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EUREKA, CA — The Rojnano Gabriel Wuo*Jcn liculpLui'c Clarden, northern _Calirorriia's

co lo r fu l example o f in te rnat iona l ly known fo lk a r t , i s be ing i - f t£ ) ta l l cd in a newly-

c o n s t r u c t e d p e r m a n e n t h o m e a t 3 1 ! 3 f ' e c o n d R t r e e t , E u r e k a , t o b e d e d i c a t e d a t n o o n ,

S a t u r d a y , A p r i l 3 .

C r e a t e d o v e r a p e r i o d o f t h i r t y y e a r s b y t h e l a t e R o n i ' i v . i o G a b r i e l , t h e d e n

h a d i t s o r i g i n i n d e c o r a t i v e fl o w e r s a n d fi ^ j u r e s m a d e o f w o o d w h i c h G a b r i e l p a i n t e d

b r i gh t co lo rs and "p lan ted " i n f r on t o f h i s house . ' As h i s ab i l i t y and en thus iasm

i n c r e a s e d , t h e fi g u r e s b e c a m e a f a n t a s t i c f o r e s t , w i t h t r e e s a n d t o w e r s g r o w i n g t o

a h e i g h t o f t h i r t y f e e t ; s o m e w e r e c o m p l e x s t r u c t u r e s m o v i n g a n d t u r n i n g i n t h e

w i n d . F i g u r e s o f p e o p l e a p p e a r e d i n p r o f u s i o n , m a n y i n e x o t i c c o s t u m e , i n c l u d i n g

c a r i c a t u r e s o f c e l e b r i t i e s a n d f r i e n d s , w i t h c o m m e n t a r i e s o n p o l i t i c s a n d r e l i g i o n .

To d a y, t h e g a r d e n h a s b e c o m e f a j n o u s t h r o u g h m o r e t h a n a d o z e n p u b l i c a t i o n s o n f o l k

a r t a n d a r c h i t e c t u r e . S e l e c t i o n s f r o m t h e f ^ a r d e n h a v e b e e n i n c l u d e d i n e x h i b i t i o n s

a t t h e S a n F r a n c i s c o M u s e u m o f M o d e r n A r t , * A n / - ; e l e s M u n i c i p a l A r t G a l l e r y , M a s s a

c h u s e t t s I n s t i t u t e o f Te c h n o l o g y , a n d e l s e w h e r e . A t r a v e l l i n g e x h i b i t i o n s p o n s o r e d

b y t h e U . S . S t a t e D e p a r t m e n t i n c l u d e d fi v e p i e c e s f r o m t h e g a r d e n i n a t o u r o f

^ Eastern European countr ies in 1979/80.
T h e g a r d e n h a s b e e n r e c o g n i z e d i n r e c e n t y e a r s f o r i t s i m p o r t a n c e a s a w o r k o f

f o l k a r t b y t h e C a l i f o r n i a A r t s C o u n c i l , b y t h e C o m m i t t e e f o r t h e P r e s e r v a t i o n o f

A r t o f t h e C o l l e g e A r t A s s o c i a t i o n o f A m e r i c a , a n d w a s d e s i g n a t e d a s a s t r u c t u r e

o f n a t i o n a l s i g n i fi c a n c e i n t h e K u r e k a H e r i t a g e s o c i e t y ' s s u r v e y ' d o n e i n c o o p e r a t i o n

w i t h t h e N a t i o n a l T r u s t f o r H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n .

A c a r p e n t e r w h o e m i g r a t e d f r o m I t a l y i n 1 9 1 3 , G a b r i e l b u i l t t h e g a r d e n c h i e fl y

f r o m s c r a p l u m b e r a n d g r o c e r y s t o r e c r a t ^ - - A " , h i s d e a t h i n 1 9 T 7 , h i s h o u s e w a s

v a c a n t a n d t h e g a r d e n , s u b j e c t t o r a p i d d e t e r i o r a t i o n f r o m w i n d a n d w e a t h e ^ w a s

in d isrepai r. To prevent fur ther damage f rom vandal ism and neglect , Ray and Dolores

Ve l l u t i n i o f E u r e k a p u r c h a s e d t h ^ g a r d e n f r o m G a b r i e l ' s e s t a t e . A f t e r a r e f u l
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cons iderat ion, the dec is ion was made to move i t to a protected s i te . Th is was
by \J J.

followed "by ten months of renovation and restoration of the garden to an approxi-

mat ion of i ts or ig inal appearance. The garden was then donated to the Eureka

H e r i t a g e S o c i e t y, a l o c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n f o r h i s t o r i c p r e s e r v a t i o n .

The Society undertook tlie formidable task ol' raising funds to build a struc

ture to house the garden in an area where it could be shared by everyone. The

City of Eureka provided financial support, and made available a city-owned lot in

the O ld Town d is t r i c t . The Humbo ld t Area Foundat ion , a nor thern Ca l i fo rn ia

philanthropic organization, contributed a total of jHOQ. Perhaps the most grati

fying support came from people of the local community whc contributed money and

held a variety of benefit programs, includiî |̂ a "telethon" with the aid of a local
television station. Nearly ^100,000 was raised; a final grant from ±he James Irvine

A .

Foundation of San Francisco provided an endowment for the care of the garden and

i t s p e r m a n e n t s t r u c t u r e .

The building was designed by the architectural firm of Trump and Sauble of

Eureka; the installation of the garden was supervised by Ted Cohen, exhibition

designer at the OaJk- land Museum.

The dedication program will include tributes to Romano Gabriel, and to the

many contributors of time, labor, and money who made th^ project a success. The

garden wi l l be on exh ib i t ion da i ly a t no charge.

Arrangements for the garden's preservation are handled by the Romano Gabriel

Foundation, Box 135^» Eureka, CA 95501.

A r t i c l e b y Te d W i m m e r .
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