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North Carolina State University
D i v i s i o n o f S t u d e n t A f f a i r s

Visual Arts Programs
4110 University Student Center

Box 7306 - Raleigh, NC 27695-7306
(919) 737-3503 July 6, 1988

Cynthia Pansing
A s s i s t a n t D i r e c t o r
S PA C E S
1 8 0 4 N o r t h V a n N e s s
Los Angeles, Cal i fornia 90028

Dear Ms. Pansing:

I re tu rned f rom vaca t ion las t week to find your le t te r o f
June 8, so I telephoned to ask i f you st i l l wanted me to
wr i te th is because I was a l ready la te, Seymour sa id yes,
would I please do something very short. So I have and that
i s enc losed . I t doesn* t rea l l y say much excep t to t r y to
g i ve c red i t t o a l l t he peop le t o vA iom c red i t i s due . I f
no th i ng e l se p l ease don ' t f a i l t o use t he c red i t l i nes a t
the top of the essay which basically say who did what and
v^ere the money came from. I don' t want to offend funders,
but then you know how that is.

I telephoned Roger Manley for instal lat ion shots and he was
not able to be of any help. He said there were some but he
was not happy with than and is now in San Francisco and from
there the North Pole. We are doing some f^otography today
but don ' t know i f that can meet your deadl ine, or v^at i t
w i l l look l ike, I had counted on Roger who is a
photographer to shoot his own show.

An^ow thank you for wai t ing and I hope this wi l l meet your
n e e d s . I n e v e r m i n d w r i t i n g s h o r t t h i n g s , i n f a c t , I r a t h e r
l ike the need to focus, but th is exhib i t ion was so amazing
t h a t I t h i n k w r d s h a v e f a i l e d m e .

Come visit us v^en you are in the east.

D i rec to r, V i sua l A r t s P rog rams ,

North Carolina Slate Universiij/ is a land-grant university and a constituent institution of The University of North Carolina.



A Blessing from the Source; The Annie Hooper Bequest.
Visua l Ar ts Programs, Nor th Caro l ina Sta te Un ivers i ty,
Ra le igh, Nor th Caro l ina. Guest Curator, Roger Manley.
Funded by the North Carolina Humanities Comnission and the
National Endowment for the Humanit ies, a federal agency.

This exhibition was the public premier of work by the late
Annie Hooper of Buxton, N. C. Although one scene,
Baelshazzar's Feast, shown in Winston-Salem in 1986 this
exhibition and the fine catalogue essay written by Manley
marks the fi rs t se r ious a t tonp t to p resen t and to exp la in
her ext raord inary accompl ishment . The some 5,000 figures
s h e c r e a t e d a c t e d o u t B i b l i c a l s c e n e s . S i x s u c h s c e n e s w e r e
exhibi ted here wi th 25 j^otographs showing objects arranged
in her house. A short video interview with Hooper was also
a v a i l a b l e t o e x h i b i t i o n v i s i t o r s .

The symposium on visionary art, which opened the exhibit ion
created a context for Hooper 's work and the paral le ls
suggested by the presentat ions of the eight speakers were
i l l umina t ing and ve ry exc i t i ng . Hooper ' s accomp l i shment as
a major visionary of great power seems clear by comparison
w i t h o the r such a r t i s t s . The impo r tance o f v i s i ona ry o r
outsider art was made evident by the talks and avenues of
study sketched out by the various speakers.

Tom Patterson opened with a presentation on Howard Finster.
J o h n D i x o n f o l l o w e d w i t h i d e a s o n t h e o r e t i c a l a n d c r i t i c a l
mater ia l essent ia l to s tudy and Randal l Morr is descr ibed the
d i lemma of dea lers and co l lec tors . Vis ionar ies Adolph
Wolffli, Martin Ramirez, Armand Schulthess, and Henry Darger
were presented by John MacGregor, Gladys Nilson, Genevieve
Roulin, and Samuel Farber respectively. Monika Kinley
conc luded wi th a d iscuss ion o f Engl ish outs iders .

Ihe exh ib i t ion and symposium were s ign ificant a lso for the
at tendance o f 155 reg is t ran ts f rom a l l over the count ry
i n d i c a t e t h e h i g h l e v e l o f i n t e r e s t i n v i s i o n a r y a r t .


