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D e a r F r e d ,

Enclosed Is some material you might find useful about SPACES
a n d a b o u t o t h e r f o l k a r t e n v i r o n m e n t s a r o u n d t h e c o u n t r y .
I t w i l l g i v e y o u a s e n s e o f w i d e s p r e a d t h i s p h e n o m e n o n i s
a n d s h o u l d g i v e y o u s o m e c o n c r e t e i d e a s a b o u t t h e p r o b l e m s
a n d s o l u t i o n s s u r r o u n d i n g o t h e r s i t e s .

The following is an answer to the question of "what is Kea*s
A r k , " a t l e a s t a s I s e e i t : K e a * s A r k i s a w o r k - i n - p r o g r e s s .
I t i s no t ye t fin i shed , and i n f ac t may neve r be fin i shed i n
the sense that a pa in t ing is fin ished when you se l l i t o r hang
i t o n a w a l l . I t i s a w o r k o f s c u l p t u r a l a r t , o f m o n u m e n t a l
s c a l e , t h a t i s t a k i n g t h e f o r m o f a n a r k o r b o a t . I t i s t h e
un ique v i s i on o f a se l f - t augh t a r t i s t who func t i ons ou t s i de t he
m a i n s t r e a m o f t r a d i t i o n a l a r t . S h e d i d n o t s t u d y a r t , o r s e e k
t o fi n d h e r p l a c e i n t h e h i s t o r y o f a r t w i t h t h i s w o r k . R a t l i e r,
she ?aas follo^d her own internal need to express herself in this
way. Becaiiise'jjiier own intuitive sense of design and her own creativ
i t y, i t i s l i k e l y t o b e a w o r k o f r e m a r k a b l e a e s t h e t i c s w h e n i t
i s comple ted. In the meant ime, i t has a l ready ach ieved myth ic
d i m e n s i o n s , n o t o n l y a s a s o c i a l s y m b o l o f h o p e f o r t h e c o m m u n i t y,
but also as a hauntingly beautiful form on a desol^e landscape.
While Kea*s vision is hers alone, she is part of aî bierican phen
omenon of environmental fo lk art wi th hundreds of examples al l
over the count ry. Whi le these s i tes a re ex t remely var ied in appear
ance , loca t ion , and durab i l i t y, many have become tour i s t des t ina t ions ,
community centers, and publ ic gardens. Any of these could be part
o f t h e f u t u r e o f t h e A r k .

I h o p e t h a t i s o f s o m e h e l p , F r e d , L e t m e r e i t e r a t e S e y m o u r R o s e n
po in t s ; Es tab l i sh i t as a p i ece o f a r t , no t a bu i l d i ng ; Show ne igh
b o r h o o d b e n e fi t s ( m u s i c f e s t i v a l s , l e c t u r e s a n d a r t c l a s s e s ; c o m m u n
i t y ga rden) ; Show tha t i t w i l l no t become a burden to the c i t y ; Po in t
o u t t h a t t h e n a t i o n i s w a t c h i n g .

F e e l f r e e t o c a l l w i t h a n y q u e s t i o n s . I h o p e i f t h e r e i s a n o f f e r o f a
se t t l ement tha t we can ta l k be fo re i t ' s accep ted o r re jec ted .

G o o d l u c k ,

D i d i B a r r e t t
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