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D r . R o b e r t B i s h o p
M u s e u m o f A m e r i c a n F o l k A r t
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New York, N.Y. 10016-7321

D e a r D r . B i s h o p :

About a month ago, armed with a camera and notebook, I drove up Pine Hill
in Waterbury, Ct. with the simple intention of doing some original research
for a Fo lk Ar t c lass a t Eas te rn Conn. S ta te Un ivers i t y. L i t t l e d id I know
that after seeing Holy Land and the large bulldozer poised ready to begin
demolition, I would spend the next few days calling newspapers and combing
old articles for names of any persons who might help. Admittedly, life has
been a little crazy since then, but some wonderf\il things are happening
and I thought perhaps you would be interested fol lowing our progress.

E n c l o s e d a r e s o m e o f t h e r e c e n t l e t t e r s a n d n e w s a r t i c l e s . To d a t e w e h a v e
2900+ signatures on a petition, Flo Laffal, Sandra Maineri and I have been
on a local 2-hour talk show about HolyLand, we've launched a Holy Land Quilt
Project, we are having weekly public committee meetings attended by the
local press, we have weekend vigils at the gates of Holy Land where we hand
out literature and gather signatures, and we are assembling a comprehensive
fi le o f those ind iv idua ls and compan ies wh ich w i l l vo lun teer ta len t and
m a t e r i a l s f o r t h e r e s t o r a t i o n .

The response fl?om the community has been very enthusiastic. While the group
has the sk i l ls and determinat ion to channel th is publ ic energy, we could
certainly use all of the expert testiinoDy available. From my research I see
that you have visited Holy Land and have written in the past about the
artistic significance of this site. Our effort could certainly be helped by
your public support of the restoration of John Greco's creation to its
original design. I talk to Dan Prince on a regular basis. He suggested that
he could assist in putting together some sort of public statement which
v e r i fi e s t h e a r t i s t i c v a l u e a n d c u l t u r a l s i g n i fi c a n c e o f e n v i r o n m e n t a l w o r k s
such as Holy Land. Coming from such a prestigious institution as the Museum
of American Folk Art, this would add substantial weight to our claim that
P ine H i l l in Waterbury, Ct . i s home to a nat iona l t reasure .

If you have any questions, please feel fi?ee to call or write to me. Thank
you for your t ime and considerat ion.
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