
Saving and Preserving Arts and Cultural Environments
1804 North Van Ness Los Angeles, California 90028

Telephone: 213/463-1629

HonorQble Mayor Sharpe Jomes
Ci ty o f Newark
Nework , New Je rsey

Dear Mayor James;

SPACES is a national orgonizaiion concerned with the recognition and preservation
of monumental and unique works of art on the American landscape. During the
last few days we have received 10 phone calls and correspondence from some of
our members and others who have read the New York Times the Washington Post
and The Record, concerning Eea's Ark in Newark. I 'm sure you ore aware of the
n n t i o n o l i n t e r e s t i n K e a ' s A r k .

What is going on parallels activities that surrounded the threat of destruction of
t h e Wa t t s To w e r s i n 1 9 5 9 . A e s t h e t i c s o f t h e s i t e w a s f o u n d l a c k i n g b y t h e b u i l d i n g
department of Los Angeles and some of the immediate neighbors and there were
c o d e v i o l a t i o n s . F o r t u n a t e l y t h e r e w a s t i m e t o a c c e s s t h e l o s s o f t h e s t r u c t u r e .

Today the Towers still stcmd, they are a property of the State of California, a
National Register of Historic Places manxmient which is managed by the City of Los
Angeles. The Towers are a focal point and symbol of culture and renewal for that
part of Los Angeles. I t inspired an art center, bui l t with pr ivate contr ibut ions
and is a magnet for tourists who have little else to attract them to that iMurticular
area. This is only one story of how the protection of a folk/art site has teen
beneficial to the broculer community and the sense of the city.

I would hope that some time be given to an assessment of the ark, to determine
the l ong range bene f i t s o f l e t t i ng i t s tay on th i s i »u r t i cu la r s i t e o r on a more
appropriate site. Some of my corresiwndence suggests that the ark cotild generate
many needed community services without burdening the ci ty. This should be
come iKurt of that report.

None of the articles I read su^ests the greater good to the city if the Ark is
destroyed. There are to few monuments of culture and to the human spirit to
leave its possible destruction wholly in the hands of a building department and
not to the i»ople of Newark. Personal aesthetics of building officials should not
d e t e r m i n e t h e c u l t u r a l a x x d s o c i a l n e e d s o f N e w a r k o r t h e w o r l d v i e w o f y o \ i r
c i t y. V i o l a t i o n s o f B u i l d i n g C o d e s c a n b e c o r r e c t e d . I h o p e y o u w i l l g r c m t s o m e
time for the passions to cool and cdlow for a through report to be prepared.

S i n c e r e l y , j

S e y m o u r R o s e n
A Non Profit Thx Exempt Educational Corporation Director



CC: Honorable Thomas Kean, Qovemor
United States Senator Bill firadley
Mr. Richard T. Dewling, State Historic Preservation Officer
I>irector, New Jersey State Council on the Arts
Barbara Kaufman, Seton Hall University


