c e r n s f o r t h e n e i g h b o r h o o d
a s w e l l .

T h e s u n i s h o t . I d o n ' t k n o w h o w I ' l l s t a n d t h e S u m m e r h e a t
w h e n i t s a l r e a d y t o o h o t i n J a n u a r y .

I a m fi n d i n g o u t a b o u t t h e l e v e l s o f r e c o g n i t i o n i n t h e S t a t e
o f A r i z . T h e r e i s t h e H i g h w a y D e p t . w h i c h w o r k s w i t h t h e A r i z o n a
H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y w h i c h h a s i t s m a i n o f fi c e i n T u s c o n . B o t h
o f t h e s e p e o p l e w o r k w i t h a r e s e a r c h c o m m i t t e e , w h i c h m a k e s
s u r e t h a t t h e d o c u m e n t a t i o n i s c o r r e c t .

So , i f a g roup wan ted a marke r pu t up some p lace , t hey wou ld
m a k e t h e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n a n d h a v e t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f r a i s i n g
t h e f u n d s f o r t h e p r o d u c t i o n o f t h e m a r k e r . T h e y m i g h t p r o v i d e
t h e w o r d i n g f o r t h e m a r k e r . T h e n t h e H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y a n d
t h e r e s e a r c h p e o p l e w o u l d d e c i d e e x a c t l y w h a t w o u l d b e s a i d
a c c o r d i n g t o t h e c o n s t r a i n t s o f t h e s i z e o f t h e s i g n . I t s e e m s
t h a t t h e H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y i s a n i m p o r t a n t e l e m e n t . I h a v e
t h e m a n s ' n a m e a n d n u m b e r t o c a l l i n T u s c o n ,



T h e l a d y f r o m H i g h w a y s s a i d t h a t t h e y a r e i n v o l v e d o n l y w i t h
s i gns wh i ch go a l ong A r i zona S ta te Rou tes . Tha t makes sense .

S o f a r I h a v e n ' t h e a r d a n y t h i n g a b o u t d i f f e r e n t l e v e l s o f
r e c o g n i t i o n . P o s s i b l y t h e y w i l l t h i n k i t s a g o o d i d e a w h e n
I s u g g e s t i t t o t h e m . M y i m p r e s s i o n i s t h a t t h e p r o c e e d u r e s
a r e h a n d l e d b y a v e r y f e w p e o p l e , a n d i t w i l l t a k e s o m e t i m e
t o fi n d o u t h o w t o i n fl u e n c e t h e s y s t e m . I w i l l t r y t o l i s t e n
v e r y w e l l w h e n t h e y s p e a k t o m e .

M y s t e r y C a s t l e w a s s e l e c t e d a s o n e o f t w e n t y m o s t p o p u l a r
p l a c e s t o g o i n P h o e n i x . A n d t h e n M a r y L o u t o l d m e t h a t s h e
g o t a To u r i s n A w a r d . S h e s a i d i t w a s N a t i o n a l .

T h i s s h o w s t h a t t h e r e a r e a l o t o f a w a r d s . I t j u s t t a k e s t i m e
t o fi r a o u t w h a t t h e y a r e .

T h e A r t B r u t S o c i e t i e s a n d M a g a z i n e s h o u l d p r e s e n t a w a r d s
s i n c e t h e o u t s i d e o f t h e O u t s i d e r W o r l d l i k e s a w a r d s s o m u c h .

S e e y a ' i n M a r c h .
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S t r u n k ' s H o l l o w
5 1 1 2 W . O n y x A v e .
G l e n d a l e , A z .

h o m e 9 3 1 - 1 0 5 5

" T h e A n t i q u e D i f f e r e n c e "
Sonny and Jan Strunk
6 9 6 0 N . 5 7 t h D r .
G l e n d a l e , A z . 8 5 3 0 1
( 6 0 2 ) 8 4 2 - 2 8 4 2

B e g i n n i n g d a t e : 1 9 7 7

C o r n e r p r o p e r t y fi l l e d w i t h e c l e c t i c c o l l e c t i o n h a v i n g l a r g e
f o r m s a n d n o t n e c e s s a r i l y l o g i c a l l y r e l a t e d t o o n e a n o t h e r .

F a c i n g O n y x : i . 4 . ,
surry, fire spool and hose, water pump * flag, oak ^bar^l Diante ;;^s
wagon wheels,old wooden wagon, an Indian ladder

T h i s s i d e o f t h e h o u s e i s d e c o r a t e d w i t h a w o o d e n ' f e n c e a l o n g
a balcony and a set of windows,(^originally from Legend City)
create an impress ion of fantasy and g ingerbread, re la t ing
t h e a r e a o f t h e r o o f t o t h e r e s t o f t h e f a c a d e a n d t h e y a r d .
Numerous lamps hamg from overhangs and along the wall of the house.
B i r d s b a t h s , w o o d e n s t u m p s a n d a n c i e n t f a r m i m p l e m e n t s s e r v e a s c o u n t e r
point against the lush pampa grass and other vegetat ion. Bird houses ,
faded In the sun, a long wi th an elfin lodge complete wi th several ceramic
elves lounging on the porch, and a couple below, lo(igaging by a shady steam.
Old rusted t runks, Rai l Road s igns and swi tches, coalmining car ts,are a few
of the myriadvoluminous objects filling the space surrounding the Strunk's
Hollow home, facing Onyx.
From 51st Dri^e, you see a large log, not far from the fence, partially
decayed. Frolicing on the log are three beavers; one of which has tumbled
onto his back. Rabbits, elves and tiny deer are in the underbrush. Several
happyfaced snails are playing on a small stump. And under a rusted-out
cooking pan you see three very serious looking old men with pointed hats.

Standing back from the property, you can see past the vine covered fence,
that there is a huge circular staircase going from the back yard to the second
floor balcony. The back yard has a fish pond and is decorated with many wood
l a n d s p i r i t s .

Looking at the roof, one sees an old wooden yoke, pinwheels and more hanging
l a n t e r n s . E x o t i c c o l l e c t i o n s d e c o r a t e t h e i n t e r i o r a s w e l l .

* * * * * *

P u b l i c a t i o n s :

A r i z o n a R e p u b l i c

J u n e ,
M a y ,

1 9 8 0
1 9 8 9

P h o e n i x H o m e a n d G a r d e n

D e c e m b e r , 1 9 8 2

D a i l y N e w s S u n

S e p t . 1 9 9 2


