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California - Emanuelle "Litto" Damonte - Litto's Hubcap Ranch
B I O G R A P H Y
1892 February 2, bom in Arenzano, near Genoa, Italy

Helped father do marble and mosaic (terrazo) floors. Wanted to be a priest.

1907/ Moved to U.S. with his mother and sister. The boat took 16 days to New York or 1911
followed by a 6 day train ride to San Francisco, Ferry Building.l920's-40's Worked as
a cemen t con t rac to r i n San F ranc i sco

1942 Litto retired. He hated paying taxes and so moved to Pope valley where there was no
taxation. He started to build on his property.

1943 Litto started his collection of hubcaps. He constructed a barrier of cement, old tires, rock
posts and hubcaps to prevent motorists from turning around in his driveway and scattered
gravel hauled from the local quarry. Later neighbors began bringing him their unwanted
trash. He built wishing wells and bird houses. Washing machines and toilets were
incorporated in his environment.

1954 Lit to's wife, El izabeth, died.

1957 Starrted to hang hubcaps (according to Sn\ithsonian Magazine article. Check)

1976/77 In exhibition "In Olebration of Ourselves" San Frandsco Museum of Modem Art
curated & photographed by Seymour Rosen

1981 May. Hubcap Ranch was nominated as California Registered Historical Landmark #939.

1984 3,000 hubcaps (estimate) (source unknown check)

1985 Hubcap Ranch was allocated a plaque by the State Historical resources Commission.

Litto has 3 sons and 4 daughters; 24/25 grandchildren and 25 great grandchildren.

Litto has been on Bay Area TV Stations 3,4,5 and 7.
a d d p l a q u e d e d i c a t i o n
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1976/77 'In Celebration of Ourselves" San Francisco Museum of Modem Art
curated & photographed by Seymour Rosen
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E X H I B I T I O N S
1976 " In Ce lebra t ion o f Ourse lves" . San Franc isco Museum o f Modem Ar t .

?? "Dreambuilders". Chevron Gallery, San Francisco.
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