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I c e r t i f y t h a t I a m D i d i B a r r e t t . I l i v e a t 7 7 1 W e s t E n d A v e n u e , N e w Yo r k ,
N Y , 1 0 0 2 5 . I a m D i r e c t o r o f P u b l i c a t i o n s a t t h e M u s e u m o f A m e r i c a n F o l k A r t
and Edi tor of The Clar ion, America 's Folk Art Magazine, publ ished by the
M u s e u m o f A m e r i c a n F o l k A r t .

I have visited Kea Tawana's Ark in Newark, New Jersey, three t imes in the
l a s t f e w w e e k s . I fi n d i t t o b e a r e m a r k a b l e w o r k o f u r b a n f o l k a r t . S i n c e
i t i s s t i l l unde r cons t ruc t i on , i t does no t , o f cou rse , have the appea rance
o f a fi n i s h e d w o r k a n y m o r e t h a n a c o n s t r u c t i o n s i t e f o r a b u i l d i n g w o u l d .
Howeve r, when i t i s comp le ted i t w i l l o f f e r ex tens i ve oppo r tun i t i es f o r t he
Centra l Ward, a neighborhood which has suffered a t roubled past . A l ready
the Ark has become a symbol of hope and human potential for this neighborhood.
In the fu tu re i t cou ld a lso become a communi ty cen te r, a tour is t a t t rac t ion ,
a n d c r e a t e j o b s f o r l o c a l c h i l d r e n .

W h i l e t h i s s t r u c t u r e r e fl e c t s M s . Ta w a n a ' s u n i q u e v i s i o n , i t i s p a r t o f a
much larger phenomenon of American folk expression. Such folk environments
e x i s t a l l o v e r t h e c o u n t r y, m o r e o f t e n i n r u r a l s e t t i n g s t h a n i n c i t i e s .
Other examples of such environments are Watts* Towers in Los Angeles,
Howard Finster*s Paradise Garden in Georgia, S.P. Dinsmoor*s Garden of Eden
in Kansas, and Veronica Ter i l l ion 's home in upstate New York. There are
hundreds of other examples, as wel l .

In my vis i ts to Kea's Ark I have been cont inual ly impressed by the outpour ing
of support f rom a steady st ream of neighborhood people. They are c lear ly
inspired by her v is ion and her feat , and moved by her pl ight .

I urge that this unique work be preserved so that i t may be completed, and
that a plan, which accomodates the city's needs, as well as Ms. Tawana's
b e a r r i v e d i t . T h e r e a r e n u m e r o u s p r e c e d e n t s f o r s u c h p r o j e c t s . I s u g g e s t
they be called upon to come up with a viable way to save Kea's Ark.

I c e r t i f y t h a t t h e s t a t e m e n t s m a d e b y m e i n t h e f o r e g o i n g a r e t r u e . I a m
a w a r e t h a t i f a n y o f t h e f o r e g o i n g s t a t e m e n t s m a d e b y m e a r e w i l l f u l l y f a l s e ,
I a m s u b j e c t t o p u n i s h m j e a t .
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