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D e a r S i r s . :

I r ead w i th g rea t i n te res t t he a r t i c l e "Pa rad i se Garden G i f t t o
County?" in The Summerville News. July 9, 1987. The idea of the county
receiving Howard Finster's. Paradise Garden as a gift and assuming
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r i t s f u t u r e m a i n t e n a n c e i s . a n e x c e l l e n t i d e a , a n d i t i s
no t a moment too soon to beg in p lann ing fo r i t i n a l l i t s pa r t i cu la rs .

I have known Howard Finster for many years, and I am one of the
many visitors from throughout the country who have seen Paradise Garden
fi r s t h a n d . I t i s a n a w e s o m e c r e a t i v e a c c o m p l i s h m e n t , a n d I f r e e l y p r e d i c t
tha t in years to come i t w i l l be the s i te fo r wh ich Summerv i l le i s bes t
known. Bu t fi rs t we have be fo re us the task o f insur ing tha t i t su rv ives
i n t o t h a t f u t u r e .

H o w a r d F i n s t e r w o u l d b e t h e fi r s t t o p o i n t o u t t h a t n e i t h e r h i s
remain ing years nor h is ava i lab le energ ies and resources are un l imi ted.
P a r a d i s e G a r d e n r e q u i r e s p r o f e s s i o n a l m a i n t e n a n c e n o w, w h e n t h e w o r l d i s
making many simultaneous demands on Reverend Finster's energies, and it wi l l
require at tent ion in years to come when he is . no longer wi th us. I t would
be both a t r ibute to h im, and a responsib le s tep for the c i ty o f Summerv i l le
i t s e l f , f o r t h e c i t y t o t a k e c h a r g e o f t h e G a r d e n a n d i n i t i a t e s t e p s t o
p rese rve i t f o r t he l ong - range f u tu re . Pa rad i se Ga rden i s a l r eady pa r t o f
Summerv i l le 's pub l ic her i tage; now is the t ime to beg in tak ing s teps to
p r e s e r v e t h a t h e r i t a g e f o r p o s t e r i t y .
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