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B I O G R A P H Y

1897 On February 26 Annie was born. For much of her life she lived at Buxton (Cape
f^tteras) In the Outer Banks.

ca. 1917? She n^r ried John Hooper, who vas a fisher (ran for his ^ui^ MX life duri ng ttei r
early years of irarhage. Every day while he was fishiny, Annie tri^ to wnte a poem
for him. Eventually John built ami manay^ the Lighthouse Hotel, once he gave up
fi s h i l y.

1949? When she was about 52 (by ter own r^lla^tion) Annie suffered ^me traunntic event
which induced frontal illross. This illness cau^ her to experience amnesia,
b1ffi^kouts,aral heariî  voices. At tte Dorottea Oix Mental Hospital in Raleigh she
apparently underwent e1«;tro-stwck therapy.

1950's Once ste returned to the Outer Banks, she was erawurag^ by ter voices to begi n her
art works. Ste was then in her mid 60's. ^rding to 9x^r f^nley, when she
appr(»ched electrical outlets, she heard voices and angels guiding ter to create figures.
The creation of the% figures were to reveal the more pleasant, life-affirming asp^ t̂s
of Christian story-telliiq. A devout Christian, Anm'e serv^ as Lay Speaker ar^ a
tester of an ffilult class for ter church, duties ste would fulfill for 30 ^rs.

Out of driflwiWHl ami English putty/cen^nt, she created 5,000 Bible story figures. The
figures represented: hundr^ of sl^p, birds, angels; Children of Isrwl; animals from
tte Valley of tte Shadow of Death; tte Exodus from Egypt; Daniel in the Lions' Den; the
Sermon from tte Mount, among other important Christian events. Some of her rooms
were drapoi with tinsel aral artificial flowers, other rooms were ^ crowded with her
Bible figures XM Annie roected a yardstick to reach her light. Iter figures perch»] on
stove burrwrs, hid in corrors, or toldly confronted the artist ai«l viewer. Varyif^ in
size are] weight, a few of the figures weigted more than two tiiros Annie's own weight.

Encouraging visitors Annie presented her works by "animating" them, tolding a figure
in each hand, and providing the narration or dialogic.

1982? ^hn di»l an i nvalid when Annie was about 85 years old.

1985 Tt» i^r^n Society hired a folklorist, CattoriiM Peck (?) to d|»t»i two nwnthd with
Annie. Every figure and scene was carefull y labeled and documented, accompanied by
Annie's ta(» recontei narration.

1986 On Janirary 11 Annie di^ ''after slipping off her w^'ng hng and handing it to ther
gramitteughter'' (see NL ̂  3). She remained a humble ̂ rvant to (ter Creator and a
lovirq wife devoted to her husband's memory.

1988 Annie Hwper's work ami vision were the subjects of tte Itorth Caroli im State
University exhibition aral symposia, "A Blessing from tte Source: the Annie Hooper
B^UKst".

B I B L i f K ; R A P H Y

Manley, Rt^r
1985 "Ten Environments in tte Carolitas". SPACES Newsletter (*2). pp. 6-7*
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1996 "Annie Hooper" (Cover etoru on Annie'g death). SPACES Nevaletter (*3). pp.
1 , 5 *

(♦ - refereiKes in SPACES archives)

E X H I B I T I O I ^
"A Blessif^ from tte Source: the Annie H(»)per Visual Arts Prcqrams, ^torth Carolina
State University, April 23 - Jure 30, 1988 (Roger Manleg served as GiKSt Curator and Moderator
of the Symposia).
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