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S a v i n g & P r e s e r v i n g A r t s & C u l t u r a l
E n v i r o n m e n t s ,
1 8 0 4 N o r t h V a n N e s s

L o s A n g e l e s , C a l i f o r n i a 9 0 0 2 8

D e a r E l a i n e W i n t m a n , A s s i s t a n t D i r e c t o r

I n a n s w e r t o y o u r l e t t e r o f M a r c h 2 5 t h , I a m
s e n d i n g s o m e c o p i e s o f l e t t e r s f o r y o u r fi l e o n t h e
K a l e v a H i s t o r i c a l M u s e u m w h i c h y o u s a i d y o u w e r e
o p e n i n g . I h o p e i t i s w h a t y o u w a n t .

I n c l u d e d a r e t h e f o l l o w i n g : a l e t t e r f r o m t h e
M i c h i g a n H i s t o r i c a l C o m m i s s i o n i n f o r m i n g u s o u r
m u s e u m " T h e B o t t l e H o u s e " w a s a c c e p t e d f o r l i s t i n g o n
t h e S t a t e R e g i s t e r o f H i s t o r i c S i t e s ; a c o p y o f t h e
t e x t a s a p p r o v e d f o r o u r m a r k e r ; c o p y o f o u r D e d i c a t i o n
P r o g r a m ; c o p y o f o u r o r i g i n a l l e t t e r t o p o t e n t i a l d o n o r s
f o r p u r c h a s i n g t h e B o t t l e H o u s e ? a c o p y o f t h e s e c o n d
l e t t e r t o t h o s e w h o m a d e p l e d g e s ; a p r o g r e s s r e p o r t a f t e r
w e a c q u i r e d t h e b u i l d i n g .

I h o p e t h i s i s o f i n t e r e s t a n d t h e k i n d o f - t h i n g
y o u w a n t .

I h a v e t a l k e d t o t h e M i c h i g a n H i s t o r y D i v i s i o n
a n d a m i n t h e p r o c e s s o f a p p l y i n g f o r N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r
s t a t u s .

T h a n k y o u f o r y o u r i n t e r e s t a n d i f y o u t h i n k I c a n
b e o f a n y f u r t h e r h e l p l e t m e k n o w .

R e s p e c t f u l l y y o u r s ,

V e l m a R . B i g e l o w ( M r s . ) S e c r e t a r y
T H E K A L E V A H I S T O R I C A L S O C I E T Y , I N C



M I C H I G A N H I S T O R Y D I V I S I O N

M I C H I G A N H I S T O R I C A L C O M M I S S I O N
D E P A R T M E N T O F S T A T E

R I C H A R D H . A U S T I N
L A N S I N G , 4 8 9 1 8

S E C R E TA R Y O F S TAT E

J o h n C o l l i n s M a r s h a l l
P r e s i d e n t

W i i l a r d W i c k e r s H o l l a n d
V i c e P r e s i d e n t

Elizabeth Adams Drayton Plains
A l e x i s P r a u s K a l a m a z o o

Charles V. Hagler Ypsilanti
Jerry D. Roe Lansing

GOV. WILLIAM G. MILLIKEN Lansing
Ex-Ojficio

January 21, 1982

P r e s i d e n t a n d M e m b e r s
The Kaleva Historical Society
SW co rne r o f Wuoks i Ave . and Kauko S t .
Ka leva , M I . 49645

Dear Sir/Madam;

The Michigan Historical Commission is pleased to inform you that the
John J. Makinen, Sr. House - "The Bottle House" (The Kaleva Historical
Museum), Kaleva, Manistee County, has been listed in the State Regi
s t e r o f H i s t o r i c S i t e s .

The Commission has judged the site to be historically and/or archi
tectural ly significant and l isted i t as a type A, protected si te.

The State Register was established by Act 10 of the Public Acts of
1955 to recognize historic sites in Michigan. This designation also
enables the purchase and display of an official state marker pending
approval of the text by the Michigan Historical Commission.

Sincerely,

Martha M. Bigelow, Director
Michigan History Division
and Execut ive Secretary
Michigan Historical Coiranission

MMB/sl

M H - 8 8 1



post marker
1 1/2" caption
1 " t e x t
K a l e v a
Manistee County

I K E B O T T L E
HOUSE

1 John J Makinen, Sr.,

2 (1871-1942) bu i l t th is house

3 out of over 60,000 pop

4 bottles, most of which came

5 f rom h is bus iness, the

6 Northwestern Bott l ing Works.

7 T h e b o t t l e s w e r e l a i d o n

8 t h e i r s i d e s w i t h t h e b o t t o m

9 e n d s t o t h e e x t e r i o r . A

10 native of Finland, Makinen

1 1 m o v e d t o t h e a r e a i n 1 9 0 3 .

12 He completed the house in

1 3 1 9 4 1 b u t d i e d b e f o r e h i s

14 fami l y moved in to i t . I n

15 1980 the building was

16 purchased by the Kaleva

17 His tor ica l Soc ie ty, wh ich

1 8 r e n o v a t e d i t t o h o u s e t h e

1 9 K a l e v a H i s t o r i c a l M u s e u m .

Michigan History Division, Department of State
Registered Local Site No.

Property of the State of Michigan
1 9 8 3



^alptta Mtatnriral i'oriPty, 3nr.
iKalfua. ffltrljirjan 40B45

P r e s i d e n t - E v a D e n s m o r e
V i c e P r e s i d e n t - H a r o l d B i g e l o w
T r e a s u r e r - L e m p i A h l s k o g
S e c r e t a r y - Ve l m a B i g e l o w
T r u s t e e s - M . A , G u s t a f s o n

M a t t H a k a l a
H a r o l d B i g e l o w
R o b e r t G r a n t
M a r t h a L e h t o
J a c k L u h t a n e n

T h e K a l e v a H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y a n d t h e p e o p l e o f t h e a r e a
h a v e a o n c e - i n - a - l i f e t i m e o p p o r t u n i t y t o h a v e t h e n a m e o f
K a l e v a r e c o g n i z e d a n d r e m e m b e r e d f o r o u r h i s t o r y a n d o u r
par t i n the deve lopment o f a pe rmanen t home fo r the many
a r t i f a c t s a l r e a d y d o n a t e d t o t h e m u s e u m .

T h e r e i s a f a m o u s h o u s e i n K a l e v a b u i l t o f b o t t l e s b y t h e
l a t e J o h n J . M a k i n e n w h o o p e r a t e d t h e N o r t h w e s t e r n B o t t l i n g
Wo r k s , H e u s e d 6 0 , 0 0 0 p o p b o t t l e s t o f o r m t h e o u t e r w a l l s ;
c o l o r e d b o t t l e s f o r m e d t h e d e s i g n s i n t h e w a l l s a n d t o t h i s
day no one has ever found out what type o f mor tar was used
t o h o l d r o u n d b o t t l e s i n p e r f e c t s y m m e t r y .

T h e " B o t t l e H o u s e " h a s r e c e i v e d n a t i o n a l p u b l i c i t y i n
"Bel ieve-I t -Or-Not, Ripley" and has been photographed by
t h o u s a n d s o f p e o p l e , s o m e f r o m a s f a r a w a y a s J a p a n .

T h e K a l e v a H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y n o w h a s t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o
acquire the "Bott le House" and to preserve this famous old
h o m e a s a n H i s t o r i c a l L a n d m a r k a n d a l s o u s e i t a s a m u s e u m
f o r t h e K a l e v a a r e a . W e r e a l i z e t h a t w i t h o u t t h e h e l p o f
e v e r y o n e i n t h e c o m m u n i t y t h e p r o j e c t t o p u r c h a s e a n d
r e n o v a t e t h e " B o t t l e H o u s e " w i l l b e i m p o s s i b l e .

We n e e d y o u r p l e d g e o r d o n a t i o n . E n c l o s e d i s a p l e d g e c a r d
for your convenience; please pledge what you can and return
to Treasurer Lempi Ahlskog, Kaleva, Michigan 49645 by the
d a t e o f O c t o b e r 3 0 , 1 9 7 9 .

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

T h e K a l e v a H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y , I n c
K a l e v a , M i c h i g a n 4 9 6 4 5



Kalp tm l ^ iB tn r t ra l J t t r.
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A p r i l 1 4 , 1 9 8 0

D e a r D o n o r :

The Kaleva Histor ical Society 's at tempt to have Kaleva
r e c o g n i z e d a n d r e m e m b e r e d f o r i t s h i s t o r y, a n d o u r p a r t
in the development of a permanent home for the many
a r t i f a c t s a l r e a d y d o n a t e d t o t h e m u s e u m , i s s t i l l v e r y
m u c h a l i v e .

O u r fi r s t e f f o r t s t o r a i s e f u n d s b r o u g h t i n p l e d g e s a n d
donations of #8,340, not enough to purchase the famous
o l d J o h n J . M a k i n e n " B o t t l e H o u s e " t h e n o f f e r e d f o r
520,000, p lus renovat ion costs .

A f t e r l o n g d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h t h e M a k i n e n f a m i l y, w h o a l s o
w i s h t h e " B o t t l e H o u s e " t o b e c o m e o u r m u c h n e e d e d m u s e u m
a n d t o r e m a i n a s a m e m o r i a l t o J o h n J . M a k i n e n , t h e
f a m i l y h a s a g r e e d t o r e d u c e t h e p r i c e t o $ 1 2 , 0 0 0 p l u s
c l o s i n g c o s t s . W e w i l l s t i l l n e e d r e n o v a t i o n m o n e y o f
a t l e a s t $ 3 , 0 0 0 , m a k i n g a t o t a l o f 5 , 0 0 0 . T h e a m o u n t
s t i l l n e e d e d t o e n a b l e t h e K a l e v a H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y t o
purchase the "Bot t le House" i s approx imate ly }6 ,600 . Th is
i s a n o f f e r w e j u s t c a n n o t s a y n o t o , s o w e m u s t k e e p o n
t r y i n g .

T h i s l e t t e r i s t o r e q u e s t t h a t y o u s e n d y o u r p l e d g e d
d o n a t i o n n o w. I f y o u w o u l d l i k e t o i n c r e a s e y o u r p l e d g e
i t w o u l d b e g r e a t l y a p p r e c i a t e d . I f y o u h a v e n o t m a d e a
d o n a t i o n , d o s o n o w a n d s e n d i t t o :

L e m p i A h l s k o g , T r e a s u r e r
T h e K a l e v a H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y , I n c .
K a l e v a , M i c h i g a n 4 9 6 4 5

Yo u r d o n a t i o n t o t h i s v e r y w o r t h y c a u s e i s t a x d e d u c t i b l e ,
a n d i t i s a l s o t h e i n t e n t i o n o f t h e K a l e v a H i s t o r i c a l
S o c i e t y t o i n s t a l l a p l a q u e i n t h e B o t t l e H o u s e M u s e u m w i t h
t h e n a m e s o f d o n o r s w h o m a d e t h i s d r e a m a r e a l i t y .

We w i s h y o u t o k n o w t h a t w e a p p r e c i a t e y o u r h e l p i n t h e
p a s t a n d h o p e y o u w i l l c o n t i n u e y o u r i n t e r e s t i n t h e f u t u r e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

E v a D e n s m o r e , P r e s i d e n t
THE KALEVA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC.

ED/vrb
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THE KALEVA HISTORICAL SOCIETY wishes to make a progress report on

the status of the Kaleva Museum Bui lding (Bott le House) to-the

commuml t y and espec ia l l y t o t hose who so gene rous l y dona ted f unds

t o a c q u i r e a n d r e n o v a t e i t .

T h e v e r y fi r s t t h i n g d o n e w a s t h e i n s t a l l a t i o n o f a n e w r o o f . T h e

o ld shed was to rn down and rep laced by a new 14* x 14* add i t i on .

V i n y l s i d i n g w a s i n s t a l l e d o v e r a l l . E x t e n s i v e o u t s i d e y a r d w o r k

was done. The basement walls have one coat of white water-proof

p a i n t a n d t h e f u r n a c e h a s b e e n p u t i n g o o d w o r k i n g c o n d i t i o n . T h e

k i t c h e n , f r o n t p o r c h , fi v e b e d r o o m s a n d t h e u p s t a i r s h a l l h a v e n e w

w h i t e c e i l i n g t i l e . F o u r b e d r o o m s , t h e p o r c h a n d k i t c h e n w a l l s h a v e

a l l b e e n p a n e l e d ; o n e b e d r o o m w i l l b e p a p e r e d a t a l a t e r d a t e . T h e

bathroom, living room and dining room have been given two coats of

paint . Al l woodwork has been painted, some receiv ing two coats.

We were ve ry f o r tuna te because CETA labo r was made ava i l ab le t o us ,

t h u s w e w e r e a b l e t o d o a g r e a t d e a l m o r e t h a n a n t i c i p a t e d b e c a u s e

o u r f u n d s c o u l d b e u s e d e n t i r e l y f o r m a t e r i a l .

All museum possessions have been moved to the new bui3,ding and work

i s p r o g r e s s i n g t o g e t t h e m u s e u m i n o r d e r. T h e K a l e v a Wo m a n ' s C l u b

members have vo ted to n rake the museum the i r C iv i c Improvement Pro jec t

(CIP) so they w i l l be work ing c lose ly w i th the Ka leva H is tor ica l

S o c i e t y t o c o m p l e t e t h e j o b .

(January 19, 1981)


