
C H I C A G O O F F I C E

S E j t ^ R S T O W E R , S U I T E 6 9 0 0

C H I C A G O , I L L I N O I S 6 0 6 0 6
T E L E P H O N E ( 3 1 2 ) B 7 S - 7 7 0 0

T E L E C O P I E R ( 3 1 2 ) 9 9 3 - 9 7 6 7

N E W P O R T B E A C H O F F I C E

6 6 0 N E W P O R T C E N T E R D R I V E , S U I T E l A O O

N E W P O R T B E A C H , C A L I F O R N I A 9 2 e e O - 6 4 l 5

T E L E P H O N E ( 7 1 * ) 7 5 2 - 9 I O O

T E L E C O P I E R ( 7 1 4 ) 7 5 9 - 8 S 9 I

N E W Y O R K O F F I C E

8 3 " " A T T H I R D , S U I T E l O O O

a 0 5 T H I R D A V E N U E

N E W Y O R K . N E W Y O R K 1 0 0 2 2 - ^ 0 2

T E L E P H O N E ( 2 1 2 ) 9 0 6 - I 2 0 0

T E L E C O P I E R ( 2 1 2 ) 7 S I - A B S 4

L A T H A M 6 c W A T K I N S
A T T O R N E Y S A T L A W

5 S 5 S O U T H F L O W E R S T R E E T

L O S A N G E L E S . C A L I F O R N I A 9 0 0 7 l - 2 4 € 6

T E L E P H O N E ( 2 1 3 ) 4 - S 5 - I 2 3 4

T E L E C O P I E R ( 2 1 3 ) e i A - S 7 6 3

T L X 5 9 0 7 7 3

E L N 6 2 7 9 3 2 6 8

C A B L E A D D R E S S L A T H W A T

S e p t e m b e r , 1 9 8 6

P A U L R . W A T K I N S ( i a S 9 - l 9 7 3 )
D A N A I ^ T H A M ( 1 8 9 8 - 1 9 7 4 )

S A N D I E G O O F F I C E

7 0 I " B " S T R E E T , S U I T E 2 I O O

S A N D I E G O , C A L I F O R N I A 9 2 I O I - B I 9 7

T E L E P H O N E ( 6 1 9 ) 2 3 6 - 1 2 3 4

T E L E C O P I E R ( 6 1 9 ) 6 9 6 - 8 2 6 1

W A S H I N G T O N , D . C . O F F I C E

W A S H I N G T O N , D . C . 2 0 0 3 6 - I S 9 4

T E L E P H O N E ( 2 0 2 ) B 2 B - 4 4 0 0

T E L E C O P I E R ( 2 0 2 ) 8 2 0 - 4 4 1 5

M a u r i c e F r e d e r i c k s , E s q .
6 9 5 0 C o m m e r c e B o u l e v a r d
R o h n e r t P a r k , C a l i f o r n i a 9 A 9 2 8

R e : J o h n M e d i c a * s R o c k C a s t l e

D e a r M r . F r e d e r i c k s :

I a m a n a t t o r n e y i n L o s A n g e l e s t h a t h a s d o n e w o r k
f r o m t i m e t o t i m e f o r S a v i n g a n d P r e s e r v i n g A r t s a n d
C u l t u r a l E n v i r o n m e n t s ( " S PA C E S " ) , a c h a r i t a b l e o r g a n i z a t i o n
i n v o l v e d i n t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n o f h i s t o r i c s i t e s l i k e J o h n
M e d i c a ' s R o c k C a s t l e .

As Seymour Rosen of SPACES has described to you
prev ious l y, SPACES has made , and con t inues to make , a
s u b s t a n t i a l c o m m i t m e n t t o t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n o f f o l k a r t
e n v i r o n m e n t s l i k e M r . M e d i c a ' s R o c k C a s t l e a n d w o u l d l i k e t o
a s s i s t M r . M e d i c a i n p r e s e r v i n g R o c k C a s t l e a s a p e r p e t u a l
m o n u m e n t t o h i s h a r d w o r k a n d a r t i s t i c c r e a t i v i t y .

Yo u m i g h t r e c a l l t h a t a p p r o x i m a t e l y fi v e m o n t h s
a g o I t a l k e d t o y o u b y t e l e p h o n e c o n c e r n i n g t h e w a y s i n
w h i c h J o h n M e d i c a m i g h t a c c o m p l i s h t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n o f h i s
R o c k C a s t l e w h i l e r e t a i n i n g t h e r e m a i n d e r o f h i s p r o p e r t y
f o r h i s o w n b e n e fi t a n d t h e b e n e fi t o f h i s h e i r s . A l t h o u g h
i t w a s m y u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t y o u w o u l d c o n t a c t m e t o d i s c u s s
t h i s m a t t e r i n m o r e d e t a i l , b e c a u s e I h a d n o t h e a r d f r o m y o u
s i n c e t h a t t i m e , I t h o u g h t i t m i g h t h e l p i f I s u m m a r i z e d
w h a t h a s t r a n s p i r e d t o d a t e .

Seymour Rosen has ta lked to Mr. Med ica and
u n d e r s t a n d s t h a t M r. M e d i c a i s i n c o m p l e t e a g r e e m e n t w i t h
S PA C E S t h a t h i s R o c k C a s t l e s h o u l d b e p r e s e r v e d . H o w e v e r,
M r . M e d i c a h a s i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n e f f o r t m u s t
n o t b i n d h i m t o a n a g r e e m e n t t h a t m i g h t h a v e t h e e f f e c t o f
c a u s i n g h i m t o h a v e t o m o v e f r o m h i s l a n d o r o f p r e v e n t i n g
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him f rom real iz ing any economic benefits f rom the property
he m igh t des i r e t o r ea l i ze du r i ng h i s l i f e t ime .

A number o f t h i ngs we re d i scussed i n my
conversation with you a few months ago, but the idea to
which you seemed to think Mr. Medica might be most
recept ive , and which i t wou ld appear is cons is tent w i th
M r . M e d i c a ' s g o a l s , i n v o l v e d h a v i n g M r . M e d i c a c r e a t e a
negat ive easement in favor o f a char i tab le organ iza t ion to
take effect upon his death for the purpose of prevent ing the
Rock Cast le f rom being demol ished or changed. In addi t ion,
to protect the Rock Cast le f rom deter iorat ion, the easement
document could require the owner of the easement to maintain
the Rock Cast le in substant ia l ly the same condi t ion that
e x i s t s w h e n i t t a k e s e f f e c t a s a c o n d i t i o n t o t h e r i g h t o f
the preservat ion organizat ion to enforce the easement .
Finally, the easement document would need to contain a grant
of such access r ights as wi l l be necessary to permit the
R o c k C a s t l e t o b e e x h i b i t e d t o t h e p u b l i c .

Please give me a cal l to permit us to discuss this
m a t t e r f u r t h e r .

S i n c e r e l y ,

J o h n B . S h e r r e l l
o f L A T H A M & W A T K I N S

c c : M r . J o h n M e d i c a
M r . S e y m o u r R o s e n
Ms . Sandy E lde r

C a l i f o r n i a S t a t e O f fi c e o f H i s t o r i c P e r s e r v a t i o n
M r . J o h n M e r r i t t

C a l i f o r n i a P r e s e r v a t i o n F o u n d a t i o n
M s . S u s a n R i c h t e r

Sonoma County Ar ts Counc i l
Mr. Dayton Lummis

Sonoma Coun ty Museum
M s . S u z a n n e P a l m e r


