
T h e U n d e r g r o u n d G a r d e n s

The Undergroung Gardens in Fresno, California are, I feel, a incredible

monument to a a l te rnate l i v ing l i fes ty le . The monumenta l e f fo r t pu t fo r th

in creat ing th is envi ronment is one that u i i l l not be dupl icated soon.

The present ouners o f the s i te are fu l ly auare o f i t ' s impor tance. In

talking to them about the future of the gardens, there immediate concern

u i a s t h e a c t i o n s b e i n g t a k e n b y t h e i r b r o t h e r t o r e z o n e t h e s i t e . H e u i a s

do ing th i s i n o rde r tha t i t i t cou ld b r so ld a t a p rofi t . There ma jo r

c o n c e r n r i g h t n o w i s t h i s p r o b l e m .

In regard to the physical state of the gardens. I uould recommend that

al l on grade skyl ight openings be covered uith a plexiglass dome. This

dome txtould not effect the esthetics ui i thin the enviromnent. I t uould help

s top the er ros ive e f fec ts o f run-o f f ra ins on the subter ranean mai ls ,

be low the sky l igh ts . Th is runn-o ff has caused deter io ra t ion to the wa l ls ,

c a u s i n g t h e s t a c k e d h a r d p a n b r i c k t o m e l t a n d s h i f t f r o m t h e i r l a y e r e d

order. The owners have foud a local man who in their opinion, and mine,

can cut and stack the hardpan with the same feeling as Baldy had. "Doc", as

h e i s c a l l e d h a s b e e n d o i n g s o m e r e c o n s t r u c t i o n w i t h i n t h e s i t e , f o r s o m e

t ime. There is a need I fee l to augment th is dry s tack method s l ight ly. I t is

p o s s i b l e t o b o n d t h e h a r d p a n w i t h a c o l o r m a t c h e d m o r t o r. M e d u s a h a s a c o l o r

v a r i a b l e m o r t o r s e l e c t i o n t h a t w i l l m a t c h t h e c l a y / s a n d s u b s o i l c l o s e l y .

I m e n t i o n e d t h i s t o M r . F o r e s t i e r e , a n d h e e x p r e s e d a n i n t e r e s t i n t h i s

m a t e r i a l .

I n c o n c l u s i o n , I f e e l t h a t t h e o w n e r s o f t h e g a r d e n s h a v e t h e b e s t i n t e r e s t s

o f the i r p roper ty i n m ind . I a l so fee l tha t they have conserva t ion / res to ra t ion

a s a o n g o i n g g o a l f o r t h e s i t e .


