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JAMES HAMPTON (1909-1964)

James Hampton was born on Apri l 8, 1909 in El loree, South Carol ina. One of four
chi ldren, he was the son of James Hampton, a black Bapt ist minister, and Sarah Johnson.
Nothing else is known about his chi ldhood or family background. Around 1928, Hampton came
to Washington, D.C, to l i ve wi th h is o lder bro ther Lee, He worked as a cook in severa l
local cafes f rom 1939 to 19A2. Inducted into the array in 1942, he served in the 385th
a v i a t i o n s q u a d r o n a s a p r i v a t e fi r s t c l a s s u n t i l h i s h o n o r a b l e d i s c h a r g e i n 1 9 4 5 . D u r i n g
th is three-year per iod, Hampton was stat ioned in Honolu lu, Guam, Saipan, and Seat t le ,
Washington. Af ter the war he returned to Washington, D.C,, where he worked as a laborer
for the General Services Administration from 1946 until 1964, James Hampton died of cancer
on November 4, 1964, and is buried in Warren Chapel Cemetery in Orangeburg, South Carolina.

Described by acquaintances as a small, quiet man, Hampton never married, and led a very
p r i va te l i f e , wh i ch o rd ina r i l y wou ld appea r t o have been uneven t fu l . Bu t a t some po in t i n
his ear ly l i fe , James Hampton bel ieved that God had come to h im in a v is ion. The date,
c i rcumstances and de ta i l s o f th is v is ion a re unknown, bu t he con t inued to rece ive v is i cna
un t i l h i s dea th . I nsp i red by these expe r iences , Hampton ded i ca ted h imse l f t o bu i l d i ng wha t

c a l l e d " T h < ? T h r o n e o f t h a T h i r d R e a v e r , o f t h e N a t i o n s M l l l e n i u m G e n e r a l ^ K s e m b l y. " H e
bel ieved that God came to h im every n ight to guide him step by step in construct ing the
vas t a r ray o f g l i t te r ing , in t r i ca te ob jec ts wh ich he worked on in an unheated garage a t 1133
7th Street, N,W, Al though a s^ml l p iece marked "Made on Guam Apri l 14, 1945" is included
among the approximately 250 pieces involved, the exact t ime at which Hamption began his work
has not been establ ished. However, i t is known that he rented the garage f rom around 1950
t o 1 5 6 4 , D u r i n g t h o s e y e a r s h e d i l i g e n t l y g a t h e r e d u s e d f u r n i t u r e , c a r d b o a r d , d e s k b l o t t e r s ,
p l a s t i c , a l u m i n u m a n d g o l d f o i l , a n d b u r n t o u t l i g h t b u l b s . W i t h t h e s e d i s c a r d e d n a U e r i a l s ,
Hampton fash ioned ob jec ts which suggest many t rad i t iona l church appoin tments ; a throne
c h a i r, p u l p i t s , s t a n d a r d s , a n d o f f e r t o r y t a b l e s . T h e p u r p o s e o f o t h e r p i e c e s i s n o t k n o w n .

Untrained, Hampton nonetheless possessed a remarkable sense of design and symmetry.
Each p iece i s o re o f a pa i r ; each has i t s p lace . F rom labe ls found on the ob jec ts , tbc
b a s i c s c h e m e i s r e a d i l y d i s c a m i b l e . To t h e l e f t o f t h e c e n t r a l t h r o n e , t h e p i e c e s r e f e r
to the New Testaiaent , and stress Jesus Chr is t and his grace, whi le to the r ight , the system ■
i s b a s e d o n t h e O l d Te s t a m e n t a n d H o s e s a n d h i s l a w . A l s o a t t a c h e d t o i n d i v i d u a l o b j e c t s -
a r e t a g s r e c o r d i n g s p e c i fi c v i s i o n s . R e f e r e n c e s t o A . J , Ty l e r, a p o p u l a r l o c a l m i n i s t e r w h o
died in 1936, ard found scattered throughout the ensemble, but the reason for Hampton's
i n t e r e s t i n t h e m a n h a s n o t b e e n d e t e r m i n e d ,

I

C r o w n i n g t h e t h r o n e a r e t h e w o r d s " F e a r N o t . " Ta c k e d t o h i s b u l l e t i n h o a r d w a s t h e
i n s c r i p t i o n " W h e r e t h e r e i s n o v i s i o n , t h e P e o p l e P e r i s h . " N o o r d e r l y, a c c u r a t e e x p l i c a t i o n
o f H a m p t o n ' s r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s c a n b e s t a t e d w i t h c e r t a i n t y. I n t e n s e l y i n v o l v e d i n r e l i g i o u s
ideas, Haiuptcn d id not fcrcc h ie be l ie fs on cnycne, and apparent ly d id net record any eut l i -^e
o f s u c h . I n a d d i t i o n t o b u i l d i n g t h e T h r o n e , h e p r o d u c e d a p e r s o n a l , c a b a l i s t i c s c r i p t w h i c h
h a s n o t b e e n d e c i p h e r e d . P e r h a p s t h e e x p l a n a t i o n f o r h i s i d e a s a r e c o n t a i n e d i n t h i s w r i t i n g .
From one source i t is known that Hampton concentrated on the Book of Revelations, and bel ieved
in the Second Coming o f Chr i s t , Or ig ina l l y f rom a Bap t i s t background , he fe l t tha t the re was
no need for the d i f ferent fa i ths because there is on ly one God. A l though uneducated, Hampton
was c lear ly we l l acqua in ted wi th the B ib le , The re ferences chosen and adapted to h is purpose
i n d i c a t e a s e n s i t i v e u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f c e r t a i n t h e o l o g i c a l c o n c e p t s .

Much remains unknown about James Hampton and the steady impulse which moved him to create
"The Throne o f the Th i rd Heaven o f the Nat ions Mi l len ium Genera l Assembly. " Par t i cu la r l y
mys t i f y ing i s the end to^^ard wh ich he was a im ing . D id he in tend i t fo r -pub l i c d isp lay, o r
was i t t o rema in a pe rsona l exper ience? In te r rup ted by h is dea th , the work i s p robab ly
u n fi n i s h e d , b u t i t i s d a z s l i n g t e s t i m o n y t o t h e i n s p i r a t i o n a n d d e d i c a t i o n w h i c h d n n i n a t e d
t h e l i f e o f J a m e s H a m p t o n .
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