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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN ' . ' -y< ' - ' -y

I w a s r a i s e d a C a t h o l i c a n d b e l i e v e d i n t h e t e a c h i n g s o f m y
R e l i g i o n . . . h o w e v e r , f o r h o w m u c h l o n g e r i s r i g h t n o w a
s t r o n g a n d h e a r t s i c k q u e s t i o n i n m y m i n d . , . d u e t o r e a d i n g
t h e a r t i c l e s i n t h e N e w s p a p e r f o r t h e l a s t f e w w e e k s r e g a r d i n g
t h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f H O L Y L A N D U . S . A .

I w a s a p p a l l e d e n o u g h t o t a k e t h e t i m e o n S a t u r d a y t o d r i v e
t o t h e s i t e , fi r s t o f a l l t o m e e t t h e c o n c e r n e d p e o p l e w h o
a r e p a i n s t a k i n g l y t a k i n g t h e t i m e t o t r y t o h a v e t h i s d r e a m
p r e s e r v e d . . . r e s t o r e d . . . a n d n o t B U L L D O Z E D D O W N ; a n d s e c o n d l y ,
t o o f f e r w h a t e v e r l i t t l e a s s i s t a n c e I c o u l d p o s s i b l y b e t o
t h e m .

W h a t a n u n w a s t e d t r i p o n a S a t u r d a y a f t e r n o o n , t o m e e t s u c h a
g r o u p o f p e o p l e . . . a l l d i f f e r e n t r e l i g i o n s . . . a l l d i f f e r e n t
o c c u p a t i o n s . . . b u t w i t h o n e b e a u t i f u l p e r s p e c t i v e . . .
S A V E H O L Y L A N D I

W i t h n o " t i n m o n e y c u p s " i n t h e i r h a n d s , t h e y g r e e t e d m e a t
t h e g a t e , " p e a c e f u l l y , w e l l o r g a n i z e d a n d d e t e r m i n e d " . I
t o l d t h e m I h a d c o m e , b e c a u s e I a l s o b e l i e v e d i n t h e i r c a u s e .
N o t b e i n g a r t i s t i c a l l y i n c l i n e d , I c o u l d n o t o f f e r m y a s s i s
t a n c e t o h e l p p a i n t o r r e s t o r e s t a t u e s , b u t w o u l d b e g l a d t o
g e t p e t i t i o n s s i g n e d a n d h e l p i n s o m e w a y t o S A V E H o l y L a n d .
I p r o c e e d e d t o g a t h e r u p t h e l i t e r a t u r e t h e y ' h a d c o m p i l e d s o
v e r y n e a t l y o n t h e i r t a b l e , a l i s t o f N e w s p a p e r s t o w r i t e t o ,
a l i s t o f p o l i t i c a l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s w i t h t e l e p h o n e n u m b e r s ,
p e t i t i o n f o r m s a n d p a s t a r t i c l e s p u b l i s h e d o n t h i s a w e s o m e s i t e
a n d o n e m a n ' s d r e a m t h a t b e c a m e a r e a l i t y . H i s d r e a m t h a t h e
p a s s e d o n t o s o m a n y p e o p l e w h o c a m e . . . a n d s t i l l c o m e , a n d
p r a y e d , m a r v e l l e d , a n d l e f t t h i s b e a u t i f u l s i t e w i t h a f e e l i n g
t h a t s t i l l c a n ' t b e e x p l a i n e d o r p u t i n w r i t i n g n o m a t t e r w h a t
r e l i g i o n , i f a n y , t h e y b e l i e v e d i n o r p r a c t i c e d .

A f t e r a l o n g d i s c u s s i o n , I a s k e d t h e g r o u p i f I c o u l d w a l k u p
t o t h e C r o s s ( I h a d n o t b e e n u p t h e r e s i n c e I w a s a l i t t l e g i r l ) .
T h e y s a i d I c o u l d g o u p b y m y s e l f b u t t h e y c o u l d n ' t a c c o m p a n y
m e . . . t h e y a r e n o t a l l o w e d i n s i d e t h e g a t e o r t h e y w i l l b e
a r e s t e d .

L o w a n d b e h o l d . . . I l e f t t h e r e a n d w e n t t o t h e I m m a c u l a t e

C o n c e p t i o n C h u r c h t o l i g h t a c a n d l e f o r w h i c h I d o q u i t e
o f t e n f o r v a r i o u s r e q u e s t s a n d r e a s o n s . T h i s t i m e I p r a y e d
f o r t h i s g r o u p t o b e s u c c e s s f u l i n t h e i r e n d e a v o r . . . a n d t h e n



I prayed for the Religious people involved who have diverted
their time from prayers to destruction. Oh, Mr. Grecco, did
you ever believe that the people you left responsible fordream would be the ones .at who's hands it would be destroyed.
Perhaps it would have been safer in the hands of a strangerI
First of all stop them and secondly forgive them. No one is
asking them for money ... just for permission to save this
glorious site. Give them permission and they will do the rest!
Also, just one last note, when I got up to the Cross at the top
of the hill, I met 3 people from Hartford ... we discussed
the situation, and at the end of the conversation, one gentle
man looked at me and said: "I can't explain what I feel
after walking around the grounds and most of all standing under
nea th th i s Cross , and I 'm no t p ro found ly re l i g ious , however,
I would not operate any equipment that was going to destroy
this site or anything on it for any amount of moneyI

Please keep abreast of this situation and support this
dedicated Committee to SAVE HOLY LAND.

J o a n n e G i r a r d
4 7 B r e n t w o o d A v e n u e
Wa t e r b u r y, C T 0 6 7 0 5
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I hereby grant permission to print this letter anywhere
y o u w i s h .


