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D e a r G o v e r n o r K e a n ,

I am wri t ing to you about a remarkable work of urban folk art in
Newark which is being threatened with demolition. It is an "Ark,"
nearly three stories high, which is being built by a woman named
Kea Tanawa with found objects and archi tectural e lements f rom
a b a n d o n e d s c h o o l s , c h u r c h e s a n d o t h e r N e w a r k b u i l d i n g s .

W h i l e t h i s s t r u c t u r e , s t i l l u n d e r c o n s t r u c t i o n , r e fl e c t s M s . Ta n a w a * s
unique vision, it is part , of a much larger phenomenon of American folk
expression. Such folk environments exist all over the country, more
o f ten i n ru ra l se t t i ngs t han i n a c i t y. Ano the r examp le o f an u rban
si te is the Watt 's Towers in Los Angeles.

I spent a recent Sunday afternoon visiting Kea*s Ark and was extremely
impressed by the outpouring of support from a steady stream of neigh
borhood people. Kea Tanawa and her Ark have become compelling symbols
of hope and human potential in a community that has suffered a troubled
p a s t .

I urge you to do whatever you can to stop the demolition, slated for
April 13, 19'87. Please encourage the city to look for a mutually
satisfactory way to preserve the Ark. Its potential as a tourist
attraction, a source of jobs for neighborhood children, and as a symbol
of pride for the community and for the city deserves to be explored.

T h a n k y o u f o r y o u r i n t e r e s t .

S i n c e r e l y ,

D i d i B a r r e t t
E d i t o r
T h e C l a r i o n , A m e r i c a ' s F o l k A r t M a g a z i n e
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