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D e a r M s . S a n d e r s t

X would l ike to Second the Nomination of Brother Harrison H. Mayes*
409 Chester* MiddXesboro* Kentucky (606) 246-X752* for a X985
NationaX Heritage FeXXowshipt as proposed by fiiXX Henry of Oak Ridge,IN.

tt?o« Mayes was bom and raised in Xenn. and as a young man working in the
coaX m ines moved to t he Ken tucky s i de o f t ± i e CumberXand Gap . Obsessed w i t l
commx in i ca t i ng t he wo rd o f God he w ro te on waXXs i n t he m ines i n sXa te ,
p ieces o f paper on t rees • any th ing* BadXy in ju red i n the m ines ( s t ruck
twice by a coaX car takixig on sand and mutiXated) and pronounced dead he
had a vision of huge signs of JESUS SAVES, C£T RIGHT WITH GOD, JESUS IS
COMING SOON. When he suddenXy recovered by a ndracXe he feXt th^tcod had
s p a r e d h i s X i f e t o m a k e t h e s e s i g n s . X n o v e r h a X f a C e n t u r y s i n c e t h e n
h e h a s c o v e r e d t h i s c o u n t r y w i t h e v e r y c o n c e i v a b X e s i g n , s e n t t h o u s a n d s t o
other cotjntries with the heXp of missionaries, and tried his best to readi^
the stars ( a cross waits at Cape CanaveraX for transportation to the Moon)
H i s h o u s e i n M i d d X e s b o r o i s h i s X a r g e s t s i g n a n d i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n X i k e n s
him in ny mind to the cathedraX buiXders of the MiddXe Ages. Xt too is
bu i t t in the sh^e o f a c ross, not fo r angeXs to Xook down on but for
airXine paseengers. He aXso has three steps up with reXigious messages
c u t i n t h e c o n c r e t e . T h e n u m b e r o f w i n d o w s # d o o r s , r o o m s • a X X h a v e a
p X a n n e d r e X i g i o u s s i g n i fi c a n c e . H e b u i X t t h e h o u s e h i m s e X f , c a s t i n g e a c h
b r i c k h i m s e X f w i t h a s p e c i a X m o X d t h a t i n d e n t e d a c r o s s i n e a c h b r i c k .
B y a n y t e s t o r d e fi n i t i o n X k n o w , B r o * M a y e s i s o n e o f ^ i s c o u n t r y ' s
finest foXk ar t is ts as h is way of procXaiming t i ie word o f God.

X have been drawing, taping, photographing and video taping Bro. Mayes
s ix ice X968 a f ter a Xong search for h is whereabouts . Ea^ year s ince then
X have visited and documented the Mayes suad consider thea very dear friends
X am encXosing a copy of my book REVIVAL! pubXished Harper and Row
(nominated for a PuXitizer Prize) which has a ch^^ter on Bro. Mayes, aXso
a descr ipt ion of an edi ted v ideo tape of both Bro. and Sister Mayes and
an extremeXy poor dub of the video tape^ X980* When X sat down to make
y o u a c o p y X d i s c o v e r e d t h a t t h e t a p e h a d d e t e r i o r a t e d b a d X y a n d t h a t I
must now go back to the originaX tapes and TOConstruct the tape. PXease,
t h e r e f o r e , s e e a n d h e a r t h e t a p e f o r c o n t e n t n o t f o r t e c h n i q u e . X h a v e
m a n y, m a n y p h o t o g r a p h s o f t i i e M a y e s . R i c h a r d A h X b o m , C u r a t o r a t T h e
S m i t h s o n i a n i s i n c h a r g e o f m y C o X X e c t i o n t h e r e o f R e v i v a X a r t i f a c t s ^ d
can teXX you of many items of Bro. Mayes incXuding a X400# conccete cross
i n t h e * * N a t i o n F r o m N a t i o n s " e x h i b i t i o n a n d a n o t h e r X 4 0 0 # c o n c r e t e h e a r t
i n s t o r a g e t X t r u c k e d b o t h t h e s e u p fi r a m K e n t u c k y f o r t t i e C o X X e c t i o n .
Je r r y Pa rsons , L ib ra r i an , a t t he A r r i ve o f FoXk Song , L ibaa ry o f Congress i
can find for you many tapes of Bro. Mayes in my CoXXection thereg the
Library and Smithsonian aXso have various drawings I made of Bro. Mayes
as weXX as i^otographst two shows at The Corcoran GaXXery (X970 and X974)
incXuded drawings and ^otographst SITES toured the second show (Ann
Gossett, Curator) for six years so many parts of the country saw the



E L E A N O R C R E E K M O R E D I C K I N S O N
2 1 2 5 B R O D E R I C K S T R E E T

S A N P R A N C I S C O , C A L I F O R N I A 9 4 1 I S

work of Bro« Mayes* The Smithsonian is also showing a wooden cross
and has two large painted metal, signs plus many other artifacts. In 1981-2
in a ma jor exh ib i t ion a t the Xenn. S ta te Museumv Nashv i l le , In . ( j .o is
Riggins, Director) an entire case was given to small artifacts ofLBro .Mayes
plus two 1400# signs • cross and heart - a wooden cross* metal sign and
his bicycle with religious signs (he rode in local parades)» There has
been some discussion |^th my Editor of doing a book on Bro* Mayes.
By the wayi last year*^it seemed r^aiss of me to not introduce two men
with so much in common so I drove Hev« Howard Finster and Beverly i?'inster
to Middlesborof Ky. and then back to Sumervillet Ga« so these two aging
giants of Southern religious folk axz could meet. They were both very happy
to meet and nei ther stopped talk ix ig for the ent i re weekends my tapes* photos
and drawings o f th is meet ing are a t reasure . I *m work ing on an e tch ing o f
t h e t w o m e n *

Obviously one could talk endlessly about Bro* Mayes! I hope you will
take the time to see the video tape and look at the book. If you would
l i ke cop ies o f t he va r ious a r t i c l es abou t h im o r o the r documen ta t i on
p l e a s e l e t m e k n o w.

Considerixig Bro* Mayes* age I hope you will seriously consider extending
him this honor during his lifetime. I am also very worried about the
ultimate preservation of his totally unique home with the row of crosses
a c r o s s t h e w d c y a r d i I h a v e g i v e n ^ p l i c a t i o n s f o r H i s t o r i c a l S i t e
desigx ia t ion to h is sons but they seem uncer ta in of the need for t i i i s
protection* * Any honor you can do him may help in attracting the attention
of the local community to the uniqueness of his contribution# and perhaps
h e l p p r e s e r v e i t *

P l e a s e f e e l f r e e t o c a l l o r w r i t e f o r a i x y f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n * .
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