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D e a r M s . B a r r e t t ;

I am in receipt of and most appreciative of your valued
letter concerning the five year old "Ark" owned by
Ms. Kea Tawana, presently located on the property of
the Humanity Baptist Church at Bergen and 14th Streets.

I n r e t r o s p e c t , f o r fi v e y e a r s , t h e C i t y o f N e w a r k h a s
not enforced c i ty ord inances encompass ing sa id
s t r u c t u r e a n d l o c a t i o n . D u r i n g t h i s t i m e I n e e d n o t
remind you of known problems and charges encountered
during a policy of "selective enforcement" in a city
s t rugg l i ng f o r ne ighbo rhood improvemen t rev i t a l i ze t i on .The Ark has never been seaworthy. Other legitimate
concerns involving safety, health hazards, taxes, water
and sewer usage went unanswered as we l l .

I , the re fo re , wou ld be remiss in my du t ies i f I d id no t
address statutory and legal concerns as posed by Newark
and your municipality as well. As Mayor of the great
City of Newark I must constantly weigh my personal love
o f a r t , c u l t u r a l e n r i c h m e n t a n d f o l k l o r e i n c o n c e r t
w i t h m y o a t h o f o f fi c e t o u p h o l d t h e l a w f o r a l l
c i t i z e n s . N o o n e c a n b e a b o v e t h e l a w.

P l e a s e r e s t a s s u r e d t h a t a f a i r a n d h o n e s t e v a l u a t i o n
o f t h i s s i t ua t i on w i l l be conduc ted by my o f fice . I
a lso have reques ted tha t our mun ic ipa l ombudsman
i m m e d i a t e l y e x p l o r e t h e i s s u e .
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I s i n c e r e l y a p p r e c i a t e y o u r h e a r t f e l t c o m m e n t s a n d
a s s u r e y o u t h a t t h e O m b u d s m a n ' s O f fi c e w i l l c o n d u c t a
t i m e l y a n d i m p a r t i a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n . T h a n k y o u f o r
t a k . 1 n g t h e t i m e t o w r i t e .

A l l t h e b e s t .

S i n c e r e l y y o u r s , j
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