
]ohn mediCA's
castles & QaR6en

1900 John Medica was born 6 Apr i l In Austr ia (now Yugoslav ia) in to
a p o o r f a r m i n g f a m i l y ,

1 9 2 2 J o h n M e d i c a m i g r a t e d t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . H e w o r k e d a s a
l o g g e r i n E u r e k a i n N o r t h e r n C a l i f o r n i a a n d O r e g o n ,

1943 John Medica bought 103 acres of land in Sonoma County,

" I go t 5 , 000 ch i ckens w i t hou t a n i c ke l . I go t a l l t he f eed w i t hou t
a n i c k e l . E v e r y o n e l i k e d m e , "

1955 Medica began his garden, bui ld ing walkways, br idges and wel ls
o f m a s o n r y a n d r o c k w o r k ; h e w a s s e l f t a u g h t i n b o t h s k i l l s .
H i s m a t e r i a l s w e r e d i s c a r d e d c h i p r o c k o b t a i n e d f r o m a n e a r b y
q u a r r y ,

" J u s t t w o h a n d s o r a n i r o n b a r t o m o v e a r o c k a n i n c h a t a t i m e , "

1 9 6 7 J o h n c o m p l e t e d c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e m a j o r p o r t i o n o f h i s w o r k ,

"People hear by word of mouth, 35 to 50 people a day came in the
s u m m e r , "

1 9 7 6 J o h n ' s w o r k w a s i n c l u d e d i n t h e e x h i b i t i o n I n C e l e b r a t i o n o f
O u r s e l v e s , c u r a t e d b y S e y m o u r R o s e n , a t t h e S a n F r a n c i s c o
M u s e u m o f M o d e r n A r t . J o h n ' s w o r k w a s a l s o i n c l u d e d i n t h e
book o f the same name, wh ich was pub l i shed in 1979.

" I i n v e n t e d e v e r y t h i n g , . . . . n o p i c t u r e s . I t w a s a l l m y
i m a g i n a t i o n . "

1 9 8 5 T h e M e d i c a s i t e w a s n o m i n a t e d f o r i n c l u s i o n i n C a l i f o r n i a
R e g i s t e r e d H i s t o r i c a l L a n d m a r k N o . 9 3 9 Tw e n t i e t h C e n t u r y
F o l k A r t E n v i r o n m e n t s i n C a l i f o r n i a ( t h e m a t i c ) .

1 9 8 6 T h e n o m i n a t i o n w a s s u c c e s s f u l , a n d J o h n M e d i c a * s C a s t l e s a n d
G a r d e n w a s g i v e n C a l i f o r n i a L a n d m a r k s t a t u s . 1 9 8 7 - P l a q u e
s t a t u s w a s a w a r d e d .

"You have to work many years. I f you don't start , then when you
a r e 6 0 , 7 0 , 8 0 l i k e m e y o u d o n ' t h a v e a n y t h i n g t o s h o w f o r
i t . I t ' s p r e t t y g o o d f o r o n e m a n , h u h ? "

1 9 8 7 B o a r d o f S u p e r v i s o r s - S o n o m a C o u n t y - p a s s r e s o l u t i o n
r e c o g n i z i n g J o h n M e d i c a ' s C a s t l e s a n d G a r d e n a s a S o n o m a
C o u n t y f o l k a r t l a n d m a r k .

" I never be l ieved a l l th^se beaut i fu l th ings cou ld ever happen to
m e ! "


