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1 1 / 9 / 8 ^

R E : P u e b l o D e c o

D e a r M e r r i l l :

P l e a s e fi n d e n c l o s e d b o t h b l a c k a n d w h i t e p r i n t s a n a s e v e r a l
C i b a c h r o m e p r i n t s ( d u e t o d i f fi c u l t y c o n v e r t i n g t h e s e t o
b & w). My experience has been that black and white negat ives
f o r r e p r o d u c t i o n c a n b e m a d e f r o m t h e C i b a s . A l t h o u g h m v
c o p y r i g h t a p p e a r s o n a l l p r i n t s / y o u ( S t a s i s , t o b e e x a c t )
h a s m y p e r m i s s i o n t o u s e t h e s e p r i n t s f o r t h e P u e b l o D e c o
a r t i c l e a s w e l l a s a n y f u t u r e u s e p r o v i d e d i t i s n o n p r o fi t
a n d a p h o t o c r e d i t a p p e a r s .

I h a v e a l s o x e r o x e d e x c e r i ) t s f r o m t h e b o o k , P u e b l o D e c o : A r t
D e c o A r c h i t e c t u r e i n t h e S o u t h w e s t f o r f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n .
T h e s e e x c e r f ) t s a r e n o t k e y e d t o t h e p r i n t s e n c l o s e d b u t y o u
s h o u l d b e a b l e t o r e l a t e t h e m t o t h e b u i l d i n g s .

T h e p r i n t s a r e : P l a t e 1 , E l R i o T h e a t e r , T r u t h o r C o n s e q u e n c e s , N M ,
c . 1 9 ^ 0 , A r c h i t e c t U n k n o w n

P l a t e Detail from Mountainair^Drug Store,
Mounta ina i re , NM, c . 1940, Arch i tect Unknown

P l a t e P o r t i o n o f s e c o n d fl o o r o f S h a f f e r H o t e l ,
Mountainair̂  NM, 19̂ =̂ 8, Olem "Pop" Shaffer

P l a t e D e t a i l o f f e n c e a t S h a f f e r H o t e l , d e p i c t i n g
S h a f f e r ' s " a n i m a l s "

P l a t e 5 , Portion of inset entrance at Mai/sel*s (now
iMey) Trading Post, Albuquerque, wM, 19i>7»
J o h n G a w M e e m

P l a t e 6 , A l b u q u e r q u e I n d i a n H o s p i t a l , A l b u q u e r q u e ,
wM, 19:54, Hans StaTnm

P l a t e 7 , K i M o T h e a t e r, A l b u q u e r q u e , N M , 1 9 ^ i 8 ,
U a r l B o i l e r

P l a t e
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P l a t e

8 ,

9 ,

W r i g h t ' s T r a d i n g P o s t , A l b u q u e r q u e , W M ,
c . 1 9 ^ 0 , A r c h i t e c t u n k n o w n

D e t a i l o f K i M o T h e a t e r , A l b u q u e r q u e , i M M , 1 9 ^ 8 ,
C a r l B o i l e r
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P a g e ^

The buildings not coverea in our book are the drugstore and
i ! i l R i o T h e a t e r , d u e i n p a r t t o l i t t l e i n r o r m a t i o n , b u t a l s o
t o t h e c o n d i t i o n o ± ' t h e b u i l d i n g s . i ! i l K i o a p p e a r s t o h a v e b e e n
b u i l t a f t e r t h e K i W o i n A l b u q . w h i c h w a s p r o b a b l y t h e i n s p i r a t i o n
f o r m u c h o f t h e P u e b l o u e c o s t y l e i n t h e b W . L i k e t h e K i M o i t
i s b i l a t e r a l l y s y m e t r i c a l ( a s i s a h a f f e r ' s H o t e l , a l s o ) a n d
b e a r s a s t r o n g r e l a t i o n s h i p t o p u e b l o s s u c h a s Ta o s . T h e p a r a p e t
i s i n t h e f o r m o f t h e s t e p p e d p y r a m i d , a d o m i n a n t m o t i f o f t h i s
s t y l e . T h i s m o t i f a l s o a p p e a r s o n t h e d r u g s t o r e . T h e m a t e r i a l s
u s e d i n b o t h i L ' l R i o a n d t h e d r u g s t o r e a r e s t u c c o o v e r c o n c r e t e
b l o c k w i t h g l a i i i e d t i l e d e t a i l s , m l R i o a l s o u s e s b l a c k a n d g r e e n
C a r r a r a g l a s s a b o v e t h e w i n d o v / s . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e e n t r a n c e t o
t h e E l R i o h a s b e e n p a n e l e d i n r o u g h w o o d ? o r o t h e r p a n e l i n g
w i t h A s t r o t u r f c o v e r i n g w h a t o n e c o u l d a s s u m e t o b e a t i l e
fl o o r a t t h e e n t r a n c e .

A f e w i t e m s n o t m e n t i o n e d i n t h e p i e c e a b o u t S h a f f e r H o t e l : T h e
d e t a i l f r o m t h e f e n c e n e x t t o t h e h o t e l i s o f fi g u r e s s e t i n t o
c o n c r e t e . T h e fi g u r e s a r e v a r i o u s s t o n e s a n d r o c k s i n b r i g h t
c o l o r s . T h e s e fi g u r e s w e r e t e r m e d " P o p " S h a f f e r * s " a n i m a l s " a n d
a p p a r e n t l y a t t r a c k e d t o u r i s t s . W h a t i s i n t e r e s t i n g i s t h e
r e s e m b l e n c e o f t h e s e fi g u r e s t o N a t i v e A m e r i c a n p i c t o g r a p h s
e n c o u n t e r e d e v e r y w h e r e i n t h i s r e g i o n . T h e S h a f f e r H o t e l i s
a r e g i s t e r e d h i s t o r i c p r o p r t y d u e t o i t s i m p o r t a n i s e a s a f o l k
e n v i r o n m e n t . I t ' s m y t h e o r y t h a t " P o p " S h a f f e r m u s t h a v e
b e e n i n fl u e n c e d b y t h e K i M o T h e a t e r a n d t h e N a t i v e A m e r i c a n
c u l t u r e s , i n t e r p r e t i n g t h e s e i n fl u e n c e s i n a u n i q u e m a n n e r .

W h i l e i t i s d i f fi c u l t t o c o n c e i v e o f t h e K i M o a s b e i n g t h e
r e s u l t o f f o l k a r c h i t e c t u r e , i t w a s s u r e l y i n l u e n c e d b y v e r n a c u l a r
a r c h i t e c t u a ? e a n d t h e p o p u l a r c u l t u r e g r o w i n g u p a r o u m t o u r i s m
in the 3¥ . I have expanded more on th i s< top i c i n an a r t i c l e
that's coming out this winter or spring ^fe^Pour Winds entitled
" Ind ian Mot i f s as A rch i tec tu ra l Ornament " . Marcus (my coQau tho r
o n P u e b l o D e c o , w h o I w i l l d e s c r i b e l a t e r ) a n d I d i s a g r e e
o v e r t h e a i g i n s o f P u e b l o D e c o . O b v i o u s l y t h e r e i s t h e A r t D e c o
m o v e m e n t e l s e w h e r e , b u t I f e e l t h a t m u c h o f t h e i m p e t u s h e r e
w a s d e r i v e d f r o m t h e v e r n a c u l a r a n d p o p u l a r c u l t u r e r a t h e r t h a n
a n i n t e n t i o n a l s t y l i s t i c m o v e m e n t , c o n s c i o u s l y p e r f o r m e d . S o
tha t wh i l e examp les o f t hese bu i l d i ngs a re nob s t r i c t l y f o l k
a r c h i t e c t u r e , t h e y w e r e fl i 3 ? a . a a n r i b 0 a a l i g n e d i w i t h f o l k a r t t r a d i t i o n s .

Whi le Maise l 's Trad ing Post was des igned by a sophis t icated
^chitect, the murals in the inset entry and on the exterior(^Id be termed a folk contribution, but arising from traditional
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P u e b l o p a i n t i n g ,

I o x ^ i g i n a l l y D e c a m e i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e t o p i c i n 1 9 7 8 a n d b e g a n
b y p h o t o g r a p h i n g a l l o f t h e e x a m p l e s I c o u l d r i n d , o u t n o t
m a k i n g t l i e d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n o t r e a u i l i n e n n . i x J e c o t h e n . 1
p r o b a b l y b e c a m e i n t e r e s t e d t h r o u g h h a v i n g g r o v / n u p i n A l b u q u e r q u e
(my parents took me to the KiMo severa l t imes, but i t c losed
by the t ime I v/as in my teens) and l iv ing later in New England
a n d t h e n r e t u r n i n g t o t h e a W v / i t h a g r e a t e r i n t e r e s t i n
a r c h i t e c t u r e ,

I a s k e d M a r c u s v / h i f f e n , w h o c u r r e n t l y t e a c h e s a r c h i t e c t u r a l
h i s t o r y a t a S U i n Te m p e , A r i z o n a , t o w o r k o n w r i t i n g t h e t e x t
f o r P u e b l o D e c o d u e t o h i s i n t e r e s t i n a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e s .
O n e o r t h e m o s t o u t s t a n d i n g ( a n d a c t u a l l y t h e fi r s t o f i t s
k ind ) books on s t y l i s t i c pe r iods i n the US i s h i s Gu ide to the
s t y l e s p u b l i s h e d b y M I T P r e s s .

The purpose of such a book as Pueblo Deco is primari ly the
p r e s e r v a t i o n o f b u i l d i n g s w h i c h a r e n o w d e t e r i o r a t i n g o r e v e n
disappear ing. The Nat ional Endowment for the Ar ts Design Program
has contr ibuted $15*000 to UNM Press towards the reproduct ion
o f t h e 8 0 c o l o r p l a t e s , f o r t h i s v e r y r e a s o n .

W o r k i n g o n t h i s p r o j e c t w a s o f p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t t o m e b e c a u s e
u n t i l I b e g a n d o c u m e n t a t i o n , f e w p e o p l e h a d e v e n n o t i c e d t h e s e
b u i l d i n g s . N o v / , t h e s t r u c t u r e s w i l l b e p e r c e i v e d v / i t h g r e a t e r
a p p r e c i a t i o n . O n e s a d n o t e , h o w e v e r, i s i t s e e m s t h a t t h e t i n y
glass panels (awkwardly stated, perhaps better is panels composed
o f t i n y g l ass panes , such as i n w r i gh t ' s , bu t se t i n pa t t e rns and
of various colors) in the Shaffer are covered up and perhaps
miss ing; , the in ter ior a lso des igned and executed by Pop Shafferhas defi^ly been tampered with or even removed.
I h o p e t h i s l e t t e r a n d t h e A e r o x e s h a v e b e e n o f s o m e v a l u e t o
you. Do let me know if there is anything further I can clarify.
I t may a l so i n t e res t you t ha t t he pho tog raphs w i l l be exh ib i t ed
a t t h e M u s e u m o f A l b u q u e r q u e a n d t h e n t r a v e l a b o u t t h e U S o v e r
the next two years , commencing in the Fal l o f *83. Am a lso
going to send you an photo in the near future of a fo lk envi ronmentI encountered in Oklahoma (can*t remember the town at the moment)
consisting of a million dolls and Disney figures, etc, set aboutthe yard and fence of a home. If you haven't already, do have
subscrdjlfcion information for Stasis sent to me.
S i n c e r e l y ,

[fV\
C a r l a B r e e ^ i ^ e

PS: The color is off on the d KiMo prints, however, this obviously
w o n ' t a f f e c t b & w r e p r o d i c t i o n .


