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D e a r C l a u d i a :

1 a m e n c l o s i n g a n o m i n a t i o n f o r m t o n o m i n a t e M i s s o u r i f o l k a r t i s t
J e s s e H o w a r d f o r o n e o f t h e M i s s o u r i A r t s A w a r d s .

I t h a d o c c u r r e d t o m e i n t h e p a s t , t h a t t h e g r a p h i c w o r k o f t h i s
F u l t o n a r t i s t i s r e c o g n i z e d m o r e f u l l y b e y o n d M i s s o u r i ' s b o r d e r s t h a n
w i th in th is s ta te . H is work was inc luded in the impor tan t *Na ives and
Visionaries' exhibition at the Walker Art Center in Minneapolis in 1975
and the 'Ar t From the People ' sect ion o f an exh ib i t ion o f Amer ican ar t
c i rculated abroad by the Internat ional Communicat ion Agency in 1979.
His work has been featured in many important ar t ic les and books, including
Gregg Blasdel l 's The Grass Roots Ar t is t . Ar t in Amer ica, Sept /Oct 1968;
R o n C a r r a h a r ' s A r t i s t s i n S p i t e o f A r t ; a n d R i c h a r d R h o d e s * T n e I n l a n d
G r o u n d .

I n s i d e M i s s o u r i , s e v e r a l i n s t i t u t i o n s h a v e t a k e n a s e r i o u s i n t e r e s t
i n Jesse ' s l i f e and work . I n the ea r l y 1970 's , t he Kansas C i t y A r t I n
s t i t u t e p u r c h a s e d s o m e 9 3 w o r k s b y t h e a r t i s t f o r i t s p e r m a n e n t c o l l e c t i o n
( i t w a s t h e s e w o r k s w h i c h f o r m e d t h e b a s i s f o r t h e U o v / a r d s e c t i o n o f t h e
N a i v e s a n d V i s i o n a r i e s e x h i b i t i o n ) , a n d g a v e h i m a o n e - m a n s h o w i n t h e
college's Kemper Gallery in 1977. The University of Missouri-Columbia
h a s i n c l u d e d h i s w o r k i n t w o r e c e n t e x h i b i t i o n s : M i s s o u r i F o l k - T h e i r
Creat ive Images (1982); and a one-man exhibi t ion in the Art Department 's
gal lery (1983), which was accompanied by a smal l book ent i t led Missouri
A r t i s t J e s s e H o w a r d , e d i t e d b y H o w a r d W. M a r s h a l l .

Jesse Howard 's comple te devot ion to h is persona l v is ion , reflec t ing a
h i g h l y p e r s o n a l v i e w o f t h e w o r l d , h a s r e s u l t e d i n a m a g n i fi c e n t b o d y o f
g raph ic work on a w ide var ie ty o f sur faces . Wi th l im i ted resources (he
w o r k e d p r i m a r i l y a t o d d j o b s , w h i l e h i s w i f e f o r m a n y y e a r s h e l d a s t e a d y
job at a loca l shoe factory) , Jesse became a master o f recyc l ing. The
s u r f a c e s o n w h i c h h e h a s p a i n t e d h i s m e s s a g e s h a v e i n c l u d e d u s e d e n v e l o p e s
and paper sacks, window shades, shoe inner soles, buckets, and a wide
var ie ty of wooden boards. When he was st i l l phys ica l ly able, the wooden
s igns covered the fence a long h is 'He l l ' s E igh t Acres , ' caus ing h im to
become the rec ip ient o f vandal ism, thef t , and the anger o f ne ighbors . These
react ions by the loca l popula t ion on ly fed h is anger about an un just wor ld ,
and became the subject matter for new statements.

By no means is Jesse Howard just 'an old crank.' His serendipity, the
combinat ion of previously unrelated forms in one piece, h is p lay on and wi th
w o r d s , h i s o c c a s i o n a l i l l u s t r a t i o n s , a n d h i s u s e o f c o l o r ( a s i n t h e a l t e r -



n a t i n g r e d a n d b l u e w o r d s i n t h e L i t t l e J o e C o o p e r n o t e b o o k s ) a t t e s t t o
a n i n t e l l i g e n t , i n v e n t i v e , a n d v i s u a l l y g i f t e d m a n .

Now grave ly i l l and 98 years o ld , Jesse 's hands l ie id le . However,
d u r i n g r e c e n t v i s i t s h i s m i n d a n d v o i c e w e r e s t i l l a c t i v e . I c a n t h i n k
o f n o g r e a t e r t r i b u t e t o t h i s M i s s o u r i a r t i s t t h a n t o h o n o r h i m p u b l i c l y
w i t h a M i s s o u r i A r t s A w a r d .

W i l l e m V o l k e r s z
P r o f e s s o r

e n c l o s u r e s

N o t e ; F o u r o f t h e fi v e e n c l o s e d p h o t o g r a p h s b y W i l l e m Vo l k e r s z a r e i n c l u d e d
in Derek Wilson's Extraordinary People. Pan Books Ltd., London (1983 planned
p u b l i c a t i o n d a t e )



would like to nominate
Jesse Howard

(individual, business, organization)
RFD 4 (Old Jeff City Road), Fulton, MO 65252

(address)
as a possible recipient of a 1984 Missouri Arts Award.

If nominating a business or organization, please include the following:

President, Board of Directors;

Address:

Phone:

Executive Director (if applicable):
Number of years this organization/business has been in existence in Missouri:

teZlrougt.®® s"PPort materials. Since review and selection is based primarily on this Information, please

Name of person completing this nomination: Willem Volkersz
Address: c/o Kansas City Art Institute, 4415 Warwick Blvd., Kansas City, MO 64111

.Phone:
8 1 6 / 5 6 1 - 4 8 5 2

Please return to the Missouri Arts Council, Walnwright Office Complex, 111 N. 7th St., Suite 105, St. Louis, MO 63101 no later than Novemtffir 18, 1981


