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C a t a r a c t , W i s c o n s i n

Koh le r Founda t ion , I nc . w i l l be g i f t i ng the res to red Pau l
and Matilda Wegner Grotto near the community of Cataract,
Wisconsin to Monroe County for use as a histor ic grassroots
a r t s i t e o n S e p t e m b e r 2 , 1 9 8 7 .

The Monroe County publ ic ce lebrat ion dedicat ing the s i te is
p lanned to begin at 2 :00 p.m. at the s i te - just two mi les
southwest of Cataract on Highway 71.

The Paul and Mati lda Wegner Grotto is a fantastic environment
o f concre te scu lp tu re decora ted w i th thousands o f co lo r fu l
g lass shards. The Wegners began bui ld ing thei r Grot to around
their farm home after their retirement in 1929. Developed
over severa l years, the scu lp ture env i ronment s lowly grew to
include a fanciful American flag, a giant reproduction of the
Wegners* fi f t i e th ann ive rsa ry cake , and a concre te facs im i le
o f t h e B r e m e n , a c e l e b r a t e d o c e a n l i n e r o f t h e 1 9 3 0 s . O t h e r
c o n s t r u c t i o n s w e r e r e l i g i o u s i n n a t u r e . T h e m a g n i fi c i e n t

Prayer Garden, Glass Church, and Peace Monument once served
as places for quiet reflection, public preaching, and community
g a t h e r i n g s .

Nei ther Paul nor Mat i lda Wegner received any formal t ra in ing
in art. Their imaginative Grotto arose from a powerful personal
v is ion ou ts ide the academic t rad i t ions o f fine a r t and beyond
the e thn ic o r commun i t y t rad i t i ons o f fo l k a r t . The Wegner
Gro t to and o the r c rea t i ons by se l f - t augh t a r t i s t s f rom th rough
o u t t h e s t a t e a r e p a r t o f W i s c o n s i n ' s c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e . T h e
Wegners ' ex t rao rd ina ry v i s ion p romises to insp i re the imag ina t ion
o f m a n y g e n e r a t i o n s t o c o m e .

The Wegner Grotto, known locally as The Glass Church, was owned
by the Wegner fami ly unt i l purchased by Kohler Foundat ion, Inc.
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in 1986 as part of its commitment to the documentation and
preservation of significant outsider art environments and
f o l k a r c h i t e c t u r e . R e s t o r a t i o n , f u n d e d b y t h e F o u n d a t i o n ,
i n c l u d e d e x t e n s i v e s t r u c t u r a l s t a b i l i z a t i o n a n d s u r f a c e r e p a i r
of the sculptures as well as landscape clearing to re-establish
t h e e n v i r o n m e n t .

The restoration project was completed under the direction of
Koh le r Founda t ion , I nc . P rese rva t i on Commi t tee . P ro jec t
conti^ctor was Spin City Restoration of Neshkoro, Wisconsin
a n d C h i c a g o , I l l i n o i s .

The Monroe County Board of Supervisors and the Monroe County
Local History Room will begin the public celebration at the
site with a 2:00 p.m. program dedicating the newly restored
Wegner Grotto as a historic grassroots art site. The
presentation of the Deed by Kohler Foundation, Inc. to Monroe
County will take place during the program.

Refreshments will be served from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. and a
reception will follow the program.

Fo r add i t i ona l i n fo rma t i on p lease con tac t :

Koh le r Foundat ion , Inc . , Koh le r, WI
(414 ) 458 -1972
Eleanor A. Jung, Execut ive D i rec tor

o r ,

Carolyn Habelman, Chairperson, Monroe County Local History
R o o m B o a r d o f T r u s t e e s

(608 ) 378 -4388
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