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I ce r t i f y tha t I am Rober t B ishop . I l i ve a t 213 Wes t 22nd S t ree t ,
N e w Yo r k , N Y 1 0 0 11 . I a m D i r e c t o r o f t h e M u s e u m o f A m e r i c a n F o l k A r t .

I am writing on behalf of Kea Tanawa and her Newark "Ark" which has
r e c e n t l y a t t r a c t e d a g r e a t d e a l o f m e d i a a t t e n t i o n .

A l though I have not persona l ly seen th is env i ronmenta l scu lp ture
I am to ld by severa l a r t h i s to r ians whose op in ions I respec t , tha t
i t is of major importance and should be preserved. The scores of
neighborhood people who stopped by during one afternoon to express
t h e i r s u p p o r t f o r t h i s s i g n i fi c a n t e x a m p l e o f u r b a n f o l k s c u l p t u r e
a t t e s t t o i t s i m p o r t a n c e t o a c o m m u n i t y w h i c h h a s s u f f e r e d a t r o u b l e d
p a s t .

I s t r o n g l y r e c o m m e n d t h a t p l a n s f o r i m m e d i a t e d e m o l i t i o n b e c u r t a i l e d
u n t i l a s o l u t i o n f o r s a v i n g t h e " A r k " a c c e p t a b l e t o a l l i n v o l v e d
p a r t i e s , c a n b e e x p l o r e d .

I c e r t i f y t h a t t h e s t a t e m e n t s m a d e b y m e i n t h e f o r e g o i n g a r e t r u e .
I a m a w a r e t h a t i f a n y o f t h e f o r e g o i n g s t a t e m e n t s m a d e b y m e a r e
w i l l f u l l y f a l s e , I a m s u b j e c t t o p u n i s h m e n t .

S w o r n t o b e f o r e m e t h e 2 8 t h d a y o f A p r i l , 1 9 8 7
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